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FAITH SEEKING THE LOST

Joe Abonal

#log on to your social media account, chanc-
#llbe reading a lot of memes abeut politics,
th, the economy, society and culture. While
1about them, some frown and others trem-
ighals that our times are changing. Change
ship styles. Change in lifestyles. Change in
fves. Change in attitudes. Thus, in a world

85 faster than ever before, we cannot help
& that not everyone gets into the pace of our

tcannot catch up. They lag behind and
f--"'- st ofthe times, the powers-that-be fej En deaf and
Blind to their plight. In a world that promises a better
life, 10 whom is it truly addressed? Only the able? But
‘howabout those who are weak? Those who can-

nné:nd for themselves? Unfortunately, our saclety
SEEMS to admire only those who are strong enough

mwho €an contribute to the well-being of others,
many women and not-so-old pecple are reject-
ed or replaced at work all becayse of their age and
ender, even if they can carry out the work demanded
rom them? How many daily wage earners have no
security of tenure only because of the fear of same
companies to thresh oyt roney for their benefits?
How many em ployees are there both in private and

) liewho are overworked and underpaid? And the
list of guestions E0es an.

As we are faced with changes in contexts of people,
doing theology has never been more demanding. It
seems that there are more questions than answers.
And answers most often than not elude us espe-
cially when we need them the most. In front of a
child asking why God allowed his father to die in the
nands of vigilantes, what is our answer? In the face
of the youth’s search for meaning and purpose and
authenticity, what is our response? In a world that
aches because of injustice, giving more importance to
economic gains than heal a broken “common home®,
what do we do? Theology demands more encounters
on the ground with people who daily experience God
in their search for meaning and purpose.

That is why, it is imperative for us to be seekers of
those who are lost, those whom society has chosen 10
leave behind. Because it is in thern and through them,
where we can also meet God and know Him more. It
Is important to note that Jesus busied Himself look-
ing for the lost of His ime, welcome those who are
unwanted, healed those who are broken, gave |ife to
those who died literally and figuratively. As disciples
of theology, we can only have a good grasp of what
we know and learn inside the classroom when we
Immerse ourselves in the classrooms of the world and
meet teachers whose basic lessons taught to us are
their lives and faith_

Pope Francis in his latest exhortation says: “|
like to contemplate the holiness present in
the patience of God’s people: in those parents
whao raise their children with immense love,
in those men and women who work hard to
support their families, in the sick, in elderly
religious who never lose their smile. In their
daily PErseverance | see the holiness of the
Church militant” (¢f. Gaudete et Exsultate,
no.7} Indeed, in the smallest and the unlikely,
God is present and can be found,

AS the Church in the Philippines celebrates ‘“Efiar
O the Clergy and Consecrated Persons, l.Et ugha[,:n
"@Member those priests and religious w'th o their
We have found God by their daily witnessing i e
VOCation. Their dauntless and ””"‘lieldinﬂ-demcaﬁs who
shephergd God's people is but an inspirangn to ':cjhe
are still on our way, being formed according ttc: i
heart of Christ. At times, they can alsa ke Be- rsan
Search for the lost sh eep but through our pra?:e as
EUppr-tr they can also be found and be effect
Oly shepherds of God's flock.

le
Equally impartant to remember also are thﬂS’: E:—:ﬂt
"ho silently and tirelessly wark for others. ;E traffic
forget the fathers and mothers who brave \ Entains
OF the rities and the danger of rivers A mju well.
Just to make sure their children eat and std vur
Let us nat forget the drivers, the PROKREE I‘::5- they
"®spective houses, the staff who clean aﬁ:ir rtarhle and
Make our thealogical learning easier ke Da le who
Meaningful, Let us not forget the simM e I;E EIFI:'I‘IEIE“'E" or
Contribyte whatever they have, whatne: :ﬁﬂn as we
SPiritually, just for us to receive good form

Prepare for gur future ministries,

gar to-
If l-hEl"E' i any reason why we 5hDU|d always B

eeking and gathering Gm:ll’s 1951 and l@g [;.
ed people, itis because of our faith in God H'"T.E o
He, who chose to be with us-_n{: matter how .[n%t“
m,;y be, is our hope that amidst the uncertainties

wards 5

| ight who leadsus e
this world, there Is One beacan of light w E EEE ‘_‘- “
o the certainty of love and hope—Jesus, the Godd ey,

shepherd, the Light of the World. He is the Sreeke_r ot 3

the lost, the Guide to those in darkness. < e

=

The problem is not feeding the poor, -

or clothing the naked Dr_visiting the ..-5

sick, but rather recognizing that the =_§
poor, the naked, the sick, -

Y
prisoners and the homeless have the ==

dignity to sit at our table, to feel “at : "1_"
home” among us, *..'
to feel part of a family. . :i

-Pope Francis

|ﬁ'

-
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rJ Abonal is currently a second year theology student u.'ll‘!
L5T while residing at San losé Seminary for his priestly
formation. He belongs to the Diccese of Borongan, East

Samar.
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Unced the act of killings. Like @

prophet, he recognized the signs of the times and
courageously preached about the original intention of
God for ereating humanity amidst the growing
extra-judicial killings.

On the other hand, human rights advocates and ac-
tivists are also facing threats after President Duterte
announced the total crackdown of organizations who
directly criticize him.

The death of Fr. Tito Paez, a 72 year old retired priest,
last December 2017 put President Duterte’s war on
drugs campaign on the spotlight. Fr. Paez was driving
home after facilitating the release of political prison-
ers in Cabanatuan City when he was slain by assas-
sins in an ambush. As an activist priest, Fr. Paez had
always stood up for human rights especially in Central
Luzon, where he was also the coordinator of Rural
Missionaries of the Philippines in the said region.

In the countryside, this administration’s full blown
war on terror went on high alert after President
Duterte declared members of the Communist Party

of the Philippines — Mew Peoples’ Army (CPP-NPA] as
a terrorist group. At the same time President Duterte
also declared Martial Law in Mindanac on the heels of
the Maute siege of Marawi. In this so-called war on
terror against the rebels, the indigenous peoples are
also caught in the crossfire, along with the innocent
Civilians,

As a result of these war declarations, a lay rural ""'_is'
sionary and teacher of the Salugpongan Community
Learning Center in Mindanao, Amelia “Amy” Pond,
Was accused with trumped-up charges and tagged
35 an NPA rebel. Pond was arrested on August 2016
In Cebu City and was detained for 15 months before
eventually being released last December 2017.

Instead of confronting the roots of the rebellion, the
Eovernment responded with tanks and bullets. They
tagged the peasant leaders, community teachers
Nnd activists as NPA rebels and supporters. w:rr_SE
*han red tagging is imprisoning them using fabricated
Charges,

Tew

% 3dd insult to injury, President Duterte told the

Lumads he would reward them with 20,000 pesos for
every rebel they kill. With this statement, he violated
the most basic standards of human dignity, while also
breaking international humanitarian laws,

Based on reports from the time of the Martial Law
declaration in Mindanao, there have been 18 inci-
dents of aerial strikes by the military that hit the
Lumad communities, and 66 lumad leaders have also
become victims of extrajudicial killings.

In addition to this, almost 7,000 Lumad families have
been evacuated due to the intensified military op-
erations. 44 Lumad schools run by the church and
non-government organizations have also been forcibly
closed due to the intimidation by soldiers and para-
rilitary groups.

Like the war on drugs, the divide and rule tactic of this
regime is the same old card employed by the former
colonial powers which used weapons and money to
dupe and deploy elements of the local public. This
will then lead to a war between Lumad leaders who
want to sell their lands for profit and those Lumad
leaders who will try to protect their ancestral domain
and fight against the exploitation by greedy private
companies, eventually resulting in too many deaths in
the Lumad communities.

How would the church find meaning in all these?

If the church will renounce the rebels, she will be
accused of clerico-fascism while if the church will re-
nounce the government, she will be labelled as being
one with the communists. This reminds us of Bishop
Dom Helder Camara’s famous quote, “When | feed
the poor, they call me a saint. When | ask why they
have no food, they call me a communist.”

The church has this “preferential option for the poor
but not exclusive” dictum. However, if she will give
her loyalty equally to both the poor and the rich, she
will render an injustice towards the exploited people.
Qur response is prophetic vigilance.

A prophet is a messenger from God. He is committed
to the condition of God and devoted to the condition
of the people. After immersing himself in the realities




of the peripheries, he becomes a mouthpiece of God
by carrying the Divine message. He now begins to
dencunce oppression, injustices and all forms of evils
in the society. He has the task to proclaim the Word of
God to the people.

Vigilance is defined by the Bible as being awake at all
times. It is about being aware of what |5 happening in
the society, by being alert in responding to the Signs
of the times and by journeying with the oppressed

in their struggles. It is unlike the disciples who slept
while Jesus was praying,

“Therefore keep watch
day or the hour*
hope and inspira
abject poverty b
Bishop Julie ¥,

» because you do not know the
1.I"-13t. 25:13) A prophet will bring
hion to the people condemned to

¥ AN appressive system. As the late
abayen once said,

"You enticed me, O Lord, and | was enticed; You
overpowered me and you prevailed. | have become

a constant laughingstock, everyone jeers at me. For
every time | speak, | must cry out, must shout, "Law-
lessness and rapine!” For the word of the Lord cauS:E'E
me constant disgrace and contempt. | thought, “l will
hot mention Him, no more will | speak in His name™-
But His word was like a raging fire in my heart, shut up
in my bones; | could not hold it in, | was helpless.”

(ler. 20:7-9)
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THE SPIRIT OF CAT

Earl Allyson Valdez

With the emergence of Catholic Social lench.:ﬁEL- Wf' "'3:9
Also witnessed in the past few decades the rise 1:_nF Cat r:;l
lic Social Action.” It is consoling to see varous faith-base
(or, at times, interfaith-based) movements geared towards
the promotion of justice, peace, and, mare recently, th?
Protection of creation within different contexts and various
Means. It appears that there is not only a sense of ur EIF'-"'
€y but also a sense of solidarity in responding to socia 2
National, global, and ecological concerns. M-:-ren-.rer,.t mr_
are people wha see that the huge treasury of Catholic f;{
Gial teaching provides solutions and courses of action t
fespond to specific situations.

A tharough study of the development of Catholic ‘Sn::sl
reaﬂ'“”?., hawever, shows that it is far from bmr.IE Ef : mﬁ
of the 20th ce ntury. We can in fact trace its bL‘Elrlr‘l.lr"nErE;;
the publication of Pope Leo ¥]|I's Rerum NL‘I'-.'-E_"FLII'I"I th
late 18th century. However, in the years leading to t

k) x n that
econd Vatican Council, several thealoglan= ha:e ES‘ :fus.-
th.:a i"jL"ﬂ I:IF S-DEIEI a-L'l'in'l a5 FII-EIF' I:ln.d DHTC'FI ‘:lf t E.h:an_s

Yian faith goes back to the time of the early cnris + 58
Among these theologians, Henri de Loee 5|;ar'-r-'1; ?r:at the
aniﬂjpurh]ntﬁgure_EjghtvvfarhagﬂlhcshﬂufH

HOLICISM,
EIGHTY YEARS AFTER

catholic faith is essentially social in its nature, thraugh his
saminal work Catholicism: The Social Aspects of Dogma

{in French, Catholicisme: Les Aspects Sociaux du Dogme,
which has been translated and revised in English as Cathol-
ivismn: Christ and the Commen Destiny of Man). Against the
understanding of his time that faith should remain within
the private lives of individuals, he affirmed that a faith fully
lived essentially involves concern for and towards others
as individuals and members of the society. He showed this
with his own rich understanding and critical interpretation
of Sacred Scriptures and the Church’s Tradition.

In appreciation of his great work, we can reflect on three
important points as regards his work, and these would
greatly help us in our involvement and struggle for social
justice as part of our Christian faith

Catholicism: A Concrete Answer to A Concrete Question
De Lubac thought and wrote in respanse to the sacio-polit-
ical context of France during that time, which was shaped
by the secular ideals brought by the French Revolution.
Born in a family with deep Catholic roots, de Lubac wit-
nessed attempts by the French government to r id society




of any religious influence. This radical
secularization became even more real
for him when he entered the Society
of Jesus, as he spent his novitiate

.Et saint-Leonards-on-5ea in Hast-

Ings, along the English Channel, This
situabion was made mare difficult by
the fact that the Catholic Church after
Tr'Ent viewed herself as a triu mphal-

ISt society, perfect in he rself, which
stands over and above the world, Due
to this view, Cathalice believed that
allegiance to the Church would mean
?hu nning the world by either embrac-
mga.laxgelyr spiritualized form of living
orusing all means to "Christian ize”
society by co nforming the warld b0
become like the Church,

As a Cathalic theologian, de Lubac
Caught between twag Extremes ana5
the u::-ne.hand, there lay the ler; denc:
to plTa-:n::e the Christian faith -.-.-ith.in?
ONES own private and individual lifg
careful to not et it “spill avee” into f
the public and social life, On the oth
hand, tl.-nere Was the invitation 1o i .
the Action Fra NEaise, a nationg| rrj|-r.1 .
ment which, Apparenthy, dissolves i
:[hp chr|sqan MEssage and reduces it
Nto a sociopolitica| eology, redyc
a5 well the Chureh 35 3 5ncietc !-ICH'IE
solely immanent ehds and fntl: ::tr:.

De d
'Lubnt, howeyer refused these
e?clrernes and workeg ot

othe [
rhand, brings the implica.

ith lived i the realm of

Catholicism shows dgp |
Blance and faithfy|ne
and her teachings ac
fusing the trium phal
Prevailed since the

ubac's afje.

55 1o the Church
.fl:|55 Ome. fe

ISk view that
ot

he also points gyt Ih:tu;zf;:l:rre;:t,
Bssentially bears the Capac ;

: ity to om.
brace we ridlhy reality while remaining
distinct from M in terms of jie faith

fulness ta the Gospel. As such. the
Cathalic faith is always in search of the
unity of God with the created world in
all aspects of life. This means that for
the Christian, the individual cannot be
separated from the social, inasmuch
as faith in God cannot be <e parat-

ed from worldly partici pation. And
with this as 3 general principle, de
Lubac shows that invole ment in and
concern for social issues that affect
r:-gnples, believers and non-believers
alike, are essentia| Inone’s own beljef
This.message dlso comes with the
feminder that the Christian message

's the kingdom that goes beyond any
expectation and future Brounded in

idealogy, Thus, Christian s0ocial action
always looks forward 1o

of salvation, resisting to
.emu:l subsumed into any
istic or idealogica) Boals

the promise
be diluted

purely hyman-

G*werlnnl-:mg the fact
Writher in 1938 one
message |5 relevant
of today maost espe
Countries—the Phil
rha.t witness the Fis
Fegimes fuele oy

that this wae
Can see that this
for the Christian
cially in states and
Ppines included—
e of authoritaria n
Erave man; pulation

of the truth. In a world dominated

by the massive influx of information,
greater social mobility and the fluidity
of foundational concepts, one ca
ily slide to the two tendencies that de
Lubac faced in the early 20th century
However, the challenge for Cat holics
today is to proclaim the Gospel if and
through socig-political involvem Eﬂ'.f.
one that neither privatizes one’s faith
nor absolutizes it as the solution ¥
all facets of human life. And pErI'.IEI:'S
in coming up with courses of actior -
grounded in the Christian perspect™
each and every one can refer t@ 4
Lubac’s synthesis.

Sacial Invalvement as an Essentid
Part of Christian Faith and Life: I:;hi.'i
not surprising that de Lubac |l;|-a£ ;
theological perspective O {ant_ih_an
social action with Church TradiO ™
citing and explaining various
from the Scriptures, 10
Fathers, to the Scholastics,
to the Mystics. In the revised
translated edition of de LU bas 5
an Appendix containing extract
de Lubac’s sources was Includ® d in
which he referred to and an2¥™®
the main text.

ar
fg -DPUSI
rom

of these pat
u
hat 0€
- Easuﬂr
e

In the depth and breadth
small texts, one can see
made the most out of the 1 W

of Catholic theology. D€ b aon
the wisdom of Gregory of M'r'ﬁsbﬂings
the common nature of huma? pss of
a5 made in the image and II?EI:'I th®
God. He brin gs out from {jrlgﬁ;;h as

g e Chu
social implications of th ¢ from

the body of Christ. He draw the i

Cardinal John Henry New ™3™ | 'ﬂ'h'ch
meaning of the word “catho'® P
calls the Chyrch to draw 3! F:I{Jﬂrl’l""w
and cultures toward Christ: m. de
Bustine and Bernard of {'lairuale ::ﬂ,e
Lubac emphasizes charity at

of daily living

These gre just some of the r1|1a!-;Ié"d“
references that de Lubac @™

n eas-

interpreted, and synthesized in his
work, which starts from the theology
of creation ta the fullness of life in
Christ. In doing so, one can see that
de Lubac showed his faith and view
of social action as orthodox, that this
had been how the Church sees herself
through her saints and theologians
Vis-A-vis the whole of created reality.
Against a triumphalist view of the
Church, one that tends toward either
radical isolationism or radicalism, de
Lubac brings out the fact that the
Church lives in the warld while at the
Ame time recognizing that She is
not of the world. However, without
Prescribing any specific form of soclal
Participation, de Lubac, reflecting the
teachings of the Church, leaves his
"eaders 1o discern how and when to
fespond to particular situations and
Contexts in the world.

hat the contem porary Christian
an learn from de Lubac is the rigor
g discipline to not only hald on to
the Catholic faith, but also draw from
the fich treasures of Scripture and
Tradition in dynamic interaction with
thE. 'Ntellectual, cultural, and socio-
Politica) traditions that exist. Similar
ZE: de Lubacs time, contemporary life

d culture seem to place theology

at the “margins of life,” confined and
reduced to a mere individual per- .
spective of life. The Christian, who is
calledtobea ™ heo-logian,” seeking
the meaning and purpose of life in
God, is called to greater attention to
the elements and aspects of life that
need to be reflected upon, m.whi-:h :
God's presence constantly abl:dEE. This
task is more real and de manding for
us theologians in the proper 5en5?:, wWie
who are called to draw this capan_t-..-
from Christian communities by bring-
ing together faith with other aspects
of our life, expressing them publicly
and opening our insights for eualeu_-
atian, criticism, and revision. In this
way, we bring the world closer to God
thraugh the Church, towards a greater
ynderstanding of God’s plans anu:i.
desires for us within our own social,
cultural, and political contexts.

Christ as the S0Urce and End of All
gocial Action. 1 he fact Lh.at dﬂe Lubac
concludes Catholicism with “Mys-
terium Crucis” {The Mﬁ.rsterf.r of rl-!.e
Cross) tells us two thlngsl. First, his
understanding of Cath DIIF SDFlEll _
action through parl'iclpaha.n in public
life finds its ulimate meaning and
purpose in Jesus Christ. De Lubac

Ihruh-;ll Pope Fronos oad the Popes thot preceds him, we sae the signiffcance of de Lubee’s insigh
on the social aspect of faith and dogma (Photo from glabalsolutions.ong)

points out that the unity that the
Church envisions for the world is a
particular unity in Christ. He puts it
succinctly by saying that unity among
peoples cannot be the ultimate end,
for it has to be abandoned in favor
of the true unity with God brought
about by Christ when He embraced
the world as he hung on the Cross,
He followed this with a claim that
would sound scandalous for a person
of the 20th century, that humanism
can only achieve the human when it
allows itself to be "converted” into a
Christian humanism, Put briefly, our
understanding of the human being
must be open to receive the selif-giv-
ing love of Christ in order to be truly
human through its own self-giving. If
our understanding of what makes us
human closes the possibility of receiw-
ing God and incorporating grace in it,
then our human aspirations transform
into an ideoclogy

indeed, it is a scandalous claim. Yet
for the Christians of today, it presents
to us a way out of the contradictions
that we experience today. De Lubac
suggests that we inject a dose of
Christian life and values in 2 warld
that currently faces the age of anger




I e e

and frustration over Enlightenment
ideals, a human society that allows
itself to be controlled by the technol-
OFY It creates, and a way of life that
marginalizes people (and the environ-
ment] in the name of profit and com-
fort. As disciples of Christ and mem-
overs of His body, we are asked to ljve
a life of self-giving, to die with Christ
and offer the world up to God, and
thus share in the glory of His Resur-
rection. Itis nat surp rising that eighty
¥Ears after, this is the same message
that the Second Vatican Courncil and
the popes of the 215t CEntury are
calling us to be, of what the Christian
should be in the world that he is jn.

This Christocentric yi

sion of unity,
Standalou

5 35 it might 504 nd, is the
e35ence of the Christian life as prac-

ticed on 3 day-to-day basis, One can

BvEn goso faras tg 3y that withoyt

this vision, everything Christian can
mat be ¢

alled as such ang OUr prac-
tices, rituals, and thealogy are m ere
cacophony that lacks the life
INtends ta express and com
Indeed, de Lubac pravides

of the ¢ nristian faith in the
tury, on

that it

MUnicate,
U3 a sketch
20th cep-

& that poes against the worldg

50 as to let this same world fully real-
12e its origin and end in God alone.

Lonclusion: Catholicism’s Challe nge

n the Twentieth Century. It Is not
surprising that eighty vears after its
publication, the themes that de Lubac
tackled and the method that he used
continues to be relevant for aur fimes.
De Lubac became an enduring theo-
logical figure in the Second Vatican
Council, and the recent popes have
alluded to his life and work in one
way or another. But mare than these
references, de Lubac's unigue way of
gealing with the reality that he is in
and the faith that he FECEIVEs providag
the means for ys to be more authenti-

cally Christian, in touch both with the
world and with the o

Q who creates
and saves jt,

Faith, in the end, must include

s own L:F'lef‘:.t-:llldi‘ll?_ the soci
public life of

this demand
Peoples, am
of thinking,

Wit hl n

al and
the human being, and

s being with different
bracing different ways

and engaging diffe rent
traditions,_ Indeed tq be Cathalic i5

o explore ang live gyt the “sacial
aspects of dogma and to seg Chyi 51

- 1] n. |t
as the "common destiny” of T :
152.

cannot and must not be otherw

Ultimately, Christian fai’lth
precisely as “catholic” it_rfvf:‘ﬁ
to achieve unity in I:hl"lbt.-f

made possible by a *_-'U'El"n' '-Jen-
being and acting that_is ESIE;;
tially kenotic, that is, EEd's
giving and trusting qf Gﬂeﬂd
grace. And since this 15 aﬂ{h
that we can only apprﬂﬂan
through ways of Ehink”}fan
being that are informe -
illuminated by faith and i
in Christ, the truths E‘HF:!ﬂiﬁm
and explained in Catho :‘;r s
continue to be relevant
today.

—

yeal theolg!

Earl allyson P. valdex is a third

sE
san J05% o
$tudent of LST and se T"""E'”arl:,'lu:;..lns =l el
:":.n-“na.-.I._ Hi i% wirillng his M "::'-Fl'ql'l

i thed
de Lubac and Radical Orthodosy
lohn Milbank,
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SCiAL MEDIA & EDUCAII:SN FOR
RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS

Rev. Fr. Fernando Egargo

i 100N Man
Creating Community through cnmmunlizl: intended
Was never created to be alone. The UEH- able of
Man to be a relational being — a person ,:_dssith His
relating with nature, with his 1:"m'lI'nlh"l-IﬂEu:::t
God. Fora relationship to happen, It} ThE proc
begin, progress and continue r.hrcllu_ﬁ ' e
COmmunication. Communication is the fl a process
bonding, a process of gathering mEEtp:r;'lrnunu} et
of realizing God's intention for man. C jcation i5 more
Prograsse (41 1) teaches that N':Dmmu-n.jiuariun of
than the expression of ideas :'”Fj e m» When man
“Mation...It is the giving of self in Ir:N-EI| e in order
EGmmumcatEs, he opens up himself In muni{al'i':'"-
‘0 understand and be understood. E-ﬂn:::uuﬂh
then, should help create a community

ess of

#~ther" asa per-
To communicate is to recognize the "ot erative way,
50N worthy of attention. This, in an I-m:-:.lan commu-
*Bls the tone of what all types of Chris

Y VR

ESSAYS
&

5,

nication should be = from the level of the DE[SE;M.I'
family, community, society, a.—..;] so on. It exclue F"'ﬁnn
f this understanding, all -::-tner Fm,'ueq of ll'tt.Er:H:
”3”_"' is selfish, unjust, dehumanizing, enslaving and
Whm‘h !E;:n[:"-.-e. }n define communication as a gift of
:;Tfnilr? Tu-.-n? slt.uates communication as a process of a
humanizing interaction.

: nication takes on different forms. Suclz.nllmpdia
Fﬂmmunp among 50 many. Vatican Il (Inter Mirifica
:]:I;;:{?ﬁn;na the contribution ?f. the means of Tigg

dia in “(touching) man's 5|::-|Ir|t a.m:i (opening p
o es of easy communication of news, of ideas
newa::::lt-lnticrns” 50 that it sees in it the reason of
i::—lF?lnl,IﬂnE {it) to announce the _E',!:'l-:'_‘ld m:-wqu-::r
salvation.” Communio et Progressio, r?ncrr.r:u : -
situates the means of social communication as ..

1 ent for the “unity and advancement of men.
iy’ 91 World Communication Day, Pope lohn |
I[? LTTl iiterared this opinion by saying that “the chief

a !

b




aims of social communications and
all the means it uses is the unity
and progress of human family.”
The globalization of media, espe-
cially with the growing popularity
and usage of Internet and social
media, has created more transmit-
ters and recelvers than pecple in
dialogue and interaction. Being
wired to the global media does riot
mean being a participant. The in-
formation superhighway, ta a large
extent, demaonstrates the Erowing
anonymity of a one-way communi-
tation process. This, unfo rtunate-
ly, has also created a venue for

“trolls” and “fake news agencies”
to flourish,

There is, therefore, a need to
recover back the true nature of
tommunication where two ar
MOre persons cooperate to create
an_understanding which did nat
exist before their interaction, We
must all work hand-in-hand not
onky in Providing an altern ati ve
1o the ce ntralized, vertica| mass
media, but also in combating an

alarming trend in social media that

seeks to divide and destroy rather
than unite.

Using Social Media for Education.
Education does not only ha ppen in-
side the four walls of a classroom.
Traditional education claims that
learning is achieved within the con
fines of the classroom carried out
through a formal system and mea-
sured through the achieverme nt of
predefined learning competencies.
Of course, education is much more
than this. The teaching-learning

Process can take in different forms
and media dependin

and needs,

E On Contexts

The Populzrity of soria| media
today can no longer be doubted
Amcl-.ng the mare Popular social |
me.dla platforms are Instagram
Twitter, and Face book, to na rm;
few The number of social r:ru:.:iiaEl
USers is in the millions. There s a

lot of potent;
El f{]r 0 CiF.I iy
the teaching | mediz in

-!Earning
| Process, |f
skillfully used, sacis| media can pe

a most effective medium for edu-
cation. The qualifying term "Ski”'_
fully used” imply that social media
as a tool for educating people is
not a miracle worker. Just like any
other medium of education, -EIF'F"I"
cation of social media must be et
ically done by experts or at least
experienced practitioners who
have the necessary skills in order
to maximize the potentials of socid
media as an educational tool.

Employing the expertise of F'Eﬂpled
does not mean that these so-calle
experts become the exclusive pes.
ducers of educational content. just
like in a traditional tEaEhmg-learT
ing setting. We do not want s0¢*
media to end up in the same wiay
A highly centralized, top-dow™
teaching process using social :
media will not necessarily del"®
the desired results. Such proces®
bEEU‘FTIES 3 I:Cli:ll far manipUlﬂ.nEﬂ.
What we need is an alternative
medium that channels informa”
tion to all social media users o .-
become rational and .;rinr:al gran

mitters and sharers of the same
information.

One of the critical areas where
social media can take a proactive
role is in the field of responsible
citizenship. A society needs citizens
who are capable of contributing to
the common good. The potential
of social media as a tool in educa-
tion for respansible citizenship is
wide-ranging.

Talk about educating
people about rights and
responsibilities,
enlightening them to
distinguish the morally
correct from the morally
wrong, informing them
about social and political
realities, opening a forum
for informed and
intelligent discourse,
Providing a venue for
articulating one’s opinion
about issues.

An individual can only become a
"esponsible citizen if his involve-
Ment in the social and political pro-
Cesses arp supported by inform ed
‘_‘Cﬂl:rwladge (of what is true and
1USt) and that such knowledge is
Ysed for the common good. On the
‘ontrary, if a person's participation
:;n the sacial and political sphere
based gn “bent” truths (the
30-Called alternative truth), that
f:;*:crn has not yet raised himi?"
= ' level of a responsible citi-
fi - He remains in the level of the
W-derided trolls.

It is very alarming, however, that
social media has recently become
5 breeding ground for misinforma-
tion. Some contents passed around
through social media are mali-
ciously intended to hide the truth
and, consequently, deceive people.
There is the case of the prolifera-
tion of fake news from fake news
agencies, as well as manlpul.ater:l
strategies of making 3 certain

issue or item trend. This misuse
{or irresponsible use) of social |
media is a disservice to the nahgn
because it promotes ignorance, it
gows confusion, and it prey_s on the
gullibility of undiscerning vichms.
If only these creators of fake qews
and “tren ders” would put t.he1r
ckills and ime into something

that would promote the commaon

good...

in social media, teaching-learning
does not irvalve textbooks and.
tests. What we have is the sharing
and interaction of a community
af teachers who are learners and

|earners who are teachers. Hope-

fully, this dynamic community of
virtual teachers-learners would
influence each other in honestly
searching for truth and genuinely
pursuing knowledge. No textbooks,
No Tests. Just honest-to-goodness
responsible citizens searching for
ways to promote the common
good.

Ethical Principles in the Use of So-
cial Media. "The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because He has sent
me to bring good news to the poor,
liberty to captives, sight to the
blind... and a year of favor from
the Lord” (Lk 4.18-19).

The gospel promises liberation

and salvation for people. Before
anything else, however, the gospel
has to be proclaimed. The church,
recognizing both its charismatic
and ministerial characteristics, nev-
er ceasas to look into new possible
means of gospel proclamation. It
makes use of the product of man’s
creativity and intelligence. Itisin
this spirit that the church employs



the means of social communica-
tion (social media, especially) in
the process of evangelization,

In a predominantly commercial-
ly-ariented media environment in
the Philippine context, there is an
obvious and urgent need for an
alternative media which is tlose
ta the heart of the people and
which seeks to educate rather than
manipulate. There is a need for a
media which is concerned about
promoting total human devel-
opment rather than promoting a
consumerist-materialist cultyre.

It is about Hme tg rekindle the
light in a society slowly darkened
by unreasanable modernism and

secularism and made callous by
narcissistic tendencies,

social media coyld be an instry.
ment in building a free, just, and
peaceful com runity of persons, |t
could be used tg promote univer-
sal values of human dignity, truth,
and non-violenee 45 transcendent
moral principles, |n other words,
there js only one Crucial Purpose
for a social media dpostolate: the

Ereater glory of God and the gond
of h umanity.

As God-centered and human.gyi.
Bnted, a social media USEr must
adhere and bing himself to the
following ethical principles:

1. E'.-fﬂngeﬁmh'ﬂn, through sg.
cial Media, s not aim
proselytization. Rath
towards allowing pe
an increasag dwarg
dignity as PETSOns,
for by the Creatar
s0CiEl megja becn

ed towargs
r, it aims
ople to have
ness of thei
loved and Cared
In thig Serse,
mes an Instry-

ment of an act of love where the
priority is service for the oppressed
and providing a public voice for the
voiceless. The contents are direct-
ed to all men of goodwill,

2. For peopie to intelligently partic-
ipate in the affairs of society, they
need to be truthfully informed. The
people have the right to infg rma-
Bon in a balanced man ner, without
any stain of manipulation of facts,
They have the right to kn ow about
the society they live in and the re-
alities that haye 2 bearing on their
Browth as persang, Moreover, the
real mark of a trye democracy js
people's participation, A social

media user should knaw how to
expose the truth

3. Itis soid that COmmunication js
more than just infarmation, So-

cial media shoy|d Gt only bring

true and objectiye informatign to
the People; it shayld help people
become formed with respect 1o
the univere| values g
dignity, truth, and ne
A social medig user,
has the FEsSponsibiliy
hunest',u ana object
in order g

f human
N-violence.

¥ of in tegrity,

vity at all times

€ Capable of infr::rming

and forming. He does not 5eekt$1w
serve himself, any individgal I:_H‘;n
institution except that whu:h 15
the side of truth and justice.

4. A social media user shall s
never allow himself to be use

an instrument of h::rte_, R
discrimination, and df'l.-'n's.!l.'.'ﬂ o
as on instrument of service, “E;
and communion. He shall n:; -
lend himself to acti ons that e
result in IthUI‘T'IEI'IJ.’.Eﬂ-CIH or
destruction of reputation.

5. A sociol media user 5hﬁ'":‘5 It
respect the opinion of ”mjn t:r'ﬂ"}’
is fairly just to express 8 € s bl
and contradictory opinion- .on, he
she expresses his/her opin polite
she is morally-bound 0 h::ed in his
and respectful as rna.mfes F
choice of words. Social Me

not only a venue for .
self-expression; it is also aacquire
opportunity to show ouf

perso e [ =0
n ci
al decency and dis P

Fr. Andy Egargo received his
Bachelor in Sacred Theology na
1992 while residing at 5an ‘I'”E jwi
currently serves as Dean of ththc,
Qur Lady College Seminary in
Borangan,
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“NUN OF THE ABOVE"

Rev. Fr, Ramon Echica

tened by a
Why does this government feel 5-'3 t:LE:aau of Immi-
frai|_|ﬂ,,:,|“'ng Sr. Patricia Fox, that its o P
Bration has asked her to leave the €0

1 " ?
a. a member of the New People’s Army
b. a terrorist? _ .
c. from the United Nations tasked

ial Killing?
investigate reports on Extra Judicia

nded). ;
ably hurling
he nun. The

She is “nun of the above” \cormy pu ne:-;:l?l:
Levity aside, this administration is il
everything, including the kitchen s jiberately misin-
Presidential spokesperson even de peen arrested five
formed the public that the nun has be that it is not
¥&ars ago, The implication seemed tihinks she spells
ust the Duterte administration who the sister herself
trouble, This proved to be untrué as d those who
Clarified that in 2013, she a":'::Urnmarm-:;zr been charged
Were arrested but she herself has nev

of Anything,

e G2

justify her deportation, she is j!.ld ged to have I:.:; _

i d in partisan political activities. | am _nnt alaw

EHEEE*-; it seems that the use of such terms is Pmrh_"

i tllu z:nd lacks precision. For clarity, let us discuss
imple i

:..rhal::: is political, and what is partisan.

ideal” i f ambiguities. Many of our
ThE. t.e_rn'l ﬂp?;:'::;egif:g”]:h:rmlis ones I.'Lhe.p.a*,ring
a:;nvlhEEd"'tEaEhinE history - have political ramifica-
g Tﬁ.r we are conscious of it or not. After all,
R, WHET-: ical animals. Let us give examples I:hafi.
o related to the issue at hand. Drganlzlng
iy 28 mﬂ;‘jcaﬁng the poor of their human rights,
IahanF_S, y easants from oppressive landlords, pro-
dEf?ndmﬂF t extra-judicial killings, would have polit-
e T 0 sncﬂg But what is political for the estab-
SR be a. concretization of the Gospel values
o mjw ious persons. In the international f.runt,
i 5u.rnE- re';?—mmd Pope Francis may simply be living
the highly » nding of the Gospel when he appeal_s for
- undEhF::ianE treatment of immigrants. But without
a more



a doubt, his message has political consequences.

If it chooses to, perhaps this administration can spec-
ify that foreign religious missionaries must limit their
activities to the sacristy and to the sacraments. But no
missionary who believes that the Gospel must pene-
trate all our daily activities will agree 1o such stipula-
tion. Our Lord Jesus himself says that the presence of
God is not limited to temples. In a conversation with

a Samaritan woman, our Lord says that the Father is

worshipped not only in temples but in Spirit and in
truth.

Our country’s recent history is replete with examples
of foreign missionaries who have conscienticized
ordinary Filipinas. The lesuit John Del
contributed to the evangelization of
environment of the Univers ity of th
Columban Missionaries Brian Gore and Niall 0’Brien
{Australians) helped organize the farmers working in
sugar plantations in Negros; Fr, Tulio Favali (Italian)
was killed by members of 2 fan atical cult b

his activity of Organizing basic Christian co
in Mindanao.

aney (American)
2 highly secular
e Philippines. The

BCause of
mMmunities

Let us go to the term “partisan ” A Chr
ary, or any hurman being for that matter, cannot be
neutral in the face of eyil. Can one be in the middle
Bround between truth and falsehood? Whoeyer says
God is neutral muyst be reading a different Bible, Gog
tock the side of the Israelites 3gainst the Egyptian

istian mission-

The issue should ngt pe the partisanship of foreign
religious missionaries, For

rested in Hawaii for ha-.rlng high POwered gyne insid
his private plane, Re Ports allege that he is eNgaged i
in human trafficking, This is o

that should be unwelcomed anywhere.

What we should be wary of is not partisanship tself
but the foreigner’s participation in partisan party -
palitics. For instance, the Central Intelligence Agenrhe
of the United States is reputed to have worked far i
defeat of nationalist candidates in the past. An ot E‘ng
more recent example is the allegation, ':U”E"w_"' bes
probed, that Russia meddled in American E]Ecnﬂf;'ld
that contributed to the victory of Donald Trump. i
what if China interfered in the elections to E’ﬁurj 0
victory of a national chief executive who is frien :
their ambitions? It is this kind of meddling that W
should forcefully resist.

But the activity of Sister FOX
Is not party politics. It is her
attempt to follow our Lord Jesu®:
Her expulsion can only com€
from someone who is both @
bully and a paranoid.

—

Fr. Mon Echicg
L5T in 10m% as h
formation, He ¢
SEMinary in th

from
Bceived his Bachelor in Sacred Theﬂnﬁriest ¥
@ resided in San José Seminary for hl?lns majer
urrently serves as formator of 5an C3

& Archdiocese of Coabuy.

WE WALK TOGET

HER:

ESSAYS

IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUTHFUL DIALOGUE

Earl Allyson Valdez

"
- +_|l t"lE 'Ehl'”‘"
It might as well be called a council to couns

15 to lisien to the

Responding to the desire of Pope Fran s in October,

FOULh in view of the upcoming Synod ot Hﬁrﬁoﬁnﬁca In

3 nfE:-'.-'-'P:-l_'al Meeting was convened ir:.lhk‘_" .ID]_E.EE aarch
"ernational College Maria Mater Ecclesiae m'-r|| and Voca-
2018 with the theme, “Young People, the = . f articipants,
Diang| Discernment.” The particular task i trIs.Lt:F:II:Irn.|=nl.|l'lll"-""-
LOming from different youth groups, religiou an-govern-
E‘f"'ftil'aﬁens., and leaders of civil society and '1_5 to produce
Ment Organization groups across the globe, 1‘-':q jnstrumen:
9 Preparatory document that will be used :155-l i

tum laboris {or working instrument) in the 3y

o represent
e, | Was
gr. inevita

As 3 Parbicipant coming from the Philippines 'i
he Concerns of seminarians and young PEoP i
®eply honoured to be part of this. This, hn.wl-e of young
¥ Came with the challenge of lefting e '4:11:;” consicer

REDple In the Philippines, IJx"'l”;UI']H".l s :.;-:1 he heard

’Ehn-::-l'dmﬂ la the call of mirsterial P”E“hi P‘f".l Ippne
Was glag -.a~.~. well to be part of a rather large

'jF'I':‘E-IIt'-Un.

\With me were representatives of the Filipino w.n.:rutlT mﬁ[,w
the Catholic Bishops Canference of the Philippines : E'.tlf-fuﬂ'

I Carnmission on the Youth, namely Gerald Coguia {from
pal Cam '11.!5-:25? of Palo) and Therese Pangilinan (from the
E::i:.:»-a-hzfgamlnd:. We were joined by other F-“Fi ':':12"-; who

ented different groups: Sr. Cynthia Calabig, F.M.A.,
repress cented the Salesian sisters as a tormator, Chin
who prre::riu who grew up in Dubai and represented the
E.EE T‘;;”:nr I-;;t.a- church; and Joy Eva Bohol, r.&nrn:ar:nnﬂg _
e f the Werld Council of Churches. Finally, we met
the youth o _-Ealam,-_-_ of the Christian Life Community, who

My Alwin Ma moderatars of the discussion groups. Bring-
was cne of ln&: contexts and concerns of our local churches,
o wml:c rf-::LFTr [I‘l=liili'i.;.'u5‘i-|-:lﬂ that led to the writing of the
we took pe o

Final Document

o Meeting's Process. The Presynodal :"."'i_'f'E'l-"-'E:ircFE: ;@:’

ather big surprise: an audience w th r"?'if-- E. c :
PR \g the Opening Address to the participants of
Himself dur r.lr'- méer.r'ﬁ .ﬁ.‘.-m:-1 heart of His address—in the
the PI.Ewnm..d ssing various issues that affect young people
midst af addre his Ea]l-h_‘n be brave, that is, 1o raise genuine
2 l“d?:-._'::ziwe;.-.rh with much courage. He brought up the
conce .




image of young people in the Bible,
particularly Samuel in the Old Testa-

ment and Mary in the New Testament,

as examples of those who hear the

ward of God and

courageaushy re

spond to Him. Pope Francis called the
young pecple to take risks not just

In vaicing their concerns, but also in
facing challenges of the present as
Christians. He constantly reminded
everyone that the Church is essential-
v @ Church that is ever young, and is

called to listen to

her young members

He called the elderly in the Church to
listen to the young as guides and eom-

panions. Finally, He discouraged resort-

INg to ready-made opinions and views

200Ut them and their lives, or glse
“old,” crystallizing

Church becomes

the

Herself and losing Her dynamism that
5 rooted and made alive in Christ

This opening address was fo llowed by

Leven e

stimonies of representiativas

from each continent, followed by
questions and inquiries from differ

ent represa.

Nlabves of various youth

SrOUps and communities, In the differ-
ent Cancerns rased by each of thesp

Speakers,

19-24 bMAR

b theme o §

il af T R En

PR L SYNODAL MEET| NG
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

fra l"'l'l"".r.l;.. izl

M 208

it}
. F{I“r"." LM fhp
i fhe Pt By

the Pope never failed to
mention the word
"discernment” to not
be satisfied with
simple answers but to
g0 into something deep

and engaging, without

losing sight of being dis-

ciples of Christ and wit-
nesses of the Gospel,

From there, the real wark began

d inta twen-
Y groups of four lan Buages (English

Italian, Spanish, and Frenchy, with
gach group represented by c;lifferer-[
Lountries ang regions. These discus-
5..||:m Eroups answeragd the questions
that were Posed and pre pared in 7
PrEﬂr]raII:lP:.-' Document that was dop
?year before the Fresynoda! Mept )
|r*._|; These language Broups came :
WILH summaries of Their dis, ussiénr:*f
?:Elgifhrw Main topics Propoted by
= Dn.;?:-: :,:la mely (a) Ehallengea
Lﬂday's World, E? I?: |? :::E it
: II-I J:TL;“.::_ Bt and Aceam Paniment
iy ,.-;E !:fil..rc_h's Formative .m-.:l
Cvity. Each topic Came with

Farticipants were divide

A drafting EOMMitiea
F|5‘§.I|==l ne -
[lll’—'

Was the
dtoc 4
ollate and «
af= ) "uh.'rnari.ﬂn
Rernaon of Marc S N
f'.'flr‘rll'riitteu he

N nead of
ﬂnj”“ﬂr“\'ﬁﬂnun[ Tf_l

S
fl{"'[{i[ﬂ' h
3 IS, |:|,-|-'|'.| |
Pants wig

M a plens ek
_I.Irr.- .||_.r'..-..=f.syr||ul-,.' 10 Expre.. i
: I publicly whas they likeg - i
Qishked abog the firsy -r s

i L Orght I
056 10 ming Faae i

NEipants wep bark

to their discussion groups to
collectively suggest improvements. A
Second Draft was then submitted on
March 23, in which participants were
asked to suggest revisions through
post-it notes to be collated by the
drafting committee. On March 24,3
Final Document was submitted, one
that took heed of suggestions
forwarded by participants

The whole Presynodal Meeting '-"nfElE

a tiring process, given the short BMe
to prepare and actually collate the
docurnent, punctuated only by fre€
afterncons, a cultural night, and somé
outside trips, particularly the €0 m!’f‘-u'
nity Via Crucis at the Lateran Basilica
and a trip to the Papal Gardens @t
Castel Gandolfo. The whole Me?ﬂ“ﬂ
concluded with all delegates taking
part in the Pope's Palm sunday Mas?
Mot anly did the entire ooy of dele”
gates join in the procession, bu! they
also had the opportunity 10 present
the Final Document to the FOP
the Final Blessing.

The Meeting and the Dacument
Some Insights and Reflection®
Laoking back at the whole proc=
the final product of the F'"ES""Hﬂda._:n.
Meeting, | believe that the w;hflenf- ¢
counter was generally 3 fruitiv? D.qn.gl?
was characterized by a | vely E-‘“.r e

of views and opinions on matiers g
that affect and preoccupy the WL-:H[- i
people of today: but more tha? [-e““
served as a lively encounte! betwt=
young pecple and their des
themselyes, their visions of :
Church is and should be, and: :mblll{eﬁ
mentian, the different shared 1° It

what £

. |:'|r'|r.
and interests of each one Pres p the

Was surprising to finds me
} <]
whole assembly who express®
- B s TiL
faith and creativity through ! isinE
SPOrts; it was all the more surF &5
TaLL>

that even nan-helievers and rek

_ relig®
tatives of gther non-Christia” 5

d the"

s 14
1518

i

$ 1L

¢ |2 -
hared a meal and discusse? 3 1iKE
; e :_ il =2 *
With Cathalics and non-Cathe

e e fore

i) 'l'lla

= Y
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Imspovionr matters thar affect the pouth [0y,

As a student of theology, | find the
spirit of Gaudium et Spes, the Pasto-
ral Constitution of the Church in the
Madern Waorld, alive and well in this
encounter. Nat anly does the Final
Jacument show traces of the language
and appreach of Gaudium et Spes al-
02it unconsciously, but the very means
through which the Final Document
wWis produced is pastoral in essence.
One finds here 2 genuine concern for
the young people of the Church, with
the desire for these things to be seri-
Dusly reflected upon by the Bishops in
the upce ming Synod.

Related to this is the varisty of con-
“£rns and topics that are raised and
Made explicit in the Final Document
tself. it mentions of the way technolo
E'f' affects self-expression and commu-
Hication, the guality of relationships
“Nd how they affect the growth and
|-|'E|‘.-|';‘IE|:1|.H.E af voung people {hearken-
"B back to the fundamental message
°Nd points of Amoris Laetitia), and
e different paychalogical condihons
chat Affect young peaple’s search for
-|'I-E'Hrlir1g_ The Final Docement shows
3 !Z‘.rl:ﬁwnE concern for the Church, the
.:T: T'F’f 4 More integrated means
the I_?[:"IHE- and living the faith, and
mwardrt-:lahcmuf achivities |.-'l':1lr:'I:|- .
54 i 2 youth and how they .IE&U
“ERper encounter with the Lord
TROVEr, there is also a need to com

Mg
MEate 3 wigder concept af Chnstian

vocation, beyond the conventional but
certainly misleading reduction ta min-

isterial priesthood and religious life.

Mot to be forgotten is the expression
of the desire to be accompanied by
wiser and older figures, characterized
by authenticity and genuine witrness
v the Gospel. It seems that all partic-
ipants agreed that they need guides
within the Church wha tell stones

of their encounters and struggles in
life, their mistakes and their attempts
to correct them, and their spiritual
journeys and discoveries nf_an:J with
the Lord. The proCess certainiy cay-
ared this, and the Final Document

duly stresses this asa real and growing
concern among the young

As it stands, the Final Document al-

ready has some good points; NOWEVET,

gne can also nohce 2reas af improve

ment, things that could be considered

g aress, Pope

In s ogen urch

and acl B arvd for Ehe ch

as the document is appropriated and
interpreted within local churches, One
of them, | believe, is the sensitivity
toward the variety of contexts that
woung peaple are in. As an Asian and
Filiping, | think a point that one must
be aware of is that the Final Document
was framed largely within the Western
context and their speciic concerns. It
is evident in some parts of the doc-
ument that the primary concern is

o keep the youth within the Church
through catechesis and youth activities
that make sure that their faith is well,
alive, and growing as members of the
Catholic Church, It seems that there is
a need to solidify a Cathalic Christian
culture and way of life that makes
them stand out in public life, withowt
being too partisan or affiliated with
political stands.

One can understand this concern given
the great wave of secularization that
oweeps across Eurape and even Morth
America. However, this context seems
ta ring little particularly to Asians,

in which the Christian lite is already

in dialogue with cultures, traditions,
and the poar. With this background,

it appears that the young people of
Asia are more concerned with bringing
the Christian life to the peripheries,
communicated II'r-r.-L.Eh values and

a dialogical way of living. Perhaps if
this was greatly considered, then the
Final Document could have provided
some space for the youth 1o engage in

Frencs highights the need for young pecple fo be cawagears encugh fo spe




mission within the context of dizlogue.
And | believe this could have emerged
when, in the middle of the drafting
arocess, partcipants were distributed
amang continental / regional groups,

This particular paint for improvement
shows that the Final Document is an
imperfect one, and it can only be 5o
eansidering the little time given and
the great effort it requires to write,
However, this does not diminish s
value, as it bears the voice of you ng
people from zll over the warld, One
can see its potential and Capacity to

let the Church grow in Her approach
te the youth, putting aur truet that the
synod fathers would consider the Final
Document with much -

; SENpUSNEss,
reflection, and prayer

What's Next? Now that the Final
Document has been published and
translations have been ema

the Bing, what

YOUNE people can do is to wait for
the bishops to convene at the Synad
While this document CArMies so mueh
weight and value, it is stll the State.
ment of the bishaps tha will haye
magisterial value,: and this
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are headed in terms of listening to and
Tarming young peaple.

However, as an instrumentum labaoris,
| believe that the document is open for
study and theological reflectian. The
Final Document offers different areas
and aspects in the life of YOUng people
that demand a serig us theological
2pproach. More than just the differ-
ent concerns and topics stipulated in
:I.w Document, one can e nter into the
different implications of the Final Doc-
""'T!Ent and the process thar gave hirth
ta it. Perhaps, approaches in Pastoral
Psychology, Ecclesialogy, ang EVET
Fundamental Theology can be used as
framework in conducting studies tha t.
would help in Sering, evaly aring. and
2ppropriating the results of this :p'E-:‘;r"
Synod, Globa| Phenomena ;¢ ;
rse of tech Nology and socia) 5
!'n Bration, and the place of
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sumptions and underlying principles
that lie between the lines of the Final
Document would be of great help

in understanding the youth and the
Church today.

Seminarians and religious, most of
whom accompany young people and
are themselves young people, should
consider relationships and cennections
between this Final Document and ':h.E
new Ratio Fundamentalis Institutionis
Sacerdotalis.. Surely, such an efforl
provides new ways of |_,|,r14::l.-r=.lar‘ll3|'"-?:
the priestly formation and the vecator
ta the ministerial priesthood

Finally, the Final Document calls

for continuous discernment as Wel

as appropriation within F‘-‘“’”EUHI .
contexts. As a pastoral d ncurneni.l_lt
serves both as lens and guides delY
ered in advance, as a tool 10 help the
Church minister and accompany younk
pecple, | believe that these concefns
only become real and relevant 10 the
Church insofar as they are taken 5~|.=“I'.:11
aushy, listened to, and considered W' .
much discernment in our dealing w-I::-
voung people and the r_|_',L"I'H"'“-“""l'""\5 ;
which they belong, And if the ¥9
people find Christ more in thel’ Iw&h-ﬂ
and in the world that they live I i
| believe the 300 or so people Whe

o paneE
Participated in the Meeting have A
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Stories & Insights from the 2(

on “Young People, Faith, and Vocation al D

The Pre-synod 2018! The Pentecost

of the 21st Century| In the history

of the Church, this is the first synod
on the young people, participated

in by the young from all over the
warld, from different walks of life and
religious beliefs, It is significant to

me because | witnessed the sincerity
of heart of these young people who
show a strong desire, a great commit-
ment and respansibility to build OME
WORLD where everybody counts and
WHERE EVERYBODY BELONGS! The
Pre-Synod offered a safe place for

the young to be protagonists and to
express their deepest longings in life.
It is significant because the Church
Eave a chance to let the young pec-
Ple SHINE, To SHINE BRIGHTLY in this
dimming and confusing world. And
SHINE they did! It filled me with hope
for g bright tomorrow because of
these young people’s opanness to the
SPiritual and their aspiration to have a
tontemplative stance as they embark
10 live life te the fullest and give their
f:nntriburinn in building a better and
livahie world.

Sr. z
Cynthia Calabig, FMA, is the current nowice

I ter of the Solesion Sisters of 5¢. Jafin Basco
*he Philippines

My entire Pre-synod experience was

' a providential blessing. To become an

instrument of God's love and manifest
His plan in this world was a gift. This
was also coupled with the respansi-
bility of letting the voices of young
Filipinos be heard. Creating a working
docurment which will serve as a tool
far the Synod of Bishops on October
2018 entailed a rigorous process of
meetings, open dialogue, revisions,
small group and plenary sessians with
people around the globe. It wasan
2dmirable act for Pope Francis to call
far this meeting with young peo-

ple from all walks of life {Cathalics, .
non-Catholics, non-believers, thoze in
the existential peripheries, i) - no
one excluded.

It was challenging to come up with a
unified and well-rep resented docu-
ment expressing the 5tanu:lp|:-in.t of
young people, given our di'ﬂ'E‘I"%ulT.‘!.l'. In
the process, however, | found it en-.
riching to understand the perspecuves
of other countries - learning proCess
that was grounded in dialogue. There
Wwere moments when | felt the _ne El::.l
vg step forward especially in mirroring
the Asian/Philippine mnte::.‘t an the
final document. With God's grace, |
was driven by the encouraging and
heartfelt words of Pope Francis who
reminded us fo

pe the protagonists, be
brave, take risks, speak open-
ly, freely, frankly and say :uhat
i deep in our hearts.

ore, he gave the assurance
ipution will be ta ke

unately, most of my

Furtherm
t hat our -."'_I:Il'ltr
ceriously. Fort

ial Meeting

=IMIMentT

comments on the draft were consid-
ered, for which | feel glad.

Overall, what was significant in the
final document is that our hearts
beat as one. The sense of hope for
the world's future was evidently felt
as | listened to the burning zeal and
passion of other young people whose
desire is to lovingly serve the Church,
share the faith, evangelize others and
became reflections of God's uncondi-
tional love. It does not end here.

We are entrusted with the
obligation to continue our
journey in becoming living
witnesses not only by
touching the lives of others,
but creating a ripple effect of
empowering our fellow young
people in living out the gospel
— no matter how little it may
be, as long as it is done out of
love.

On Palm Sunday, we were given the
opportunity to join the cardinals

and Pape Francis within the barriers
to submit the final document, | am
grateful for the grace of having a
persnnal encounter with Pope Francis.
As he approached us and stretched
his arms, the vibration of his desire to
connect with each one was so strong,
It was like a "taste of heaven"™ as | held
his hand tightly, gazed at his authen-
tic smile and his loving, merciful and
compassionate eyes. | was speech-
less, simply embracing the moment
with overflowing tears of joy. it made
me pander later how much more it
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would be when one comes face to
face with lesus Himself| Something to
hope for! A Pope Francis said, "God
has faith in you, He loves yvou and calls
you.” Are you willing to open the door
of your heart? He will not impase, the
knob is in your hands. Indeed. “love
knows how to risk.”

Alyanng Therese Pangliinan is g member gf
Efve Chvistian Family Aoy gmert [Sons ang
Davghiers Encownter - SADE) (Young Adulis
Pragram - YAP), from the Diocess of Bacoing,
She is o pychometricion and formerfy the
Emder la Grode 3 Guidance Aszorimte gr 5,
Scholastiea’s Acaderny,

The Pre-synodal Meeting was in a
nutshell an oppertunity for youth and
voung adults globally {plus onling] to
contribute to a document (Instrumen-
tum Laboris) that would assist the

Bishops in their upcoming Synod this
October 2018,

Personally what made this
ore synod meeting significant
was that for the first Hme

0 see a hierarchal

NLErT
I 'Was I.-r.-JI'|l to Ir._.Tl.::.- to th
."’Jfl' dnd allowed 15 10 b
Hal= i;.l_'l-':F_:.r---.!' i n *hi
[0
I hEnaLm6 .
wneEnever we had priests. hishops

T ] !
WNs o other youih delepates By

eryone in their language groups gave
each other space to talk and explain
the realities of their respective coun-
tries/religions. | had the opportunity
to represent AVOSA [Apostolic Vicari-
ate of Southern Arabia) and for some
reason | was sharing a room with 2
Muslim sisters [one from Indonesia

and Lebanon) wha also participated in
the discussions,

It was affirming to see a
church that was not exclusive
but relational and that
focused on the ‘common
good’ - and that we had the
platform to experience thig
first hand.

I-!al..'mg participated in preyigys discus-
stons regarding the pre synod, it was
also good to note that the Orfganizers
had allotted more time for groy p

discussions rather than lectyre’ type
SESSIoNs in 2llowing more

the youth to speak and be
that on the sides we had p
religious ta King down note
sentments wheneyer ayo
would note something in

ment that neaded furth
Criticism.
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Chinkee Mantefrio is currently a member of

the CFC Singles for Christ Communily ng o
rmember af 5. Marys Parish in DuBOL ._n;[-
In the beginning of the Pre-5yno

Meeting,

Pope Francis encouraged the
youth to speak with courage
and listen with humility. With
these words, he models the
way for today's Church.

He has taken initiative for creating
Eenuine spaces for dialogue. Thes®
are spaces that call for, and creat®: ?
mature |aity. As a moderator, | 7
sured that | made no input o INte™
ventions during the process. MY e
points for intervention were o BVE .
initial guidelines, ensure that LﬂnUE;
sations stayed on topic, and manaﬂ.hE
that the process isn't dominated i
conversations were a space for the
Spirit, and the group members.

(:.Thﬂ'

| s AP
w that the youth were up daring

task. Their conversations were
and frank, They sought knowle? E.E
when they did not feel confiden =
Brounded themselves in theif reﬂl'\:ﬁ'
they raised questions to each oth® .;
they disagreed (frequently!)- e ey
all, they listened genuingly And tﬂwn_
worked together to smith the P eir
od document which would carry Thﬂrf
VOICE to the Synod. It was 2 docu™

lhEV

that takes the Popea's encouragement
to task. It reflected the youth's diver-

sity, pain, and hopeful desires. Desires

for respect, inclusion, and a genuine
journeying with a living Church,

In their conversations, | saw the thirst
for genuine community and discern-
ment. These stand as necessary con-
tributions during this moment in the
Church, for those who have it as part
of their charisms: The Christian Life
Community, The Society of Jesus, and
other Ignatian communities.

| see a future where today’s youth will

be steering a renewed and replen-
ished Church. This body of faithful is

In a rapid march towards a challenging

fl..ll;l..llE__ and the journey is a genera-
Bonal one. But in this meeting, | have
been left with the impression that if
the “old” Church, and the “young”
Chureh can continue to walk in syn-
chrony, then we will see the renewed
vibrance we have been working for
siNce Vatican I1.
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Christian Life Community fCLE)

T
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o garh
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“Uaffiliate with faith Eroups.

| PRE-SYNODAL MEETING

Calalad is the Fxepufive Secrelery af

Was g huge step of the Vatican
I young people from the Cath-
h, Christians of other confes-
f faiths, and those who do

a

“\We want to listen and learn

from young people. Not the
fake young people but the
real ones... You are the young
people that we would nee;i to
listen and be in conversation
with. Be authentic and do not
filter your opinion...”

These were the words of the Holy
Father addressed to 300 young people
from all around the world during the
pre-Synodal Meeting- Thetse words
gave me a strong impression of _the _
intentional move of the Church in gen
aral ta work together for the présent

g made me reflect if at
church, The United
methodist Church, made a 5|m!IaritE
offart in the past o present Lo inv :
ing people in all sectors and group
ern eot together and talk about the
:—za! issues of young people n:j a-: .
and how we cauld work togethe i
deress them. Out from the Pre- S
: | Meeting, youne representalives
fda ather Christian confessions m.et
rucrr shared the same goal to organize
:r;irnilar gyvent gometime in 2021!

The mE'-Eﬁn
some point, our

s

o we talk

On the other side, although the event
was strongly for yvoung people, the
missing link was that it was mainly
organized by adults. Perhaps, to move
forward and to model this vision from
the mesting, young peopla must ba
included in the decision making and
designing of big international events
like that! As the Pope shared, the old
generations are the dreamers, but the
young generation are the prophets
and prophetess! We must work to-
gether—-not for or to—but with young

people!

toy Evo Bohol is the Programme Exfcutive for
vouth Engagernent of the World Council af
Churches. Haiing from Cebu, she s now based
in Genewn, Swilreriong.
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Eugene Parayaoan

Fr. Rogel: Fast Facts
*Birthdate: 13 April
*From Cebu City
_,:IEEFZE; the Society in 1994 and was ordajned
-“%:—-r-..'&d a5 2005-2008 School D
Lollege of Culion, Palawan
*He completed his Lice ntiate |
Thealogy (STL) in nome (210
*At present, he is doing R
Theology in Rome

irector at Loyola

n Systematic
U8-2011)

15 Doctorate in g Dlica|

Teaching Background:

=Jid IE'.-'||-||r'l'=_"-"l1 Visil Mg Pr |:-"|;|':__5.-:,r at l:lt ok
‘ogical Seminary in 2010

*Taupht the Oid '|r_:-5'[‘_;n-|+.-|t and the Wisdom

Literaturs at the Lo : g
. LNe Loyola Schonl of s
(L5T] in 2011-2D1 3 : Th-ﬂ""-"ssa‘.-'
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One of . - ’
f the changes that LST has witnessed this scho?!

Ve : -3
yearis the dssignment of Fr. Rogel Anecita Abals, 5

EJ:EH,:(E _Pm”"E”l for Academic Affairs. L5T'S _TI_"_-=B

|I"I|_|:|r'.',-|n.l‘l,dlﬂf_?tp{u' o Fr H'DEEFE gr.—;r,ing the fio ||:':|,.'...I'|I:|5.

T|'l."n=|::.h' 5 €re he answered guestions about LST af
-HIDRIZING at the present time,

Tini :
Ig L'ﬂ'l"'ﬂla, whﬂt*s new for LST Students this yeﬂl’?

Fr, H-':l 4
.:'_'..l"'“li-"gE‘I- We started this year the Pre rheological
LLQ RS o = LITE .
Liléwn-:z PBram. It is a two-year certificate program
Sig : : :

Ghen n|-l|l:l EVe prospectiye theology students t

| ' L x 3
i r;} sophical training. Unigue to this Arogram
- L r' - L. - )
o e degree brogram design which caters thioSE

&
Man nhIj'-ITF”InE"E'rTIIHI..!rles E{TIF'I I:',r-.l-ff...'{_*.'l'i'llf. 'I:r|_:\l|'|dl'll.'I .
take |n-"r-t]|m:|hlrl siegn degree so they will not need t©

Al e I:r-\._“eﬁ LE R 3 kf
. -Dllege dep s S apoly {8
the ecc esiastical reqy Bree anymore but 5|: rJh:f‘Lr._wL1
& LT L] Iremn x +ohy afOr=
'\._F'F’.Il"'.g tl.":-cllﬂr_ll,r- Enils f-:';r l,'_l|'||[!|«.| B
.

.ri“iE Lﬂvnlan e
o * What do ¥ou see as the relevance of th

logy e
¥ I today’s situation, particularly in the Chure"

1= nec

and the Nation?

Fr. Rogel: | think that the basic relevance of theology

in today's Church and in the nation, and probably even
in the world, is on the aspect of the human hunger for
truth, for something spiritual—something that 15 not
material, Thus, the training of people in theology viz.
understanding God and the mystery of God, in the end,
will be very helpful for those people who are searching
ficwr God and ;_‘Ir-_'-g,ir.jl:l o meeat God. And ks a E-”"\'h’-"[ SEr-
vice to the Church and the nation to have people who
are well trained in theology, who are able to communi-
Cate and express the mysteries of God to the people.

Tinig Loyola: In particular, Father, what do you think
can LST students contribute to this ministry of com-
Municating the mysteries of God to the Church?

Fr. Rogel: They can cantribute to this communication of
God's mysteries to His people by being trained to think
Critically. So, critical thinking is an impartant skill T'_1E‘r'
will anly become effective in their ministry of bringing
30d to the peaple when they are able, not anly to re-
flect or be the face of God and His presence 12 people,
0 reason and think properly with regard to these mys
teries of faith.

Tinig Loyola: Are there any other skills that an LST
Student should have?

Fr Rogel: If there is something tha LST over the ye
Nas been T|":,-'ir|;‘I to inculcate in its students, it's the pas-
oral aspect ':--’xthril' training. Not just an il
0T just produ ing academically competent individuals,
BUT an LST that forms individuals who are ready i go
re able to deal with
ra them, and

drs

1 tha ministry, individuals who a
the pastoral situations that are set befo ;
INdivig kile wehio sire bl o rF:E.[.Ii‘-I'Id to the needs af the
People,

P spond
Tinig Loyola: What are the frontiers that LST resp
io?
r e s @
Fr. Rogel: The first is in the content where ok E“:l reali
W {om 1 T =l =1
'.'|.||-IE' r"lnE.,P Ur E'IE'LI..".I'E' COUTSes rhﬁ". F3CcKIE I_-I'H'-E E f} i
1es, for example, we have a rising numbe! of stude
Com ' ; ries where
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Majority of the people are n
¥ of the peaple and Muslim;

thej; realities are pither Buddhist, Himd,

"VEN the soythern part of the Philippines 3

"eglity ¢ : hat L5T tries LL
¥ of r"-l']U:.I"T'I ::'l:“'l.:llulﬂr':'rl |"_||'|,|'E'r'| Lndl,

Iso has that

offer courses which may be relevant to those people
coming from these areas with different religious real
ites, The second is the offering of the migration pro
gram. Especially for the Philippine reality, we know that
there are many Filipinos working abroad to find a living.
That dictates the pastoral responses we have to give,
not just to those people working abroad but also to
their families left behind. The other prong when talking
about the pastoral response to the needs of the people
is the inevitable talk about the curriculum. Such that

in the curriculum there are various courses which ara
geared towards giving students certain skills necessary
for the exercise of their ministries e.g. we train them to
give counseling and to give good homilies. Then we also
kaye the final program in the dth year called pastora
management which trains future priests on the man-
agement of their par shes, churches, and local com:-
munities. These are the ways that LST is responding to
pastoral needs by preparing its students for the pastoral

mirnstry

Tinig Loyola: What has the future in store for the aca-
demic programs of LST (and its students)?

Fr. Rogel: As you know, we are in the procass of transi-
tioning from the old curriculum (STB) into the new cur
seulum (5TB and MA). So next year will be the last year
for the implementation af the old curriculum, therefare
we will be fully operational in the new curriculum after-
ward. In another front, we are in the process of looking
Lt other certificate programs which we can offer in LST.
(ine or two programs are already in the pipelines: one
has to do with the safeguarding of minors and another
i« on ecology and sustainability. But these are programs
that are still in the planning phase.

Tinig Loyola: Lastly, is there anything else you want to
say to the LST students?

Fr. Rogel: L5T seeks to provide the basic tools ar the
aecessary facilities which will help students in their
learning process. Therefore, take advantage of whatey
er is offered by the echool. Maximize the use of avail
able facilities and the availability of various professors
<o that you may have a more holistic theological educa

fion

Eugene Parayaoan is a second year theology student residing
at San José Seminary. He belongs to the Diocese of Urdaneta,

B3 ngagin.‘ln.
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Mamert Mafius, 5J

Sacrel:! Springs indeed serves as an apt name for 3 di

logue institute of spirituality and systaina bility, with tah
!J-Llrp-!:IE-E.! of assisting Loyala Schoal of Theulngy:in f Ihll?

its mission of theological formatian and reflection " B
of bringing justice to the Poor and healing our a3 rtlrl--.I TIE{W
the inspired |dea of 3 Broup of passionate indivig I- o
found themselves seated one day, to discuss con Bl
about the world. Their main question was "Huwc:m
4:_fre&s these issues [on peace, the environment u oy
ligious dialogue]?™ After much discussic i
and initial research, the group of Fr. Alber
Fung, 3, Ruben Habito and Marijt
propased the idea of an instityte
uilang, 5.1, with the intention of
ning and addressing these or i

found the idea WE”EWﬂrL'h ;:?;I:..l?r:zﬁar.1dl:;u§uIIDF!EEIUiID"E
gra{ut:ul..isll.' provided an office sPace to lay n{ﬁ:]n.ﬂ. a.m:l
ﬁr.l-'J with that, Sacred Springs Dialogue Instityt 2 In!.'ml'.ltp )
ality and Sustaing bility was formeq e et ARl

to Fr, Jose Quilongg-
i‘lll"-l'lng the ground ryn-

loining the group later

on were A lan Caj
Hubahib, Edn 2185, Honeyhep

4 Manlapaz, Carijssa ¢ :
1553 Simgson, ang Kathring lovy

S3Yam. As posted
Wordpress.com),
Wisdom of divere

CErn FUF Eafﬂguaf
2% of the earth

on their website (www.sacredspringsis"
3acred Springs “draws from the collective
B communities, based on a comman €2
4ing and sustaining the precious resoure

It Bnvisions "3
their collective
their diverse cylt
ture ang sustain
45 Vision for a
thus aime “to pr
of the Sense g
Mented earth

orld where peoples harnes®
wisdom and energies fro™
ures and spiritualities 10 HU’_Z
our shared future” With i
better future, Sacred Springs
omote and foster the recoverY
f the sacred, restore our fr2&”
Communities, and recover OUr
ecological well-being.”

The h:ll_ll'llle'rs_ wgl|

FESDUHEE to FL"I:IF-
Carp

had in ming that this is a concret®

Francis’ call in Layudate Si° for all of us 1

f
ar gur COMmimon home

To gain a deeper understanding of
the institute, its apostolate, and the
involvement of the LST community,
Tinig Loyola sat with Edna ZapantaM-
anlapaz for an interview.

Tinig Loyola (TL): How does Sacred
Springs address problems related

to the care for our common home
Vis-d-vis peace, the environment, and
interreligious dialogue?

Edna Z. Manlapaz (EM): If one takes
note of the major terms, one imme-
diately sees where we are. One, it's
talled a dialogue institute, which
Means to say that if people are pre-
Pared to dialogue, meaning it's a two-
Way conversation — you speak, | listen.
| speak, you listen, then we can sit
down and precisely do that, dialogue.
50 regardless of what difference there
may be of apinions, beliefs, traditions,
¥ you sit down in mutual respect and

listen to one another, that's the way
o go,

Two, spirituality, because there must
be 2 spiritual dimension in all the
Work we undertake. Why? It's because
't's the anly thing that will sustain
45 In our effarts. Looking around at
What's happening In our world today,
""f'E 52 that we are hombarded on all
Sides in this ecological crisis that Pope
Francis has been re peatedly calling
OUr attention to. As an institute in @
Cathaljc school of theology, we need
'0 be grounded in the scriptural basis
h;tEm'“E'ﬁ"r and we can go all the way
. o the Old Testament, to Gen-
- and all the way down through
®velation, and we will find that
ah?:::rimures repeatedly speak
el :he earth. In other wﬁr_dﬁ- WE
P €ed a spiritual dim ensian n
o hEﬂT_i'-ratI on to do this thing, and
nat *Imply worried about gross
“nal praduct, how actions affect
uri;:il“ﬂ stors, or tourism, but to think
od's Cally of our commaon home as
UWn gift to us, and we have a
" "esponsibility to care for this

earth and sustain it for future genera-
tions, not just some civil responsibility

that we have.

Third, sustainability.But we
want to be very clear that
sustainability does not
necessarily equate to just the
environment. It's really the
custainability of human life,

so that insofar

as you have

the physical basis for sus-

tainability, you

also have to

achieve a well-being; as it
were, mens sana in corpore
<ano, meaning we have to
look at things holistically. 5o,
as we care for the earth, we
provide proper nutrition, we
create less pollution;
therefore, we raise healthier
children who are not
malnourished, who are able
togoto school and study
well. It's the entire

connectivity of all life on
earth.

That's why it's called

tute of spirtu ality AND sustain

of the environment, but

broader term sustainability
implies samething more

nat simply
really the
because it

holistic, alongside with

TL: And perhaps,
what is all our €
ing if not impelle

spirit?
EM: Exactly!

TL: Tell us, again, W
our common homel

4o Sacred SPrings--

3 dialogue insti-
ability,

spirituality.

because in truth,
ndeavoring and toil-
d and driven by the

hy dialogue [on

is very important

EM: It's because as Pope Francis said,
the earth is our commeon home, there
is no ather. It has no geographical
barriers, physically. These barriers
and boundaries are all man-made
constructs. 5o that goes to show that
regardless of what region, religion,
faith, culture, political, whatever, isa
lang pag-uusapan natin[we only speak
of one thing): we all are inhabitants
of the same planet. In other words,
we are all in one Earth. And it's not
as if we came to this realization only
recently. What it simply means is that
all through time, various cultures and
traditions have lived in this common
home! And consequently, each of
these religions or cultures has devel-
oped ways of dealing with the envi-
ronment. 50, if you read the Qurfan,
if vou read the Bible, if vou read any
of the major texts, you find that all of
these truth traditions are cognizant of
the fact that nature is 2 gift that we
need to care for, and they have dif-
ferent ways of doing that. Indigenous
peoples don't have Bibles, but they
live it! Their lives literally depend on
how well they cultivate the earth, how
well they make use of what resources
they have, of what the plants, the sun,
and the wind could provide, So the
idea here 15 that — if in our concern
for our commaon home, if we doin
fact have this common concern — then
we can sit together and dialogue and
say “how do we help one another?”
“What can | learn from your tradition
that can be used here?” "What can
you learn from our tradition?"

TL: You mentioned cultures and tradi-
tions that we need to dialogue with:

please enlighten our readers some
mare.

EM: Well, for example, one very
strong emphasis now that Fr. lojo
Fung is especially keen on, especial-

ly coming from his Shaman training
background when he lived with peo-
ples and tribes in remote areas, is that




he finds that the indigenous peaple
have a respect for the earth that we
urbanites don't have. When we ur-
banites need something, we go to the
supermarket and it's there, But for
the lumads, nature is not Just some-
thing out there, it's what they live, it's
what allows them to liveland sg a< Fr.
Fung says, it is imperative that we [jc.
ten to the indigrnm e pEnple bhecawge
EREy are the onas whe literally tive o
the earth, wha know the earth very
intimately, and we should learn from
them. So this is the particular vision
of Sacred Springs, to dialogue so that
we can pool together our resources
regardless of country, culture, creed
to care for our comman home, just errs

Pape Francis challenges us in Laudata
S’

TL: S0, concretely, given that Sacred
Springs is embedded within the
Loyola School l:li'l'l'iel:nluglll; how do
we intend to achieve these aspira-

tons for dialogue on spiritual
sustainability? e

EM: Well, tancretely, one of the ways
15 that we are right now in the procass
of designing a certificate course alang

T

the lines of what Pope Erg ncis refers
10 a5 caring for gur common home |
Laudato 51°. 1t's 5 non-degree progr i
and we are hoping and em-i_n.iunirf o
that every single parish in this eg .
5hr?-|ul+:| undertake a king of nrn::ugr: e
ta |rr.| plement Laudatg 31°, within thme
:&:ﬁ:?ﬂi "5 own parish, working

N progle rnnl:-.':.-.l.unll.riuﬁ i

" thelr logaline

Py Units 1o

4 N II

thinking of |5 i
¥ worke

because as Somebody Pointeg nu:5

5 change roughly Bvery

ownership of the "land” as it were,
unless they take ownership of it, It
will all be talk. It is the people in QU7
parishes who suffer when there’s N9
water, or there’s too much because of
the floods. So, with the parish as the
basic unit of the Church, which in tur™
is composed of the families that make
U & Darieh, that ts where we fa@l

that the call to care for our commen
home should really begin in, which 3t
its very basic is re ally the Good News
And this is why we feel that tapping
Inta the loeal parishes via [ heir priesTE-
and lay leaders, is the way to g0 fof
this planned non-degree program-

The hope is that bishops
will encourage their parish
Priests, who will in turn M-

Courage their parish councils
and lay workers to mdertakﬂ‘
this certificate course. Thes€
Parish councils and lay
workers are the life-and
bloodline of the parish, Who
are there from birth to death-

TL: Wow! If this gets off to a good
start, it will certainly have far-reach-
ing implications and impact. But
aside from the bishops and their di-
ocesan priests, who might the other
key players be and how would you
engage them?

EM: But of course, it's also understood
that the Saciety of Jesus, through the
Layola Schoal of Theology, will have
an impartant role in responding to
this present crisis. In addition, we also
see how the Jesuit-run diocesan sem-
inaries of San José [Seminary] here in
AdMU and St. John Vianney [Theolog-
ical Seminary] in Cagayan de Oro are
Critical partners in the multiplier effect
that’s needed to really get the work of
caring for our common home going,
HHFI in fact, hit the ground running.
This explains why it costs so much to
form a Josefing or Viannista, because
Apart fram the basic theological
formation, there is the added compo-
"ent — the Magis — of Ignatian spiritu-
ality and the lesuit brand of priestly
farmation. And to be very blunt about
Illi.lJ thFiF." LOMminarians are heing formed
" eally beenme huture lnadars of the

Sl church, But already, we have 50
::_:“'I' losefinos and Viannistas who
i Currently working in parishes

1955 the country, and this is a very
E::'d Starting point in our rallying cry
an;ﬂ-pund to our present ecological
it-|.5;pm.m.ai crisis. With their Jesu-
iy training, they can eventually
I'Ec-t.;.me key positians as formators,
f ™%, [and) future bishops, and ef-

dar :
rO55 different levels and sectars of

’-.ﬁ.lr Eﬂ{itt?.

TL:
._-,:;'Il_:rutf if we may add, so with all the
have religious congregations who
'iaht; tudents studying here in LST,

EI"..|'|: 0
in po f “Ourse! And you are correct
nm"h Ng that out, Qur immediate
Mis Laudato Si', which is really

- i
“! the positive changes that we need

the impetus of this institute;

but then again, if we really
understand the deeper sense
of Laudato Si’ as sustainability
in general, and not just the
snvironment, then we realize
that it actually involves
everything and everyone else
in the world, given the inter-
connectivity of everything
that there is in the world.

TL: We've covered so much ground
with just 15 or so minutes of con-
versation! But maybe just one final
question: how may the LST stud_ent
body get invalved and help out in

Sacred Springs?

EM: Very easy! It can be as simple

as getting the word out that we are
here in LST Room 3015, that our door I5
always open and there's alu.rag,r? same
cookies, as well as coffee brewing,

for anyone coming in. We are always
lnokIng [arward te cenvel septheng and
dialoguing on these Pt Lant ansd

critical CONCETNS af ours.

Ji50 awWarcness af this insti-
fule more and more! If lr:uu '_“"_’"E mber
the “Season af Creation” activity that
we had, it was actually an éye-oOpen=
er event for the LST student b!:ud-,-,
making them realize of the emt:tn::fl_t
of this institute, 5 well as the actua
colebration of the ugaagon of cre-

Jtion.” During that ﬁme, part of :.hi
fitual was ped ple wr_m ng dmfurn_n t ei
pesolutions and making e}m [} En:iw
af the same pow, | don't knnT _
ceriously the LST students are h::&,q_
put those resolutions, but IT,;IE; ; e
eritical things that we Sl.mu_ w
be considering asan lnstll:lftmn;l H
hopefully, We don't use plashc haottle:

anymare.

But also, I

Another thing would be proper waste
sepregation and disposal. Stll another
would be lessening paper consump-
Han; or, can we even go more and
more paperless in our transactons?
Can we stop using disposable paper
plates, cups, plastcs utensils? ina
manner of speaking, it's really going
back to basics and firming up our
foundations as it were,

TL: “Going back to basics...” That
sounds simple enough, but we know
it can also be the hardest and most
complicated thing to do for the
“modern person”; but yes, we should
do that. Thank you, for your time,
Ms. Ednal

EM: Thank you! Here’s to looking
forward to fruitful dialogues and
engagements together with the LST
CoMmmunity.

Marmert Mafius, 5 is 3 first year theology
student. He belongs to the Society of ledus and
rasides at the Loyola House of Studias,




POPE FRANCIS

A UNIQUE CONTRIBUTION

Rev. Fr. James Kroeger, MM

Pope Francis has begun his sixth Year as leader of
the universal Church. He was elected on March 13
2013, and was officially inaugurated on th j
of Saint loseph on March 19 These past
(2013-2018) have been filled with inten
recently released data from Rome illust
very busy pastoral involvement,

2 solemnity
five years
Se activity,
rates Francic’

Francis has made 22 international trips, travelin
154,906 miles—equivalent to sjx journeys aroy g|:|
world. He has made 18 pastoral visits within It:l e
16 par.iﬁl'l visits within his diocese of Rome. He hIIII e
canonized 880 saints, created 61 cardnnalsl led Ef;
general audiences which include catecheﬁ::al
fcﬂ?‘:ﬁﬂm on various themes: sacraments, chy h
family, mercy, faith, Christian hope, and th:e Ma: r

He has prayed the Angely .
5 and R e o
tors 286 times, egina Coeli with vis;-

In addition, Francis has issued 41

; maj
including the encyc jor d':*"':lll'l'lE'rll':',.l

licals Lumen Fiej 3n4 Loudato §i

quick sna L i
Pshot” of these cananized saints; it

aFIﬂS.tE.J“C exhortations Evangelii Gaudium .':ll'lﬂ.-"!”nﬂ'rfj

lﬁ;“nnai and the bull Misericordige Vultus. He has

Zliei:jathur S¥nods of bishops and declared two

has Y2ars on consecrated life and on mercy: He

(B *tended or announced three Waorld Youth D3Y*

ati?:iﬂ-;:.nlanﬂ' ar_'d Panama). And, this list of

could e * (extending from March 19, 2013-2018)
asily he augmentad|

ES:T::FL:::IEEE rémarkable “achievement” H'IEII was
Press Office In the statistics issued by the Vatical
Francis will i-:EI ot by Ci"-:tnher aF 2015, Pace Il
Paul VI, and ]a"'hl" Canonized three popes: lahn IHHi r
otz not e 0 _n Faul Il. While this pmseman_ﬂﬁ
other pﬂﬂesvﬁ Iﬂnm th? merits of popes can{:mzlﬁsﬂ
of Pope Fran: g highlight a unique EDmnbun-ﬂl.-.
significant hclf" And, in the mind of this authon it 15
It that al these threa pope-saints were

In the Second Vatican council:

This piee .
® NOW turns ta present a “brief glimpse o

L

highlights their missionary contri-
bution and illustrates the admira-
tion that Pope Francis has for each
of them.

SAINT JOHN XXIII:
JOYFUL POPE

Pape John X1, along with John Paul
I, was declared a saint on April 27,
2014, Divine Mercy Sunday. Over the
Years of his short pontificate (1958-
1963}, John XXl became a beloved
figure worldwide: he was popularly
£nown as “Good Pope John." Heis
remembered for the convocation of
the Second vatican Council (1962
1365); his annual feast day on October
11 is fixed to commemorate his
ODening of Vatican Il on October
11,1962, Each year as the Church
celebrates this saint, we are asked to
recall the pivotal role of Vatican llin

the ongoing life and mission of the
Church,

Angelg Giuseppe Roncalli, the fourth
Of thirteen children of peasant
narmE‘FS. was born in the village of
*Ota il Monte in Northern Italy an
November 25, 1821, He entered the
“EMinary as a young boy.
E'E”ififﬂﬂtlm at the tender age of
_ﬁ':'&r"a he began writing his 5piritIJ3|l
Yiary, which was published as
d{:-urr?f-h' of o Soul shortly after his
ath. Undoubtedly, Pope John's aim
iy |HE Was to he 3 hUl':." priggl_ ne
:glé,ld validly say that he always tried
€ & saint—and he made it!

EEPEL Fuﬂtﬂh“ﬂﬁns. Beginning his
2 Mhficate at age saventy-seven on

“tober 28, 1958, Angelo Roncall
“:?Urzght a whole new pastoral and
E“Drf'lal style to the papacy.

4 'hing the person and contribu-
-::1 Of John XX11| during his visit 10
“nnﬁ:m on June 3, 2013 (50th

e .:h:lnp' of lohn's df"t'lth'l.l F'r_'.I[IL'

'S noted that John X101 life i 2

lassan in how obedience and trust in
God lead to interior peace.

Pope Francis said: “The whole world
recognized Pope John as a pastor

and father, a pastor because he was

3 father.... It is so beautiful to find a
nriest, a good priest, filled with
goodness.” He was “an effective
weaver of relationships and a solid
champion of unity, both in the
ecclesiastical community and outside
it" He was always “open Lo dialogue
with the Christians of other churches,
with representatives of the Jewish and
wiuslim waorlds and with marny ather

people of good wi IL."

Pope Francis sald that John XXII's
decision to convoke Yatican Il was X
the result of a "arophetic intuition
based on his “love for the Church's
traditions and his awaren gss of the
constant need for ren el " Tl:ue
Council and Pope lohn's "nﬁerm; of
his life for its success” Francis said, are
“3 bright beaton for the journey that
Lot yourselves be guided
irit. Do not be afraid to
as he was not afraid.”

lies ahead....
by the Holy 5P
take risks, just

Genuine Spirituality. John XX
outloek is, in fact, a spirituality that he
communicated to the world, He tock
the call to holiness seriously through-
aut his entire life. His profound trust
was evident in his simplicity, patience,
gentleness, and affability, qualities
manifested in all his varied writings.

lohn XX could be very forceful in
asserting his conviction that the
Christian faith should result in deep,
joyful hepe. In his opening speech to
the Second Yatican Council, he said:

“We feel we must disagree
with those prophets of gloom
who are always forecasting
disaster, as though the end
of the world were at hand”
(quoted by Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium 84).

He belisved that divine providence
was renewing humanity and, through
a perceptive reading of the "signs of
the times” (cf. EG 14, 51, 108), one
could discern that by God's designs

a new order of human relations was
emerging in the contemporary world.

Daily Decalogue of lohn XXIIl. In his
homily on October 11, 2006, com-
memarating the opening of Vatican

I, Cardinal Bertone quoted what is
widely known as the "Daily Decalogue
of Pope John XXII1." The following

are some excerpts: (1) Only for today,
| will seek to live the livelong day
positively without wishing to solve
the problems of my life all at once;

(2] Only for today ... | will not criticize
anyane; | will not claim to improve

ar discipline anyone except myself;
(3) Only for today, | will be happy in
the certainty that | was created to be
happy, not only in the other world but
also in this one; (4) Only for today,

| will adapt to circumstances, with-
put requiring all circumstances to be




adapted to my own wishes; (5) Only
for today, | will devote ten minutes of
my time to some good reading...”
Pope John's Decalogue continues: (6)
Only for today, | will do one good deed
and not tell anyone about it; (7) Only
for today, | will do at least one thing

| do nat like doing; and if my feelings
are hurt, | will make sure that no one
notices; (&) Only for today, | will make
a plan for myself; | may not follow it to
the letter, but | will make it.... (9) Only
for today, | will firmly believe, despite
appearances, that the good Provi-
dence of God cares for me...; and (10)
Only for today, | will have no fears.

In particular, | will not be afraid to
enjoy what is beautiful and to believe
in goodness...” We marvel at lohn
XXIl's wisdom and seek to put it into
practice—each and every day!

saint John XX, a holy man with a
great heart, radiated an infectious
optimism and joy. Radically open to
the Holy Spirit, he certainly helped re-
rew the Church, seeking to transform
us all into a truly joyful community of
Jesus' missionary-disciples!

SAINT PAUL VI: POPE OF
EVANGELIZATION

On World Mission Sunday in 2014,
Pope Paul VI {1963-1978) was
beatified in Rome, The choice of the
occasion was significant! First, on
Mission Sunday, the Church focysas
on her missionary vocation and
identity. And, when elected, the
new pope specifically chose the
name “Paul” because he saw himself
preaching the Gospel to the whole
world, following Saint Pauls
missionary dynamism, secondly, the
date marked the close of 3 special
synod of Bishops on the farmily; it was
Paul VI who established the synod of
bishops in 1965 tg asslst the Church
in both reading and interpreti ng the
signs of the times. Rome has con-
firmed that the canonization of Paul
VI will take place in Oetohar 2018 at
the close of the next session of the
synod of Bishops thar is devoted tg
the youth and vocatione Indeed, the
parallels betwean the events of £ﬂ 14
and 2018 are quite striking!

Missionary Initiatives. Aside fram

expressing his “core identity” with
the chosen name “Paul,” Giovanni
Montini accomplished much to bring
the Gospel message to contemporary
humanity, Sharing John XXIII's vision
of Church renewal, Paul successfully
concluded Vatican Il and systematical-
ly implemented its missionary vision.
In addition, Paul VI presented his
"dialogical” vision of the Church in his
first encyclical Ecclesiom Suam (1964).
He established the Vatican office, now
known as the Pantifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue, on Pentecost
sunday 1964,

Paul, the missionary pope, initiated
papal travels, literally covering the
globe. His most extensive mission-
ary journey in November-December
1870 brought him to Asia with visits
to eight countries, While in Manila he
met with 180 Asian bishops, a pivotal
event in the foundation of the
Federation of Asian Bishops'
Conferences. In addition, Paul VI vig-
orously promoted the growth of au
thentic, inculturated, local churches.

Evangelii Nuntiandi, Pope paul will
always be remembered for his 1975
apostolic exhortation, Evangelit
Nuntiandi (EN), Evangelization in the
Modern Worid. This was the first
Papal document to flow from a synod
(the 1974 world synod focused on the
theme of evangelization). This
beautiful document, as fresh today 3
when it was written, asserts that: (1
evangelization is the vocation proper
10 the Church; (2) the Church’s
Mission continues the mission of
lesus; (3) evangelization is a multi-
facetad reality: and, {4) E..-,;mgn-li}_'ﬂﬂﬂ“
includes a commitment to full human
development and social justice-

Paul Vi asserted: “We wish to U:_mﬁl’lﬂ
Bnce more that the task of evangelis
g all people constitutes the essent al
mission of the Church,... Evangelizing

Is, in fact, the grace and vocation
praper to the Church, her deepeast
identity. She exists in order to
evangelize” (EN 14]. “For the Church,
evangelizing means bringing the Good
News into all strata of humanity™ (EM
18). EN became the magna carta

for Catholic evangelization in the last
quarter of the second millennium of
Christianity. Without a doubt, EN is
one of the most important ecclesial
documents of the post-Vatican |l era.
EN hﬂ|l:”'5" addresses the topic of
Evangelization in the modern world.

Pope Francis’ Affirmation. Ewvangelii
Nuntiandy is the most quoted
dn?"'me"" in Pope Francis’ 2013 apos-
jmllt exhortation Fvangelii Goudium; it
* Quoted on thirteen different occa-
% N5. One finds that Pope Francis,
=Binning early in his pontificate, reg-
':'Erl-,r quotes and praises EN. In 2013
"ANCIS said that EN includes words
Tha_t “are as timely as if they had been
wflll-rten vesterday™ [May 17); he called
“Dth% very full text that has lest
‘NE of its dmeliness” (June 13).
s Francis described evangelization,
E'_assaried that EN was "that basic
f:::: I:}f:‘éﬁﬂrﬁun:-e which remains
E.,,E,,Iant (uly 27). The pope went
as .." 50 far (June 22) as to describe EN
@ My mind the greatest pastoral

PCumant that has ever been written
o [hig dav.n-

aq::'rl;:nm reiterated his great
Une 1g on for Paul vl and EN on
nastur‘-,ll 2014, when he opened the
of Royy, “onvention for the Diocese
Statag ES In reference ta EN, Francis
Imﬂﬂrt.an Gl to this day it is the most
d“furnght Pﬂif_-mnciluar pastoral
Passeq L. which hasn't been sur-
ite - We should always go back to
From :1,:“ ubtedly, EN is the fertile soil
At Drgl.lfh. Francis drew much as he
Wal| as _'“5 Evangelii Gaudium (a5
Py 5 H5ing other material from
Pay) "-’I:.IE_I. VI). Francis appreciates
Lause he affirms that the

restimony of Paul I “fe eds us the
flame of love for Christ, lave for the
church, and gives us the mome ntum
to announce the Gospel to the people
of today, with mercy, patience, cour-
age, and joy"” {June 22).

parallel Insights. Popes Paul VI
and Francis share seyeral common
perspectives. TLet us pres_erve the
delightful and comforting Joy of evan-
gelizing” (EN BO); "let us not allow f
ourselves to be ro bbed of the joy 9
euangfllzadnn" [EG 83). All Eﬁrlsna ns
are challenged to be “ayangelized |
conalee e e
wissionary disciples :
5;::?tualit-p must reflect “the fer::: r::f
the saints” (EN g0) and emerge k
#a rpnewed personal encou ntrari w:. :
e 63 e

is are truly “kin o8
:;!a:ur:-ﬁ:' :.—ri*t-h the fire of E'-":'L ngellzalnun.
W try o catch the same Gospe

Fire"!

NT JOHN PAUL I GLOBAL

I
v MISSIONARY POPE

h worldwide
Catholic Churc
Thzicpd a5 Pope John Paul Il was
e til"i.ed by Pope penedict XVIon
'r?:aw.r 1, 2011 and then canonized by
ay L y

Pope Francis on April 27, 2014, in
Saint Peter’s Square in Rome. Catholic
and secular media covered the events
from a wide variety of perspectives,
emphasizing the many and diverse
contributions of this 264th pope of
the Catholic Church whose pontificate
extended over 26 years (1978-2005).

Startling Statistics. When John Paul

Il died on April 2, 2005, the Reuters
News fact sheet noted some
remarkable statistics regarding his
pontificate. He traveled a total of
775,231 miles around the world; this
is 3.24 times the distance from the
earth to the moon. John Paul Il read
aloud, before audiences in the
millions, more than 20,000 addresses.
As pope, he issued more than 100
major documents, including 14
encyclicals, 45 apostolic letters, 14
apostolic exhortations, and 11
apostolic constitutions. John Paul 1
beatified 1,338 and canonized 482
people, more than all of his predeces-
sors in the last four centuries
combined.

Undoubtedly, one of the major em-
phases of Jahn Paul Il was his focus
an the renewal of the Church in her
missionary identity and commitment.
When his mission encyclical
Redemptoris Missio (Mission of the
Redesmer: AW ) was published on
December 7, 1990 [25™ anniversary of
the mission document of Vatican |1,
Ad Gentes] Cardinal Daneels of
Brussels wrote: "this document best
exemplifies who this pope is; it is the
fruit of his mission in every continent,
There is nothing better to define his
pontificate than to say: he is a
missionary pope.”

Commitment to Missionary Evangeli-
zation. In B (1) the pope described
his missionary commitment: "From
the beginning of my Pontificate | have
chosen to travel to the ends of the
earth in order to show this missionary



concern. Wy direct contact with
peoples who do not know Christ

has convinced me even more of the
urgency of missionary activity...”
John Paul Il echoed his explicit pas-
toral chaoice in his Message for World
Mission Sunday in 1981 [the year

of his first visit to the Philippines]:
"My trips to Latin America, Asia, and
Africa have an eminently missionary
purpose.” Everywhere he went John
Faul Il emphasized a central point: *1
wish to invite the Church to renew her
missionary commitment” (RM 2).

The pope was concerned that “mis-
sionary activity specifi cally directed ‘to
the nations’ [od gentes) appears to be
waning.... For in the Church's history,
missionary drive has always been a
sign of vitality, just as its lessening is a
slgn of a crisis on faith” (AWM 2), John
Paul Il made the faith-mission link
very explicit when he noted: *Mission
is an issue of faith, an accurate
indicator of gur faith in Christ and his
lowe for us™ (RM 11).

Saint John Paul Il did everything in his
power to renew mission because he
continually asserted that mission is at
the heart of the Church: “the Church
here an earth is missionary by her
very nature” [AG 2). He was deeply
convinced that “missionary activity
renews the Church, revitalizes faith
and Christian identity, and offers fresh
enthusiasm and new incentive, Faith
is strengthened when it fs given to
athers™ (RM 2). Pope Francis caid

of lahn Paul II: "1 think of him a< the
great missionary of the Church’”
because he was “a Man whao
proclaimed the Gospel everywhere
Missionary and Saint. The chaices of
the dates for the beatification (May
1, 2011} and canonization (April 27,
2014] were certainly not accidental;
both are the Feast of Divine Mercy.
lohn Paul I had a deep commitment
to this devation as it was propagated
by Sister Faustina Kowalska, a fellow

Pole. One can also note the intimate
link with mission. IS not missionary
evangelization all about proclaiming
God’s abundant love, compassion, and
mercy? Mission is grounded in being
s filled with God's loving mercy that
one wishes to proclaim it to the world,

Mission makes God's merciful love
contagious.

One might assert that for his mission-
ary commitment and insights John
Paul Il "deserved” to be declared a
saint! However, the canonization pro-
cess i5 not quite that simple! Yet, the
Church celebrates the life of this saint,
because she has been gifted with an
extraordinary apostle of Jesus Christ,
who used every opportunity to spread
the message and person of Jesys,

We recall those challenging
words spoken by John Paul
Il to Filipino Catholics during
his 1981 visit:

“I wish to tell you of
my special desire: that
the Filipinos will
become the foremost
missionaries of the
Chl.lﬂ:h in Asia”

We rejoice to Pray: Saint lohn pay| |
MEMew aur mizsiunaw hearts ag ‘
members of Christ's Chiurch

LIVING In 4
REMARKABLE ERa

As Catholics toda
privileged to live
of the Church's b
that it is Precisely siy decades 3
(1958-20 18) that Saint John :-:milrlu
:zla:ted Pope (October 25 1958) I'I'.I:5
:s:. than 100 days after his Elecl.'ilnn

€ announced the Second Vatican |

¥ WE are tryly
ina faﬁr_ingmng time
Istory. We reca [

Council on January 25, 1953, the
feast of the conversion of Saint Paul.
Certainly, the Council, considered by
many as the most significant Church
event since the Council of Trent in the
15005, opened an age of marvelous
transformation in the Church—all _
guided by the action of the Holy Spirit-
In addition, this “Vatican Il Era” has
been characterized by several holy
popes: Saints John XX, Paul VI, and
lahn Paul 11,

How did these saints regard Vatica nﬁll?
John XXl said that he was offering to
the world the gift of a new Ecum Er\_tt_ﬂ_i
Council” and prayed to the Holy Spifit:
“Renew your wonders in our tfime,; as
though for a New Pentecost.” Fa ul. vl
said: "One may say that the Council
leaves itself as a legacy to the Church
that held it.” He asserted: “The ﬁrst
need of the Church is to always live
Pentecost” John Paul Il noted: "Tf_ﬁE
Second Vatican Ecumenical mu.ncli
has been a gift of the Spirit t0 hrs_ _
Church.” He affirmed: “The Conciliar
documents . have not lost their value
nor their brilliance.... In the Council
we have received a sure compass 1@
Buide us"

Our hearts overflow with gratitud®
for God's abundant blessings. show’
ered upon the contempaorary ChY r.r,hﬂ
through twa very special gifts: ".";;ll'lf'fl
Il itself and the three “pope-5aints

of the Council. Indeed, the Spirit nas
renewed the Church in our times: W5
have experienced a "New Pentecos!

Fr. Jamues H. Kroeger, MM, has gerved r'rlﬁ:ll:'-‘:
In Asia [the Philippines and Eangl:deshll ﬂi1_|;||
1970, working in parishes and serving nT P
in the education-formation apostetate & * 1l
Marians, catechists, and lay leaders ":‘_'rff;_
he teaches Christalogy, Ecclesiology, MBS
By, and “Asian Theology” at Loyald 5.:|-.nl:la nd
of Theology, East Asian Pastoral Institute:

; ; 1
Mother of Life Catechetical Center in M#
Manila

Archie Dei Magarao, Sch.P.

" line with the CBCP observance of
E ?EE” of the Clergy and Consecrat-
E:nL'fE' Loyola School of Theology
ducted its annual International
®0logical Forum (ITF) last 15-16
i; "th 2018, with the theme “'Fcrrrr@-
n for Ministry in 21st Century Asian
5;;.];!?“']' The event was Erace_.-d with
Elnﬂaﬁ Brs from different disciplines
Such Bures in the Church hierarchy,

e 35 Patricio Abinales, Ph.D., Most
D'-'. Pablg Virgilio David, D.D., 5Th.D.,
n“ Rev. Gabriele Giordano Caccia,

HEv.rc;:mh'im Dy-Liacco, Ph. D., Most
Eualﬂ Brardo Alminaza, D.D., and Ms.
55 L :““E?' They explored different
[u'm;t?ﬂd Contexts pertaining to the
Bangg t:'”- They also invited partic-
np O think of ways of respond-

to . Iﬂrmanﬂn neads in the Asian
Mexty

On the o
e first day, two important discus

FORMATION FOR M
IN 21St CENTURY AS

NISTRY

<ions were held, na mely “On Min!-stry
to the Frontiers” and “Clr.l Fnrmahnn
af Seminarians and Religious '|.rI5-.
5-vis the new Ratio Funda-men:}a.::ts- :
. caeprdotalis (The GIN O
Institutionis Sa dotal ;
the Priestly Vacation). E::. Abr;llé-;m!
jor on the S0c
aned the ses3! -
E{I:ntext of Asia. There are faur rising

s ciological
ictions in the SOLE/ s
contrad  today, His first point is

here seems 10 be strong

ding
i h and an expan
pamic growt ! :
I=-I{"::I:l dle class. pogether with a |:|-E-:'.'I|r|-e
i d longer lite gxpectan

he also pnnnted out the
I f technaloBY and the
yironment at &

context in Asi
that in Asia, t

degradanon af the en
guite rapid rate-

mergence
second, he s .an constitutional

oliticize

FEATURES

IAN CONTEXTS

existence of state-populism-national
gpntiment against millenndal indl-
vidualism, Fourth, he pointed to the
growth of spirituality versus prose-
cution and fundamentalism and how
they are in play in Asia.

pemographically there has been a sig-
nificant movement of people towards
the urban centers of Asia. Along with
this is the population growth of 60
percent from Asia in the global popu-
lation growth of 2015.As population
increases, production also increases.
This is shown in the rising number

of Overseas Filiping Workers (OF\W)
bringing home remittances. Abina-
les, nonetheless, posed a caveat: the
environment suffers at the expense
of economic growth. More and maore
forests are destroyed in Asia with the
Philippines, as one of the countries
that denudes its forests. More than




P

this is the environmental nightma re,
specifically the aggravation of pollu-
ton where 73 percent comes from
Asia,

With the rise of technology, em-
ployment of the younger generatian
seems to still be perceivable. Howey-

er, technology will eventually eclipse
the need for human force. It seems
that younger generations are still
under threat as robots start replacing
hurnan manual labor. Learning insti-
tutions e.g. the liberal arts, will see

a decline of students as more young

pecple crowd towards T-relsted
courses,

Asian debts are also on the fise today,
The Philippines alone has rising cor-
porate debts. The indissoluble gap be-
tween the rich and the poor rem alkfig
the same as less and fewer peaple are
in Lu_nlrnl of the nation's wealth, Cor.
ruption is another CONComitant factgr
to this which remains on the rise in
the country,

Moreover, governmental use of vig

lence is rising in mary Asian nations
This vialence, surprisingly, comeas .
through the use of law; in turn, it is
also used to silence OPPOsIing voices in
a rather arbitrary manner Populism
and cult Persanalities, on ane hang
whs_-r.e leaders with mase appeal an;:l
i:l::.rn'.rmtl‘-z peaple that they are one
with them is Erowing in Asia. Fake
News dIE..‘-'EmiﬂEﬁﬂﬁ, technology, etc
here are employed. To these thrleatsl
Abinales proposed small byt mnsds.-l
tent resistance, and this is where th
Church's vital role COMes in, She | ;
called, through its religious al:'l:imril_:-e
and persons, to be the moral com :
the saciety should follaw: r'n:;ur.;u;:.-.-m55
and at the sama tima, She is :alleclE:n
be faithful to her mMission to reack

to the marginalized. o

The forum's second speaker is the
Papal Nuncio to the Philippines
f.l.F-E“hhiS.th Gabriele Caceig, Hp'de-
livered 3 testimonial for the Year of
the Conseerated Life vis-a-vis greze of
conflicts. Ha stressed the importance
of t}_w Church's mission, especially its
ministers, on 3 jife dedicated tg G

and recanciliation. That we are called
to reconcile and become the means of
reconciliation.

Caccia reminded the ITF participants
that Christianity is not a European
matter. Besides, it is shared not by
coercion but by attraction, quoting
Pope Francis. Conflict exists in the
religious life, especially among per
s0ns. Hence, he offered three nobions
to overcome such conflicts i.e. with,
over, and for. He further said, quoting
Fope Paul that we must recognize an
respect the gther. On the other hand:
4 comment from Fr. Nguyen CoONg
Doan, 5.4, surprised the crowd in the
open forum as he shared his own
experience of witnessing to the word
in Vietnam, He emphasized that 10ve
could change everything; love is the
anly real revalution in the werld, and
that there js power in witnessing 10 it.

Bishop Pablo Virgilio David, D.D- of
the Diocese of Kalookan came next
a5 he talked about “Bridging TheologY
and Pastoral Care Amidst a Culture of
Death and Violence

He opened his talk arguing
that the present government
promotes a culture of death
and violence, particularly the

rise of extrajudicial killings
(EJKs). The current Philippine

administration’s so-called
drug war is illegal, immoral,
and anti-poor.

‘i"_-"hile about 3,967 had already been
killed in the legitimate drug-relat-

2d police operations, 16,355 were
killed by unidentified assailants, and
118,000 were jailed. These killings, he
declared, victimize no less than the
POCr. It is immoral because it disre-
*Pects the dignity of human life; it fur-
ther labels drug addicts as non-human

and it makps no rocm for criminals’
rE‘fﬂ-rml

Killing, he stressed, begins with la-
Oeling resulting to athering [making
O5€ labeled as others or separate
”;:IZI'“"_- The Drug War is grossly
“Dtgnr-i H'E":"ﬂrh David continues, as the
Oper T""” _t':'_kharlg" does not really
and : € a5 itis named. It searches
Mari] rrests without warrants, sum-
¥ executes, and plants evidence
S'FEEIH{EIHy in slum areas. And with
ang "8 Of power to the PNP
Mo ¢ G to issue subpoenas, they
Drﬁtésﬂn legally take those under the
15 g On of the Church's sanctuary.
Tug L?EIEHEEE‘ the lives of suspected
an, TS and witnesses to the EIKS.
acfeﬁtizath Eﬁjﬂ' violence are now
a3 quick solutions to crimi-

Maljt
; 'r' 3 form of practicing the law of
Etallﬁl_'i on

EthESE- how can we resolve the

Bap |

QH"?'-"E:INE‘E“ theology and pastoral
Car .-; id claims that only if pastoral
*—“m; Made as the locus for doing
Pog EY. One has to First avoid what

L I i s e
9NCis calls “theological narcis

sismn,” that the Church must not be
self-referential.

5till quoting Pope Francis, David fur-
ther defines it as keeping Jesus within
herself and not letting Him out. This
|sads to the gaps—gaps of apathy and
indifference—between theology a fid
pastoral care. These gaps prevent us
from seeing the needy, thus prevent-
ing us from seeing the Lord. Remavied
from pastoral care we 3 nnat do
theology, we cannot love God. Out-
cide it thaology is meaningless and
cplf-serving. The Church should not
just be a community of the saved but
a saving community. David added
that if one cannot lewe JESI.JS.: ane
should not even bather coming nE.:ar”
His sheep. Being “the Body ni. Christ;
Christ’s work is the work of His I:.Iﬂd',',
the Church. The Church hE-nEE:, should
hear the “pain of -:::nrnpassl.m n t.hat
enables the Church to be inclusive and
attend to the need of athers.
*5pop the killing and it?':u't th_e heal-
ing" is David's slogan '-:IS-&-'UIS the_ _
culture of death and wnlnlpnc,e- Crim
inals should be seén as wictims, heh .
declared. In carrying nyt ElKs, au:lt or
ities are killing the victims, not i 1: o
suppliers. substance abuse 5:1::4.1 i
addressed asa health issue T anhem
crime, he asserted, as many l:rfthwie
rerstng T, v o
pilitation as Use :
T':::t is less gffective ?ha!‘l‘thE .I:1.I:'ﬂ i
ity-based rehabilitation [citing
;;:nPark addiction Study) in 'f_l'dﬂs:;tﬂ
David 53l
addint::;:llgiillﬂf:;leiint. the real fruit of
WE
3 pI'EI'g."EI'r‘-'l person.
i si-lunch icebrea ker, the
ked in with Dr.
' the topic “Chal-
i mr—Lla-:i:ﬁﬂn: in the Formatian

iane and Religious Today.”
arily formation 15 the
i i { the person 1o
- o configuration @ 2
I:”1IE'mnI$'}1.u5 the subject of formation
Chmr,;j b 1I;e integration of humanity
shou

He said that prim

and spirituality, citing the new Ratio
Fundamentalis Institutionis Sacerdo-
talis (RFIS, I1l.2.28-29) of the Congre-
gation for the Clergy. The challenge of
formation, as he observed, is the lack
of maturity ameng the candidates for
the priesthood and religious life. He
noted that if the person has a call, it

is presumed that hefshe hears it and
decides to respond to it canscioushy.
For this reasan, we expect the person
to learn how to mature affectively,
There are bundles of challenges in
today’s environment vis-a-vis the
formation to consecrated life, espe-
cially in the digital-enline world where
questions of being truly human and
authentic are challenged, the redefini-
tions of family structure as effects of
migration (e.g. OFWs) are raised, and
attitudes toward sex, work, authority,
and asceticism are brought into the
fare. He remarks that today, there has
been a struggle of formands towards
the correct understanding of au-
thority. They demand that trust and
confidence to the superiors be first
established before they cooperate.
The ascetical practice suffers today
due to its waning popularity. Similarfy,
work, according to Dy-Liacco, became
highly dependent on young people’s
interest, thus, it Is no longer perceived
as a form of commitment.

What formation should target, said
Dy-Liacco, i the integration of af-
fective maturity and healthy intima-
cy. The person is in this process of
achleving integration if the following
indicators are visible: self-awareness,
internal control, self-acceptance,
self-esteem, healthy identity, listening
ability, capacity for change, relational
flexibility, healthy solitude, sharing

of authentic self, trust and mutuality,
self-care, sexuality integration, capac-
ity for work, and the capacity to use
the means of formation i.e. spiritual
direction, psychotherapy, mentoring
relationships, among others. These
are in contrast to the person’s past




hurts in the form of deprivation, aban-
donment, neglect, abuse/trauma,
“parentified childhood”, vulnerability,
exposure to addictive behaviors, lack
of play, cruel punishment, and ex-
ploitation.

Quoting Dr. Kevin Mcclone,
Dy-Liacco said that growth in
healthy intimacy and affective

maturity involves naming,

claiming and embracing old

hurts and negative scripts

from families of origin and

making conscious decisions
to act with integrity. Added to
this is the power of accepting,

but not controlling,
the person,

Finally, he held that 80 percent of
formands experienced some form
of abuse while growing up. For this
reason, decisions regarding forma-
tion timeline, standards, and evi-
dence-based methad for healing
abuse and psychological maladies
should be taken inta consideration.
Digital technology, he added, is part
of the affective landscape of today's
young vocations, Alongside this is
the praminent difficulty with silence
and waiting among young vocations
in their prayer life. But what is im-
portant, stressed Dr. Dy-Liacco, is not
what is needed to be done but what is
needed to see the Lord,

Bishop Gerardo Alminaza, hishop of
the Diocese of San Carlos, served as
the last speaker of the first day of the
Farum. His topic was "Configured to
Christ: Forming Priests and Religious
for the 21st Century Ministry” His
opening words were: renewed clergy
15 needed for a renewed Church and
a renewed country. He made use of
Pope lohn X111 methodology called

see-judge-act from the encyelical Ma-
ter et Magistra,

He motioned that one should see the
category to where one belongs: do

I belong to those who make things
happen, to those who wait for things
to happen, to those who are agalnst
what is happening, or to those who
don’t know what is hzppening? Given
the 12 million Filipine people living

in poverty despite the GDP growth of
the country, has the Church failed in
its mission of evangelizing and form-
ing people, or has it lost itg prophetic
woice? He further admitted that the
National Congress of the Clergy had
humbly acknowledged the sharteom.
ings of the clergy viz. succumbing

to personal weakness, materialism,
deficient transparency, and hones.

Ly in managing Chureh's resources.
Thus, there is a greater need for the
sense of shepherding, acceptance of
responsibilities, and awning of mis-
takes among the clergy. The outdat-
&d model of Catholic priesthood for
formands, the fuga mundi (flight from
the world) spirituality, compounded
the issue as action and contemplation
were dichotomized, Besides these are
the "subcultures” such as machismag
clericalism, sense of entitlement m:j
of silence, obsessian tewarg ma{eriatﬂ
Properties, gay culture, and mary
others which block and deform sem-
nary formation and Priestly ordinatian
understood as the terminal point of
formation. Alminaza, then, proposed
a lifestyle Inventory as 3 point of

discernment and solution to these
issUas,

The formation of priests means
following a singular journey of dis-
cipleship which begins at baptism
gunted Alminaza Helpful to this 4:: the
integration of the four Pillars of for-
mation: human, spiritual, intellectyal
and pastoral. Nevertheleas, priestly -
formation’s tommunitarian dimension
must not be forgotten ang its means

of formations through personal ac-
companiment, such as spiritual direc-
tion and community accompaniment
{cf. RFIS, 44-49 and 50-52). Farmation
likewise has a clear missionary char-
acter, Seminaries, therefore, shauld
form missionary disciples who are in
love with Jesus and shepherds with
the smell of the sheep. Consequent-
by, RFIS no. 3 urges that every priest
should always feel that he is a disciple
on a journey, canstantly needing an
integrated formation, understood as
a continuous configuration to Christ.
Thus, in the process of formation,
talents and gifts should be integrated.
The formand should therefore be a
person of discernment. For the ongo-
ing formation of priests, it should be
noted that pastoral charity is the heart
of ongoing formation. And in the face
of challenges in the ministry such as
Personal weaknesses, allurement to
power and wealth, and maintaining
celibacy, priestly fraternity should be
the primary setting where ongoing
formation takes place.

Incarnation spirituality, ac-
cording to Alminaza, is a
better act on the formation of
the 21st century priests and
religious. It is where real care
is given, for a cure without
care makes us into rulers. It is
where a Damascus experience
Is permitted to happen and
the crisis is addressed.

Ms. Eva Galvey, on one hand, re-
Ponded to the remarks of Dy-Liacc®
and Alminaza, She asked, “How do We
bring affective maturity in a pErEﬂ”?"
Her answer is that the formand must
be true to oneself and others. & safe
envirenment for being real should bé
Created and secured by formators t@
rnak& this happe n, 50 that authentic:
"y would lead not 1o embarrassment

_bur acceptance. Only in this situation
I5 where redemption and healing of
the person take place and conformity
to Christ begins. Accepting the weak-
ness of the person does not mean
tandoning the person. Moreover,

the relationship of intimacy in prayer
Fesults in transformation, for one's
tonstant exposure to God makes one
Understand Jesus more. Onby in this
way that we can say that we are truly
transfigured,

The secong day of the International
Theological Farum was held at the
Cardinal Sin Center in LST, The theme
OFthis day was "Testimony of Minis-
&1 of Reconciliation in areas of Con-
flict in asia» 1t was graced by 5r. Anita
f-'-‘rrbnn, RGS (the program coordina-
r:' of Ruhama Center for Women),
ﬂnell:ll {l::ﬂurie Victor [Consultant, DepEd
lid BCp Episcopal Commission on
i ;EJEnuLJS Peoples), Fr. Heru Prako-
m;ar [prefessor of Islam at Sanata
e Ma University, Indonesia), and a
ik *Peech of Charles Cardinal Bo,
bishop of Myanmar.

2;33;'::3'” highlighted the great trag:
cordin Uman trafficking, which, ac-
.,r.;:,r\EEH to her, is an organized crime.
Such t;.ﬂ'“_“-‘rﬁ fee it as a business
“lateg ;: 't has been legalized in some
s o e 2BBravating the situation.
m.m reason why it is a challeng-
SIon. Statisti cally, about 82 per-
Of trafficked persons are women

'ng Miig
fE_ir“

and children, and many of these are
prostitution-related. Poverty is no less
the culprit of all these. Adding to the
problem are the slow court process
and conviction of suspects, re-traffick-
ing, lack of community support, and
deficient funding. The RGS sisters, of
which Barbon is a member, takes on
the mission of the welfare and protec-
#an of women and children, especially
those who are trafficked, prostituted,
and foreibly migrated. They support
women's rights thraugh pmtecdu_n,
prosecution {of abusers), prevention
of abuse, and part nership with other
organizations. D uring the open forum,
she invited the future ministers of the
Church to help protect women and

children.

With the topic “Remembering and
Reconciliation: Ministry among
Indigenous people,” Lourie Victor
stressed on the wounds created by
the past and their healnl-;g tfﬁdaf"' .
she asserted that culnnual:mrf m.t e
country ©Ceasio ned the marginaliza-
tion of particular indigenous .pe_;r_:-plj
[IPs) by marking them as uncwlrlfem.
This created division h-ElWEEI‘In'It.I o e
who are Christian and th.n::5e- W n|;a-
pagan. Unfmtuua?ell..-, this ITI-EI-'It[l ¥
crept into the gwer.nrnell;jts F:;I;ﬁlteusdw
even after n:nh:lni.mnun._ i :
therefore, EXperie nee dtstn::ri t:m.:d
and Christianity, sﬂ_dlur. contri s
his. At somMe paint, Christia

tai;used the IPs of not hlnE.l, God. |

What is true, however, is the opposite,
The strong and stewardship to the
land of IPs served as their recognition
of God's presence among them. Now,
in the process of recovery from these
wiounds of division, [Ps see the Church
as their partner. In her final words,
she invited everyone to reflect on the
dialogue of life and faith with the IP
and the recovery of the IP perspective
within the Judeo-Christian tradition,
She hopes that in the future, religious
people no longer perceive the IPs as
pagans.

The third testimonial came from Fr.
Heru Prakosa, 5). His primary claim is
that “to be religious is to be interreli-
gious.” It means that harmony among
faiths in Indonesia is possible and it
has to start with the education of the
youth. He found out that interreligious
activities can deepen the faith, These
can take place at the level of reason
(theological reflection), heart (spiritu-
ality], and physique [social praxis).
The 2018 International Theological
Forum ended on a positive note and
challenge that future ministers are
farmed enough to heal wounds, to
protect human rights, and to keep the
faith alive.

Archie Dei Magarao, Sch.P, belongs to the
frder of the Pious Schools, He i in his second
year of theological studies




BEING NICO

Robbie Paraan, 5J

Editor’s Note: Fr. Adolfo Nicolds was elected as the 20th
Superior General of the Society of Jesus on 19 January
2008. During the 36th General Congregation held i
Rome, he tended his resignation. He has since lived In the
Philippines at the Arrupe International Residence jns; o
the Ateneo de Manila Campus.

"You decide, | obey.” This was Fr. Nico's response to Fr
Tex Paurom, his attending doctor at the Jesuit Health
and Wellness Center where he was staying temparari

ly to address a painful back. Fr. Tex was giving initran-
tions for his short stay at the Center, “yay decide |Uc-
obey.” Fr. Tex seemed not to know what tg makelnf

what the former lesuit Superior General said. By
companion and | knew what was coming : my

ok ; next., O
Nico's face a sly grin had begun tq foirr E?ﬂlvELFr.
into a naughty smile as he continued, “jt's pq ik

obey one man than sixteen thousand
had a good laugh.

Jesuits " We |
Together with fifty or so other Jes,

: _ Its wh
ly in formation, | have bean living 0 are most-

with Fr, Nica for

mare than a year. When asked to write this piece

on him | was secretly terrified, | have written about

other people before, even Jesuits. Each would take 5

much time, effort, and energy because | would always
esitate at the thought of encapsulating pergun'f-

storyin g thousand words. But to write on the former
EEneral?

Il;.:lllrl':;il'lllt1;fll'-l:lar!.l:1-IIr convinced me to get started was 2 mefm”
our ml:ln;thllm adﬁr“ﬁli“E us scholastics in one l'::hai
Femained .,: Tmm"f”'t'r’ meetings. What he fiE“ r
EC Wrong w-lfh Tr‘u_e since: "Be yourself. You will NE 5
and enter ir':t heung_murseu_ But let Christ tout hl*n'
to study hardﬂ your I|_fe." | had expected him 10 tEﬂal
et he advieny - Wich he never said explicitly: | 4
®d us to form habits of study.) Or MayP

IE“HD“ hif. COnsta : 50r'l5'
(4] t Il-‘“El:hilil'l r 0 bEp r
db It
fﬂEpth, B“i | is F ; EE!"I'E' d

simple yet, hnuwing W

ho said i at wisdo""
be yourself b,y let Chy P, En Rl

I5t touch this self.

0
in Seems 1o know how central laughte

S ling _ ;
fricial message was ok ' tay hrist and swim against the T

A f
Tela SCUS on what is truly of value:

In his own unassuming way, Fr Nico strongly encour-
ages us to be gurselves by being genuinely himself
to us. And who is this genuine ‘self'? An extremely
humarous, humble, and haly person.

Not a few formation houses are marked by a culture
of ribbing or teasing, sometimes to the point of being
f"’E’-‘EI‘Em. | was guite shocked the first time Fr. Nin:!:r
Joined in on the chorus of banter directed at a Jesuil
stholastic. Right after delivering his own line—what
he said escapes me now—there was a much preg-
Nant pause before everyone broke out in hysterics,
Including that scholastic, If there was any illusion that
We would have to act differently around our former
Beneral it was shattered at that moment.

We would soon learn that his jokes, his
friendly teasing, and that infectious laughter
Which seems to come from a very deep part
of him, are very much who he is. He is never
GHE”E"VE, not even a tad bit imprudent. He
Never runs out of jokes and, if he does repeat

them, he says them with as much passion and
excitement as the first time.

ghtEF

But . . |
Man ts so much lau
¥ times, really, what elici o

*nd joy from us is not so much the joke itself, bu
® S3Ys it. On several occasions he will not 8Ver get to
“livering his actual punch line, because he strugsles

i: “Onceal his own laughter. How can one r!n::t ﬁr‘;d joy

*OMeane who is elated even by his oWn jokesr

of a priest and In
o seriously and
<& when asked
jDkE wab

g pne an pther
Erancis, FT.

¢ humor, and
£ 3|_-|:ll:|El1'

Fs‘i;r;ﬁr is most important in the life
lose N. We tend to take ourselves 10

HErspectye * This was his respon
3 ﬂtﬁf >eemed to be thrilled a.nytirﬂe_a
In whether over meals or in greenn

t
Niq:hE ha”""'"ﬂ?- Like his good friend Pope

¥ are ; : g
tal |FF N religious life, but also how it is NO

- takes
r:J "®Quires a decision, As the pope ﬁﬁ:’i:‘:‘a 1o

i ; it takes cour : 3
bt e happy, because de. Fr. Nico has

urage
tus th humaor takes t@
at to be a person of mye need 0

- ings are
12€ ourselyes and see that before God thing

all relative and only love is supreme. The Pharisees
can be a very serious bunch.”

If there is anything Fr. Nico is serious with it is not
wanting to be treated any differently from the rest

of us. He loathes any special treatment. He always
wants to be called plainly “Nico.” (Of course, being
rather disobedient Jesuits, all of us do give our former
general special attention, but we do so discreetly.) He
always stops to greet whomever he meets on the cor-
ridor—whether priest, scholastic, employee, or even
tha cats lying around Arrupe—and he does so with

3 smile, a gentle gaze, and—at least for the human
beings—an occasional joke. His humility shows forth
not only in our community but outside. He insisted
on joining the Arrupe scholastics in their apostolate
areas: a public hospital, a home for cancer patients,

3 center for indigent children with disabilities, or the
many chapels and homes we visit in urban poor com-
munities. And his manner of interacting with simple
people was the same way he wo ul.d speak and talk to
anyone else. if | could enter into his prayers, I'-.“: bet he
relates with God in the same way. He was and is the
came humble and truthful person all throughout.

Very soon Fr. Nico will be leaving us to g0 back t.|:|-
Japan. Arrupe will never be the 5§ me without him.
The dining room or the chapel will never be the same
without Fr Nico in his usual place eaﬁng ar praying,
hing out loud or guietly smiling n‘: prayer, For the
past year we have gotten used tn?l having this hu mble
and happy Jesuit accompany us in our furmafnnn..ﬂn.;l
it will take some time to get used to not having him
close, this *eaint-next-door” who has murmrf-ed for us
God's presence simply by being as true to himself as
we will miss Fr. Nico’s holy presence but what
he taught us through his example will endure as long

e continue to be as true to ourselves and to our
E:rd as he has been true to us and to his God.

|aug

he can.

f, 5, belongs o the Society of lesus. He is in his
r
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Robbie P2 f theological studies and reskdes at the Arrupe
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HOMILIES

"HACKING” THE GOSPEL

MOST REV. HONESTO ONGTIOCO, D.D.

Editor’s Note: This homily was delivered during LST's Holy
Spirit Mass last 23 August 2017 at the 5t. Ignatius Oroto-
ry.

Rev. Fr. Jose Quilongquilong, President of Loyala
School of Theology, distinguished professors, students
of theology, staff of LST and guests. Being the bishop
of the diocese where you are, allow me to welcome
you all!

You are here at Loyola School of Theology not primar-
ily to get a degree in theology or a diploma in what-
ever particular course or specialization you are taking
but because of the man JESUS CHRIST You desire to
be enlightened more about Him in view of the mis-
sion ahead. And in our meager atterm pi

at trying to
understand Jesus, we hope to fal|

in love with Him.

And in the end, as our gospel reading points out

-..lr'-d erstand that “No one knows the Father E'IL'E;'.‘II the
Son and to anyone to whom the Son wishes to reve
Him" (Lk 10:22). Knowing the Father jc our ultimate
goal and purpose

al

= 1':.& not define theology as “fides quaerens intellec-
fum?” Faith seeking understanding.

nd who is this man we are trying to understand In

faith?
aith? What does gyr faith proclaim about Him? Jesus

Chirist i
: Mistis the begotten San of the Father born of Mary,
the Immaculate virgin.

The life nflesus, His

assion. death and
resurrection 3 ;

IS the source of hope amidst the
hﬂPE'|E55nE55 all around.

”: WE ar
o ur1|aiitr? k:hﬂ"". uUnderstand ang love Jesus, the KeY
T ih rs_r'n‘p's-teries of lesus Incarnate is the
» Who |
Son. *love between the Father and the

If we go throy
: EN the Serj ;
fions of the Holy Spirit 'Plures, we can see the ac

ol N three moye The HolY
pirit ||Iumu}ea. Purifies ang inspires e

luminatign |
115 simply defineg as light that shines o

something. If you are familiar with the painting of
Caravaggio about the Conversion of St. Paul, he uses
the style called Chigroscuro that shows the scene
llumined by a source of light that comes from outside
the painting but is still a part of the whole picture.
Everything is dark in the painting except for the light
focused on the subject, in this case, St. Paul blind-

ed by a bright light. It is because of this illumination
amidst the darkness, the interplay of shadows and
light, because of such contrast and focus on the ilu-
Mination, we see a greater meaning. Yes, 5t. Pa ul was
blingded by the bright light. But it is also because aof it
that he received the illumination, the understanding
that he needed to recognize who Jesus really is. Qur
MHumination in Jesus will be more of a journey rather
than destination. But we need to constantly re mir1d
SUrselves during the journey that “all of us have this
Hower this ability, to see so much more, 10 5e€ maore
than what i just physically present.” In our 5tu_d3r of
’.[hehulngul.-l we can easily lose focus and not achieve the
I||LJI'T‘|iI'IE|1_-iU|-| needed,

Our illumination must always come from Jesus
Nd His Spirit guided by the Magisterium of
the Church. This requires a good amount of

5Elf~Eﬂ"Ipt1,,iing, reading and praying s0 one

“anlet go of our inflated self-regard, arrogant

Opinions and spiritual amnesia and the
deafening noise all around.

THPEE. estg

- ination and
r blish the beginnings of our illumination
Dﬂtﬂdﬁ{rg

i i in this
5im Jesus. If you are not iljumined in t

ind? If
mﬂuﬁner, how can you open the eyes of the hltn,:jiead'?
I dfg not illumined by the Spirit, how can T'IG orant®
r-..:rnu are not illumined, how can you dispe! IE'ir;n
Shaal : : na ;
In ¢ Peak in behalf of the voiceless? Nlum! ence of

end, is our deep encounter and exper!

Gog)
Th irit is
® Secong Holy Spint
an ent of the

"'y and inspire us. In the Liturgy © ence as it
ig Ca |Hm before the Alleluia is SUNg. e SEquﬂ;E Holy
Spi. ®d, is either sung or recited. It Imnﬂrf‘tubbﬂm
hEartM I:_h.,-: poem declares; “Bending the * ming the
f—hi" : a.nn will Melting the frozen and warf nder-

" The stubborn and frozen heart cannot U

stand Jesus at all. A melting and defrosting experience
of the mind and heart is necessary. In the book of the
Prophet Isaiah, two images of the Holy Spirit as the
purifier are given to us: Fire and wind or breath of

3ir. These two images on the Holy Spirit were used by
Pope emeritus Benedict XV in his Pentecost Sunday

homily.

He said;"The First Reading and the Gospel of the Pen-
tecost Sunday offer us two great images of the mis-
cion of the Holy Spirit. The reading from the Acts of
the Apostles speaks of how, on the day of Pentecost,
under the signs of a strong wind and fire, the Holy [
Spirit sweeps into the community of the disciples of

Jesus who are in prayer, thus bringing the Church into
being... The Holy Spirit gives understanding... the Spir-

it opens borders... Indeed, from the first moments the

Holy Spirit created her as the Church of all peoples,

che embraces the whole world, surmounts all distinc-

Hons of race, clas and nation; tears down all barriers

and brings people together... Since the beginning

the Church has been one, catholic and apostolic: this

is her true nature and must be recognized as such.

che is not holy because of her members’ ability but
because God Himself, with His Spirit, never ceases to

reate her, purify her, and sanctify her”

=

it’'s a lengthy quote but it helps us recognize the
purification that we need to WDFKEH El::ld the inspira-
tion needed to accomplish it. The “fire” of 1.:he. Holy
Spirit purifies what has become polluted within each
Jisciple, within the Church and our country as well.
Our country today is F.c|.||ut|=_-d by political division due
G campaign against drugs by the pres.er.nt EOVEern-
ent. In the current bloody and deadly environment
we're in, the recent death of the 17-year old Grade 11

student Kian Loyd De Los Santos, becomes a glaring
truth of this division.

Thus We need the third movement of the Holy Sp.iritr
o cpiration, o contribute to our personal and ‘-Tﬂhc:-r_'ual
||15F?1Icimﬁ.|;un. The inspiration brought about by the gifts
D;]:L:,::.Hc-ll,- spirit as mentioned in the first reading

roday reminds us of this truth

wer issued by the Archbishop of Manila

astoral le :
The p far reflection to all especially the LST 4

is a good point
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community. Cardinal Tagle points out the importance
af coming together in dialogue but at the same time
condemning the senseless killings taking place and
that it must stop. Here in the Diocese of Cubao, we
have started in some of our parishes working with
UBAS (acronym for collaboration of local gov't and
the Church), the barangay, police stations and city
government through lines of action and coordina-

tion, We are not naive to its complicated and at times

slow and sometimes, exasperating lack of sincerity
of some groups involved. But for us to be true to the

purification that the Holy Spirit brings and the unity it
established in the Church, we have to work on being 3

Church that embraces everyone, tears down barriers

and labors on bringing people together. “Unity is what
the Spirit brings.” As we celebrate the Year of the Par-

ish as a communion of communities, it is an import-
ant challenge for us to contribute to the effort, How
can the LST community provide inspiration to our
parishes toward building a communion of cammuni.
ties in the light of the extra judicial killings especially
when persons and families go to the parishes angd
ask for protection and help? What illumination and
inspiration can you provide as a theological |e arning
community, reflecting on the word of God and hgy, it

affects our current situation?

To end, let me leave you an image that
home from this homliy, as you begin a
theological studies. One of my priects
shared with me something he saw on
about a book that is soon to be publis
of the book is HACKING THEOLOGY,
what hacking means. Sometime ag
hacked. My personal information
of my personal identity was taken
else, and the specific datz about
by this persona and used it for hi
mostly to extort maoney. That's

As wrong and unethical hackin
apropos and powerfy| i

and come to understa

nd wha i
to know deeper. Tq pa ho it

hack the Gospely

raphrase Jg

YOu can take
nather year of
in the diocese
the interpet
hed. The title
Most of g Know
0 MYy emaj Was
Was stolen, details
over by *0Mmeang
me was discoverag
5 OWn Purpase
what hacking can do

E iSJ- itJE a I|I|-E

With the illuminatiin, purification and inspiration from
the Holy Spirit, may you accept the challenges you
discover in your hacking process. Pope Francis has
dane his own hacking the Gospel and puts it this way:
The world needs men and women who are not closed
in on themselves, but filled with the Holy Spirit. Clos-
ing oneself off from the Holy Spirit means not only 3
lack of freedom; it is a sin.

There are many ways one can close oneself off
to the Holy Spirit: by selfishness for one’s OWn
Bain; by rigid legalism—seen in the attitude of
the doctors of the law to whom Jesus referred
to as "hypocrites”; by neglect of what Jesus
taught; by living the Christian life not as
seérvice to others but in pursuit of per‘faﬂ“al
interests; and in so many other ways- The
world needs the courage, hope, faith and
Perseverance of Christ's followers.

The world needs the fruits of the Holy Spirit: “10¥&"
5. peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, Eeﬂtle-'r-
ness, self-control” (Gal 5:22). The gift of the HolY >P
'tNas been bestowed upon the Church and upo” b
one of Us, 50 that we may live lives of EEﬂUi-“E' fait »
and active charity, that we may sow the seeds @ =
Dﬂciliaﬁnn and peace. Strengthened by the 5F'i_rl.t ET.!I,-
His many Bifts, may we be able to unco mﬂmmmnﬂes
E“-'HE" EEHiHEt 5ir'| and CoOrru F“.'“:'n. [lE"l.I'ﬂﬁr'E ou FISEI"‘;H':I
With patie Nt perseverance iy Ehe WOHES of just ce

o
EEE!GE' AMEN. (Pope Francis, May 24, 2015/ Radi
atttana; '
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LEARNED IN LST

Rev. Fr. Roberto Yap, §J

Eﬂfl‘nr*j Note: ring the 5T Alumni

This hamily was delfvered du

COming last 15 November 2017 at the Oratory of St. 130%°

g nf"-ﬂl"ﬂfu_

’I::uhr::l:bhe-fs and sisters, today we EOMmE h,;n;El-I:E i \We
lsthﬂm 'Pme to our school. The etym |?Il:IE.‘.f a tnmgs: nter-
"“is.si'l::r:, from the Latin schola has various mea nversation;
rudipe 5[ work; leisure for learning; learned E:s,mdenﬁ-'
Hisgy | ebate; meet ng place for teac hers an e
ba Ples of 3 teacher " Does coming h':‘m'f" w L? ¢ [earn-
ingy MEMaries pf: intermission of work? |efsure o

®arned conversation? erudite de bate?
W,
la |::E.mr QUr memories, surely we re membefnd students,
istimf *ense of ‘meeting place for teache’ ;rting <hiat
Urip 2 Fﬂtuatheﬁ.' Hence, it is proper ung ppachers
"h € this homecoming, we remember our LsT f‘are with
b th Aught ys 15, 25, 30 years ago. some of thEmn gamMme
OF thy “Vening, But allow me especially t0 menﬂ:. Fr JoE
E'”"ith. Who have already gone home 10 i ,n;he&:lrnii
Frag " Pete Sevilla, Fr Ed Hontiveros, Fr Carls

lack
Sep . OUille . Jim Meehan, FE
My h mette, Fr Phil Calderone, Fr n Gehring: Fr

=
— g
e

ALL | REALLY NEED TO KNOW,

LST as a scho-

Tom Green, Fr Gerry Healy, FrCal Fnu.ll n, Fr Archie Intengan.
| invite you for a few m poments now, silently to remember
them and in the quiet of our hea rt_s-, murmur words of
gr.atituﬂf' for them. 5a lahat mg émlng Mga propesor sa LST,
maraming maraming salamat po. Daghan kaayong salamat.
was published which became a best seller,
selling 7 million copies, titled "All | really need to know, |
iearned in Kindergarten” by Robert Fulghum As the theme
of my homecoming reflection, | would like to borrow and
race Fulghum’s title, “All | really need to know as a
the Gospel, | learned in LST.” L5T schooled us
+o become ministers of the Gospel, serving Christ and his
urch. | would like to evoke three images that LT es-
i d for her students: to be persons for others, persons
piouse gersons of joy. Hardly new images; still, images
af pravﬁ'fé revitalizing with the help of Pope Francis, because
that nee frightfully important for the spirituality of our peo-
they &= hese trying Gmes, the success of our ministry, a
5, and our deap happiness.

In 1986, a book

paraph
minister of

ple during t :
resurgence of vocation

L5T taught us to be persons for others. We

irst IMAage: !
The fir ’ ers. &5 with lesus, we strive that

aspire always to be for oth

S —— .
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this be the motivating force of our entire existence. You may
remember the famed German Lutheran Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer, hanged in 1945 in a concentration camp for conspiring
to overthrow Hitler. In his letters from prison, Bonhoeffer
spoke of Jesus as ‘the man for others.” And in parallel fash-
ion he wrate that the Church is truly the Church only when
it eatists for others. Just as Jesus lived his life completely for
others (even unto death on the cross), so the Church is to
servie God by serving the world of need.

We are called to be for ‘others’ in the widest sense possible
— in our relationships not only to humans but also to all of
creation. Love every human person as an image of God, a
child of God, like anather self, especially the poar and the
dewntredden. Touch each created ‘thing,” each reality that is
not God or the human person, with respect, with reversnce,
even with awe, as a gift of God not to be clutched posses-
sively but shared generously. In Laudato Si', Pope Francis
teaches "how inseparable the bond is between concern

for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society and
interior peace (L5#10)." And Papa Francisco ch allenges us

to hear “both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor
{L5#49)"

The second image: LST taught us to be persons of prayer
Of course, we all are or try to be persons of praver. | do, r;n.t
simply mean a mediator between God and God's images
indispensable as this is = one whao, in the age-old sy v
"brings God down o men, men up to God ¥ | do nat 'E‘1.I‘-Eln
mean the symbaolism for priests in the words of con B
tion: Jesus took us, blessed us, broke us, and
much more concerned for a personal relatig
tionship of love, a relationship that is a Ivin
relationship of ceaseless living in God's pre
experience of the living God that it cannat
must burst the bonds of my individual self
miutely or elogquently that | love God with 4
strength, love the crucified images of Chyi
loves them.

Bave us. | am
nship, a rela.

E EXperience, 3
SENCe, So ri,:h an
I:IE ir1‘||;:|ril_-',g:"-“:":lI
tells others

Il vy soul ang

st 35 he himsalf

Persans who pray or more accurately, persans whe ¢
pray ... who struggle to pray. Because genyine disci Inmjl

is expecting the unexpected, re sponding to the Preship
in total openness to a Spirit who like -“uugusriner: gl‘ﬂ:lﬁEcl__pd
ever ancient, ever new, Our God is 3 God of 5 Fauty is
our Blessed Mother lived her life as an Opén-ang
life as it unfolds. The mother of baiiie s Nded yas 1n
spirituality, our life with God is a Faseiige : 3:. US that oy,
which we can predict only twe things wi'rhhg.;: Venture jn
the Holy Spirit will ceaselessly surprise ys : “ainty: one,
unexpected or even crucifying the e s Ang WO, howeye,
there, + God wil always he
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The third image: LST taught us to be persons of joy. In his
talk to his brother Jesuits at the 36th General Congregati )
last October 2016, Pope Francis' first counsel was, "to ask in-
tensely for consolation.” Jorge Mario Bergoglio said, “In the
Exercises, Ignatius asks his companions to contem plate ‘the
task of consolation’ as something specific to the Resurrected
Christ (SpEx 224) .., (the task} to eonsole the Christian faith-
ful and to help them in their discernment so that the enemy
of human nature does not distract us from joy: the joy of
evangelizing, the joy of the family, the joy of the Church,

the joy of creation ... Let us never be robbed of that joy.
neither through discouragement when faced with the great
measure of evil in the world and misunderstandings among
those who intend to do goad, nor by lething it be 'Eplaced
with vain joys that are easily bought and sold in any shop-

- Asking and begging for consolation is our main service

of joy.” Pope Francis exharts us that in the midst of difficul-
ties, discouragement, misunderstandings, and adversity, W&
should ask inte nsely far consolation.

Saint lgnatius describes consalation as "every increase of
o8, faith, and charity and all interior joy. (SpEx #316)°
Bergoglio elucidates, “From this interior place comes the
strength of the Spirit that guides, frees, and renews. e are
called to be servants of the joy of the Gospel. And this io¥
of an explicit praclamation of the Gespel — by means af the
preaching of the faith and the practice of justice and mercy
=I5 what miowves g to go the peripheries.”
IAEZ |r|:.;!|-|'_‘ul'lg Iea_rnelrs trained by LST, slowly but surely ..T,.E are
dewnn: that joy is different from pleasure or fun w-h":ha
happy ¢ an many canditions — good health, 3 gnnd_;ﬂthT :
i Py argul?. lots of Possessions, power and prestige. | o
5:? S o o joy is the presence of God. loy i5 3" I”"i's .
Fln:x o Gmis Presence and God's abiding love for !.Js.. 'T“_"
'-.lnﬂ belief that Gog will have the last word; it 152 5
EGDT. N the storm of life.Joy depends on the confidence
au;fﬂfsem E“?“ in pain and deprivation. As Pope o
changes l::l:;:{mte In Evangelii Gaudium, “loy ada pts. aht o™
of Ao DE'mIT -a.|".l||'ﬂ'F'5. E'I'Il:ll.-IlE'S. even as a flicker ﬂf ||g';:| i
done al certainty that, when everything is 53
W app Inﬁmls-l-..rn;,ueﬁ_ (EG #E)"
i ch
s ”“‘:n;rif'-?i:gm Ners, persons of prayer, persons of o ;:' o
Gospel edy, Ef ANd our responsibility as ministers of gl
We really r,,:z:d b Loyola School of Theology Ir“:""ﬁﬂ;Ih
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DOING THEOLOGY IN THE “THIRD WORLD"

V. Fr. Alexander Zammit, MSSP

| admit this question haunted me for a while. How-

T . , ; :

al:ﬁl' Memory of the scorching heat of Apr il ”p:_n m:m ever, | can now appreciate how important it was for
"Wal in the pPhilinni ile hopelessly looking o a home" in order to do theology. Upon

amijl ll.”:.ImeS' e i t, is proba- mem.lea'urE : hing subtly similar between

by o " (3CeS waiting for me at the airport reflection, there is sometning ¥ a
yth |{5ir'| thE (.DI.JI'I' thEﬂlﬂEftﬂamnulatE iﬂhuman W'Drdfa

n,. ® tlearest memary of my first weeks
ey oking for familiarity is probably an imm
nct when “otherness” hits us in the face.

pur claim in
the in describab
force of impact

gdiate

le mystery of God in our life, and the
It took

of being uprooted and rocted again

m iarity and :
th SOMe quiet time to stop looking for fam1||ar|t'p'fﬂ on the other side of the world, Aﬂer:hﬁ 5trugg|ia.nﬂ
Stary nigueness o . e find ourselves on our knees, touching
the PH jrﬂl fT‘I_bracmE the new.r'less ngun’s living and resista I'IE'Z?_- WJ cob after his night-long wrestle, we feel
Sty PPines After spending four years ' ground. Like JacoR attet = : ;
Ving hare I find myself in a pri\."”EE.'E'd space blessed but otill “limping” from the experience.

"BCiate the i
he view. \What is it about my experience in the Philip-

nFy ' and my studies beyond
Coming from Malta, a small Europear R ines that has enriched me 4 s ¥
€ of Quezon City. | was m,-.fmnted many nmes E}[pEEtaﬁ'Dns? If | had to sum it all up in one over-
ity, | w

that the Philippines
2 bheaginpn: . t LST with the ance, | would say
Qlipey.  —BNNINE of my experience 3 : : . _
E‘Ehgn: ¥ EXP has I vited me 1o hold in a fruitful tension seemingly

rreconcilable realities. | have found 2 cul_ture that
the II':EE- raught me how to hold in a more fruitful tension,
have sty and harmony. justice a_ﬂd mercy, deep-seated
5 S i ic narratives, and hidden beauty in the
hqselzft;anguwty. 1 would consider this fruitful tension
mids

5
i my :
arching exper!

P‘hi!iwh?' on earth would you come tﬂﬂ
50 plﬂihES to stud\r theology. wl'_uatn 'yfdﬂser .
i well-established universitie®

home?”




as a necessary ingredient to do a more holistic theolo-
EVY-:

Living in the Philippines and being given the privilege
to engage meaningfully with its people and their sto-
ries, has allowed me to witness what values Filipinos
hold in the highest regard.

Such values like hospitality, a deep sense of
community and resilience have enriched my
theological journey, and allowed me to find
God who embraces His people in the gentle
manner of a compassionate mother, or the
suffering Son in whom Filipinos are able to see
God as a faithful companion who shares in
their sufferings.

Studying theology in the Philippines has made me
more sensitive to how the mystery of God is truly
inseparable from the mystery of our life. | have come
to see how God is more than just the object of my
theological studies, He is a God who is at work in our
midst. | have come to learn that doing theology is ta
contemplate with child-like wonder how the people
of God experience Him coneretely, even and mast
especially in the most dramatic moments of their life.
In a few words, | have been given the grace to experi.
ence a truly incarnate theology.

The inescapable manifestations of poverty in the
Philippines, specifically in Manila where | have lived
and studied, had a considerable impact on me. | have
to admit that witnessing poverty so closely triggeragd
IN Me on various occasions a sense gof protest an.
guish and disbelief at how human beings could five
in such a state of misery. There were feelings and
questions which would not have been triggered hag
| been studying in a context more familiar tg home
where poverty more generally hides in plain sight F
once, however, | have had the opporty, nity to Escal or
the almost inescapable temptation of seeing mys ::;e
as a "provider” of sorts, and the poor a5 mere re E.I
tents. My limited experiences with the poor s cip-
very humbling theological class, where | found ea
being taught by God's peaple and not the |:|’[I-|-:_=:THIIIE'EIr
round. These encounters have brought me tq as:’;‘!
I'l-
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self how the poor can experience God and can speak

of Him as a Savior despite or rather because of their
situation.

My more direct experience within LST has been
especially enriching because of a variety of cultures
that come together as faculty and students. What
has made my theological formation “Catholic” i.e.
universal, is that of discovering how one shared faith,
expressed in a unique manner h1'r every culture, and
how no single image or concept is enough to express
our rich theological and spiritual tradition. In the
midst of such diversity | have come to value more the
attitude of attentive listening before jumping in with
MY own experience or perspective. Allowing “other-
ness” to simply be “other”, and gradually becoming
grateful for it, is an attitude that | have received as a

ift in these past years, and | carry it with me on my
way back home.

My last months at LST have been a kind of
lourney in retrospect, like taking a few steps
back to logk at a canvas in its entirety. This
Canvas is not and shall not be framed at the
end of my theological studies, because at LST
have come to see that theology is for life.

As | embark o
like leaving “ho
whlﬂh Igf_'.k_ed 5
“familiar” tq &

|",' in my hF—"BIT

my journey back to Malta, it feels
me" again, | can humbly say that that
0 foreign to me now feels somehow

a5 an experience of grace.

—

Fr, 1

thesis itleg o g, °t: Paul. He recently defended ">

E-pEch-u.‘E : 11 MH-HE'F of GFﬂI"_EI: II‘ﬂaE{I Dei from the Fe
o' Lorpareality and Other Essays.”

! |-
Uch an extent that | can carry it gratefu
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PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY

§CU RA PERSONALIS

drian Jeric Pefia

i
nu': 5 not g philosophy school, but 3 ﬁ::-r!-n.3’(!;:!'?::'1|
n"'i&s.te-fnr those interested to become 3 dmceecrptar','
an 1 o€ were the words | got from Fi'!E Sabu‘ut

the an J':_'E-é >eminary when | started iﬂﬂulrlntf in
20 " i€ation process for admission there aﬂ I
Vibg : _Er reply made me wonder: did | EIUE;' it
Sagey 'MPression that | was more inl:E-rEE’[EI:| -
f'.lt,.Jr ':I_ Study Philasophy than to be fm!'ne i
jn'ﬂﬂe 'ocesan priest? So | had to explain 10 il
ang | wae |"H:I|':rir1g to be admitted as @ semin i gh
en y o SiMply as a philosophy student. P faﬁ:ntugf
Fighy Oite, then | would rather proceed 10 ;n?w i
lhat p ll.r'ﬂ".-' than to endure phih:lbﬂph‘r'- But | d.m

|I-:::31:1|:|h1,.- is one of the crosses that I had o
5 < after deciding to leave law school an

Nary,
I ent
0y E;':Ed 53N Jose Seminary in 2018 unde
thﬁga il i-.'::lelh'g.“' program. It is San Jose's P il
Wk have already completed a pachelor

¢ the "sPE”
rogram for

and would just need a few philosophy and other
gree {ory COUTSEs 10 be able to do theology. After
prepara | never thought that this program would
i ""E.En"up to its name of being “special ” And as |
e INE | think being special—or sui generis—has
:Jn;:tﬁ'; ::.'.-er-B” theme of my formation so far,
e the wspecial-ness” of my formation during
ster of studies in Loyala S5chool of Theol-
hat time, there was no Fre-Theological
dies {PTS:I program. It was simply unheard of and
shudie " r'EI-FIE'I"" phllﬂﬁﬂph? program to speak of,
L5T had no hl:i:lin5ﬂ ph'," units | nee ded to complete, |
F:;n acked to take up elective courses that
how philosep hy-centered like J'u_:rhn Paul II's
are SOMe o and the one called The Philosophical
Acting F'.erS':II1r Christianity. The experience of taking

hility O : :
Plau5|bll='t'!:w5 brought me to the intersection of phi-
rhesehn:':nd theology. While this sou nds intellectually
losophy

; d to be tough. |
s Fuil the learming Curve prove
s atisfying:

| first fel
my first s€me
ogy (LST). Att

Given the
was just th




immediately felt the inadequacy of my prior dealings
with philosophy back in college. | did not have enough
foundation to be able to competently use philosoph-
ical concepts to discuss or explain theology. But the
saying that "philosophy is the handmaid of theology"
proved to be true at that time. These classes were
safe spaces where one could easily philosophize
about God without igniting a seemingly-endless de-
bate on whether or not God exists. One also need not
feel guilty talking about doctrines, dogmas, or making
biblical references in these courses baea use, ultimate-

ly, the goal was to show where philosophy and thag|-
Ogy meet,

The second semester brought me yet another fealing
of “special-ness.” After being in a dilemma on the fy-
ture of my intellectual formation, the truth hag finalhy
dawned on my formators, the LST administratiun, and
myself. | cannot simply live off LST's philosophy-cen-
tered elective courses to be able to complete the
admission requirements for Bachelor in Sacred Thegl-
ogy (5TB). | had to move. | found myself in the college
department of Ateneo de Manila University to take up
mainstream philosophy courses—from the histarieal
survey courses to other branches like epistemnology. |
thought that being in a class with philosophy majors
and taking the usual philosophy Courses would bring
seme normalcy in my student life. But, |o and behg|d
peing enrolled both in LST and Ateneo made me feg| ’
the opposite. This arrangement made me sprint from
L5T to the college department Just so | could maka it
to my classes on time. And mind You, being in a clag
full of young, eager, and intelligent students pusheds
me out of my comfort zone. | had tg learn the rigo
and discipline of doing hardcore Dhiinsuph? o Aters
neo—fram reading voluminous Brimary texts, vg .
up with comprehensive pa pers, taking ora| EJ;arn
fions, and enduring terror-but-reye
I had to come into terms with the fg Ctthat | coylg
not simply be mediocre and aet as if | was mera|
completing units in philosophy. | had 1o step up ¥
perform like | was a philosophy major full of Erita'nd
order to meet the expectatio ns of my Brofessor in
spite feeling that | was spread ton thinly that + "
whole experience was rewarding, | had 5 rantame. the
Ateneo’s philosophy program, which Is congj dfs:j of
ne of its premier programs. And more 'mﬂ‘:’flﬂntr-,r, it

Ming
ing-
red professors,

made me appreciate philosophy as a discipline, as an
end in itself and not merely as means.

The opening of the PTS program signaled my full
return to LST. And yet my “special-ness” remained.
some may find it odd to learn that a theological
school is offering courses in philosophy. Other may
see it as redundant because the nearby Ateneo has 3
very good philosophy program.

BUt LST has a distinct mission of its own and
offers a unique flavor of philosophy. This i3
very evident in my courses right now where
'tis refreshing to see that reason and revela-
tion are not at odds with each other but are
actually intertwined. The praxis is to employ
Philosophical reasoning and language in order

to look into theology.

'tis using philosophy to make better sense and better

Brasp of what has been revealed to us. It is faith se€k
'NE understanding,

Ag I end my p‘hllﬂﬁﬂ'ph\f studies this May, | Eﬂuld ﬂ':f't
help but pe amused at how my intellectual formation
had alsg been Very much lgnatian-inspired so far. |
May hEI'u"E Shi?ﬁEd from one program to am:rther, trans-
ferred from 5T to Ateneo and back again, but ane
thing is for sure, this is what | needed, | realized that
thera v:.'ai simply ng cookie-cutter or one-size-fits2 o
'f?annmfn Program. What | experienced firsth an.;:fw
I3 hmE: t::nr mators, LST administratio n, and my;eﬂmw
thing thﬂ:‘_mme Up with a “special” program—S
st s actually responsive to my hrmaﬂfnwhne
othe - 30me r‘naj,.r tall this "special philosophy .
'S May consider it as “pre-theology”, but wha

BX i |
[ |ndn.r|duafﬁa1: its bast

-'“'-ﬂrlan i :

of Ls7 aj:: : PEFF 53 second year pre-theology St_l-‘dfln

formation Egldmg 3t San José Seminary for his priest
7% velongs to the Diocese of Kalookan-
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YES, “TIL THE VERY END

¢l Joe Abonal

ed far Fr. Moses from where servers would usually sit
| waite :

Hitoy. - watch, 5:13 on it. Seconds later,
or's Noge. This piece was an undelivered eulogy Jor near the altar. Viewed my

i Mog; ongan who n from the stairs from the parish office.
o o o1 of K Ne 5 b he stepped dow died ta ring the bell. | stood up in antici-

&d j ¥ & ;
e tragic car aceident on 13 Febraury 201 The sﬂcmtail';;::nﬂ of processing immediately to the altar,

Ay : elta pation. But it down at the kneeler on the side of the
iigsfﬁ? ::;ﬂe-ljnur ride from Borongan to Gu:il ;:rruls-rhumps Fr. MGSE[; T_I’:::: ds together and closed hls eyes. | froze
bz o since | have conquered once 367 55 | felt altar, he + not only because | felt humiliated since | was
“'-'ri,-, UMps of the road. The hunger and uneas.lll:;:a the fior a mumezsmnding ek T RN B
By B the ride faded away as | saw the town p - ::uf the the only '.Jn e Chrst getting i e ey e st
aip thgf;ﬁl"‘:‘ finding their way home and::?;:.e'" ::L:;H:.;:dpe-ﬂﬁh-

QUts “You are in Guiuan! You 2 . Made
: i upstairs to formally say hi and of
n::i'-ialf "L would be 3 sacred task to report to |rn|:|-::lrtﬁl"' after the A, I“::IE:E: n‘lr::' surprise, again, he invited me

! An

Bt o s parents urse, repoert. rd and Fr. Kim, the

T *Enifyin th me. First, to my Fe = ) ith them. Fr. Bernard and Ff. .
Ton E that | am ho vy things at to have dinner Wi

|'l-::.,.,.I * 10 my parish priest. After leaving

" took @ of the team ministry, started to come out of their
& . : ! : ;
arﬁwﬂﬂn having shared same snacks with therﬂtane with memhﬂ_;‘-‘ﬁme for dinner. Fr. Moses asked for another F'I:lte
M, | 2 hangeq my clothes and brought MY 2 JocnE, 4 for me. | felt unworthy and at the same time,

|ar1|jﬂ lace :
d after YO o be pid : sation, the first | had on that
to the rectery :-.unufﬂd. The dinner conver

i le table, was 50 Memors-
g Iy *Wn our beloved one. | hurried up 10 signments |y sacred and untouchable e :
W Oy at th i here the daily 85 - seerningly - asked me about my stay in the seminary,
Lallg - 2. Gaod thine it will be Fr. MOses: il ST 17 Am | giving :
tay,, | Mog ST, e AT try who Wil Am | doing We
E'Eh Er.at,:,,r of th h team mnistry.
ra 2 paris
¥ Mags,

W
st{”th =Mt to the temporary church we ha




How are my co-seminarians? How is our community?
Then they would usually talk of the day’s activities in the
parish and also surmise some funny moments from the
past worth sharing at the moment. After supper, | started
collecting my things and bade goodbye. But, Fr. Moses
asked me, "RJ, do you want to stay here in the rectory? We
have a room designated for seminarians. You can use it”

It was the surprise of all surprises of that day. Who waould
have thought that I'd be invited to stay and eventually live
in the rectory? As a minor seminarian, | just saw our kuyas
then stay in one of the rooms and we mga sagutyo, little
ones, simply don't. And now, this time, | was offered ta do
s0. To my excitement, | said yes, went back to our house,
gathered my things and went back to the rectary, | didn’t
mind how hard the plywood bed was nor how the mosqui-
toes feasted on me nor how | would brush my teeth the
next morning since | forgot to bring my toiletries. What
mattered to me then was the new priest in town actua Ity
showed care and concern to me, how he invited me to not
only see and look but most important te share and take
part in the life of the parish.

On that fateful day, 13 February 2018, a Tuesday, with
Basyang’s tail delivering howling winds and unceasing
rains to my home province, eve of Ash Wednesday and
Valentine's Day, two shocking news hit me hard. First, Er
Edmel Raagas, on his way home to Guiuan, driving hi; r:e.ur
slammed to an electric post. His car immediately caught
fire and was locked to his seat. His |aft body was alread
burning when a bystander handed him a knife so ha ta?
cut himself fram his stuck seatbelt. With second and '[hr'1
degree burns, he still managed to run for his life aw I‘II'E:]|
the burning car. Help came mare than 30 minutes Iaiir "

second, more or less an hour 3
a rushing dump truck alongas
pushed aside. The roof blown away Hi

V. His sagt wWas 5
to the back. He sustained an injury in the heag nhGWd
h!s Ieft E:.'E‘ out, deformed his cheek Such i"ju;;rp Pped
him |'Il.5 life. The truck driver with na intention ::ul:::a.”"s“&":I
help him whatsoever immediately turneg the th:q usly tg
stepped on the gas. He abandaned the truck in ae ity
barangay and left no trace as to where to fing pi Témote
m.

part, Fr. Moses was hit by
lippery curve, His car was

men | eall fathers in m

danger with one taken by been p
- death, I ¢ 3ced in
could happen in one day, Anot fathom, how thie

| cannot understand why Fr. Moses. | cannot
reconcile how a good priest, a kindhearted
pastor, a simple man who just turned 50 years
old can be taken from this world just that.
There were a lot of questions running inside
my head, conflicting questions which sucked
the life out of my marrow.

As | cried in the darkness of my room, | started recalling
him. | still could remember his vaice. | still could remember
his face, how he laughed, how he prayed, how he told us
his jokes, hew he turned serious when important matiers
were discussed.

"n one of the wakes for Fr. Mases in their home, | was
asked by Fr. Mike Gadicho to give the sharing during the
Mass. He told me that he already had exhausted every-
thing he could say and all the tears he could shed. And 5
! obliged. But with mich trembling and fear. | chared with

the people gathered three takeaways | have as | reflecte
on Fr. Moses’ life.

First, He was truly a father. | still ean remember how after
the initiation as a first year in San Jose, | texted him an
told him that it was over and | have been “baptized” 3°°
fnséﬁﬁ 0. He rE-ph'E-d WEIE{JH‘IiI’IE me to the JnSéﬁﬂﬂ |-If-E an
If‘adiﬁﬂn and congratulating me for enduring the iniha
tion. And whenever there are significant moments in the

i a
seminary, | would oftentimes text him. “Father, tapC* r

- a
ang finals” to which he would reply “Congrats! Tu.ﬁ'nsln
ong mogo gabi n gk hirm

0 pagsusunog ng kilay.” | always 8%
ahﬂ'“jt EVENts in the fharis.h ::d cgpne rij:'lrtE he said, “ylind
Ngadi, patron ngt~ (Come home. it's already fiesta ovel
here) to which | would reply ““j,iéf lo padre, igis la anay
:z::: :T_:?H week pa ak mauli” (It's ok Father, I'll nll-':a“
it 15 year, But I'm coming home next W.EEH-| e
of care :Saaes, he would reply which for me is t! fﬂ5h| he
ety itﬂﬂ Concern, Even if | was avay fram the I}afmi_
i) Tha: iat I was doing well with my stay in th e WO
to eat hr“;fwh'f, oftentimes, since we were tl‘lEhﬂw‘ T

QINg in th st _hE would always ask me about sy oW
i5 the £ SEminary, what was new about 520 g
Eranﬂrc: Tnunity and many more. When my matﬂmaises
to he sa?ddmd' he told me not to worry ahDUI_ThE ; apov!
hiow M.;: - M@ would take care of it. He asked Ins-tegt aok
after th, ™ and Papa were doing and told me 101 | WS
3 mﬂem and help them in whatever way | €04 'EEr,.,in.E
N the r::d *thow he showed care to the F’F“pli chat ti_“"‘
54CTisty tory. At une time, he told us over dinn&’ -~ h hir™

% Whose education he sustains woul

0 Tacloban so they could at least be bought new pairs

of pants and sets of t-shirts for the new school year. His
f‘?thﬁ'ﬂ'r’ concern has inspired me to become more appre-
tlative of the fatherly aspect of the priesthood. That we do
not father one single person but to everyone we are.

Second. He loved his family so much. | noticed in him that
BAch time opportunity allows him to do so, he would go
9Me to Llorente, Our priests in the parish have this days
O and he would take that time to spend it with his mom
*Nd his siblings. He would even still manage to drive his
:;E":'EW“S to the seminary during arrivals or go 1.'¢| Tacloban
of h.at":h movies with them during vacations. This examele
15 has truly taught me 3 lot. Back then, | thought that
BN one becomes a seminarian and even a priest, one
* 10 really and literally abandon his family. But no. With

oses, his family was important. They play a crucial rol

™ hig Ministry,

: bE"E’VE that his source of strength apart from
Od'is his family. And indeed, when parish life
WE*:':""‘IES toxic and problematic 5qmeﬁmes,
= TUn to our families for consolation. When
We feel lost and lowly, we return to our
dMilies tg recover our sense of id entity
N we fee| exhausted and fed up, We B°
OUr families to catch breath and redisover

some meaning.

g
Uaren, "8 turve along the highway was their hnme_mfam_

Thirg
Mot a'l:-:r APpreciate the simple joys of life. Fr: W o when
We gy "Plicated man, |n fact, | never saw him i an-
O, Thay: Parish events. He always had this calm derl‘lhlt’;_n -
Moge 5 Why hje classrmates in San Jose described i e
%tuuﬂh gy kﬂi’f’n‘buhn" (easy to wark with). P‘EFhal:'“i_ﬁES
Wit E_cu.l'l‘le-g from his deep appreciation of the .rea ie

th 2l e sorrows and joys. For him, Mas simple,

tto
u?‘fﬂ t Sinﬂa- His joys come in small r:":_'Ehmgelf. j:-';s.
r 1] . 5 . N i E
'E,fady " M shining brightly in the morning:

g, Of
Uiy, | *PPY to drive his bike to the farthest ha;_r::;m
b Watcp - >t 10 know the latest movie, he oonlé delight
':;LJE W " in Robinsons and share the storY Wi arted
f '11:&.5;;:‘ Ae returns, Just to have simple, Ilgh:hEefulh‘
O 5 Drn. over lunch and dinner, he slept peat
':H'lmght-s rest.

pses Was

During Fr. Moses’ funeral, there was no dry eye in the
chureh. It was my first time to see personally my bish-

op cry and question God why. We were all in tears a5 he
hestowed the final blessing with a cracked voice. And from
then an, | knew, it was really hard to let go. But we must.
As the people of my parish grieve and the whole Diocese
maurns, we remember Fr. Moses with a grateful heart. We
thank him for the 22 years of selfless service to the Church
as a priest. We thank him for the legacy he has given us. |
thank him for the overwhelming support, the fatherly guid-
ance, the trust and confidence he gave me and the love
and care he generously showed. With him gone, | have

naw one less listener in my radio programs.

The Catholic Bishaps’ Conference of the Philippines has
declared this year as the Year of the Clergy and Consecrat-
sd Persons. Perhaps, it is good to reflect on the life of our
pastors and those who work tirelessly for God’s peaple.
Their selfless service and u ndying commitment are true
treasures of the nation and of the Church. By choosing to
side with the least, lost and last ﬂ-f_snclet-,', they are ;ruh,-
reliving Christ's mission of Emhtamm_; all, of uf-'elc-urnmg ey-
of accepting each of us. Their commitment to the
worth emulating, worth thanking. Their
finds it source in their love for the Good
ar what it cost them. Until the very end.

Bryone,
Good Shepherd i3
love for the sheep
shepherd no matt
ves, ‘til the very end.

—

Moises Mel Campo, Jr. received his Bachelor in Sacred
+Fr. Mo

i i idi 5an losé
m LsT in 1994 while residing at :
ThE?IﬂE? F:: was Moderatar of the Team Ministry of the
e rr;te Conception Parish in Guiuan, Diocese of
Immancg".;ﬂ until his death on 13 February 2018,
Bofo

ived his Bachelor in 5acred Theology
Fr. Edmﬂ_FHl;l']ﬂjT:f:iT; residing at San José Seminary. He
from LSTIN ol ¢ rehabilitation from the injuries he
i currently un he accident. He is 3 member of the Parish
il maculate Conception Parish in

. currently a second year theolegy student of
Rl ﬁhﬂl.'lﬂ |55i'::lml:E at San José ceminary for his priestly

15T -.i.rI'II||E' f'-LE belongs 10 the Diocese of Borongan, Eastern
formanon:

Samar.




FR. PRIMITIVO E. VIRAY, §
12TH PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR
OF THE PHILIPPINE JESUITS

Appointed by the Superior General of the Society of
Jesus Rev, Fr. Arturo 5osa, 5 as the 12th Provincial in the
post-Restoration period, Fr. Primitivo £ Viray, Ir. 5] b

the helm of the Philippine Province last 17 November
2017 ;

A Cebuano, Fr. Jun (as he is fondly called) did basic F

tion at Sacred Heart Schoal for Boys, Cebu, and -::.th' uca-
bachelor’s degree in Business Economics at the 1) .amEfd a
of the Philippines befars entering the Sodiety i lgwErmt-,-
a lesuit, he eompleted his M.A. in Rural De 84, As
1es in 1998 and his doctorate in Developm

2Nt Studi
2003, both at the University of East Al tudies iy

. I"'Il::rwig;hr UK,
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vincial were as President of Atan _
superior of the Jesuits in Naga, a:E gi::ii Unl"rEﬁunlr.
Higher Education Commissian. In i Ba) ';l of the Jesyijt
Jesuit life, he was Assistant Director ang Iﬂ:;'r-il:llgeg of hisg
the Candidacy program in both Haggerty Hall (1980 . )
in Cagayan de Oro) and Arvisy House (1 9"31-1499‘?9-1991
i'.E:-n_CiL-..']_ Ordained to the priesthoad in 100s hq M Qup.
Assistant Parish Priest and later Parish Priest s r .ser'.-erl as
anga Sibugay. He then taught Economics at tl:; LF'.'-rlfl. Zambyg
Enen de

efore hfcnmh-,g Pro-

\'Elﬂment Stug-

Zamboanga University, where he hecame the Local Superr

f‘;r:';adr;::nm 2006-2009, was the Delegate of Regents: A

of Stud.efafnga' FI. Jun became the Rector of Loy® e
== Tunctioning too as the Delegate for Formatl

and Vice-Suparigr of the Theologlans sub community-
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nducted a few days before his to his
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stolates in the next five years or 50 55
®W are reprinted with permission for i

© Eet to know Fr. Jun better.
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I think those are important things. CI s, byt

reading certain references from scripture schelars or some
tommentaries. But in truth, when one prepares it, one
brings one's total self into the reflection of past experienc-
B3} everything goes into the preparation of a homily. 50, 1
tﬁink that is the same way into whatever work that we are
Elven: all aur experience, all of our past, and our learning,
do come into play when we're doing that.”

On his tentative vision for the Jesuits and
their apostolates: “| think there are many
Buideposts already in place as to where the
Province s going. | will certainly not overturn
e Province roadmap that was crafted by the
Province but we’ll continue to push for that,
thﬂugh we are guite aware that the province
@admap is as well very tentative. We are
trying to get there.

:ﬁ;]rréetjuﬁl 53y that my own...very personal reading [af »
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A
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nra\-; ':: ’Pw into the deep as GC 36 say%. But w:ws i
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FR. ANTONIO F. MORENO, S)
PRESIDENT, JESUIT CONFERENCE
OF ASIA PACIFIC

in a letter dated 22 April 2017, the Jesuit Superior Gen-
aral Fr. Arturo Sosa, S, appointed Fr. Antonio F. Moreno,
¢ to succeed Fr Mark Raper as the next President of the
jasuit Conference of Asia Pacific. Fr. Tony, as he is fondly
called, is the third in a string of Philippine provincials to
be assigned to a region-wide or universal post within the
society of Jesus, after Fr. Daniel Huang, 8 [General Coun-
selor and Regional Assistant for Asia Pacific) and Fr. Jose
cecilio Magadia, SI (General Counselor for Formation). In
the same letter conveying his decision, the Fr. General ex-
presseﬂ his gratitude to the Philippine Province and asked
that its mermbers accept his decision "in the spirit of gen-
srosity and trust in God's Pm-.-.idente.” further addln.gl thjat
Illl'.]'IE'] fact that the Society relies .55‘ I'I‘ILH';|"| afn the F’|'|||||;:||;:|!r|.~|5I
province at this time is surely an indication of the maturity
and quality of the Province, which is itself I_:hE product of
so many fine missionaries from other Provinces who were
cent to, began and built up the Philippine Province.”
1993, Fr. Tony taught briefly at 5t lohn Vianney
heological erminary and did pastoral work in Culion, Pala-
an which at one timé Was the world’s largest IEp.er colony
02 ed to by the Jesuit missipnaries and 5PC sisters,
After that, he cpryed as Assistant m_the t'_lwite Master
aare. Immediately after his assignment at the
for three The went to study in the United Kingdom spend-
novitiate, 4 a half years completing a doctorate in Develop-
ing five E:hﬁ focusing on the socio-palitical engagement of
T}Ené::;’ch dith pn.st-authﬂ‘“aria" Philippine society.
the

grdained in

minister

i becoming the provincial in 2013, Fr. Tony held the
Pr'ﬂr-,;sncl.r of the Ateneo de Zamboanga University for six
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Hr&{ ;n;l gejences and Vice President for Social Develop
af Arts

it at the Xavier University, Cagayan de Oro.
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cosa has indicated that he now wants the Pres-
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" ror the whole Society of Jesus. As 'the. new ICAP
_ gr. Tony will be working with the major superiors
resident, . ;:ar" farence on im plementing the decrees of
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THEOLOGICAL HOURS

Living Together with Muslims: A Journey towards the Other

30 August 2017

In an engaging personal narrative of living as a Jesult in Turkey,

Fr. Jean-Marc Balhan, 5.J. told various pieces of his daily experiencei 4
in doing 5o, he led the students and guests of LST toward different
Insights on dealing with similarities and differences as the foundations

of everyday encounter and dialogue-

aamE - -_h"—_-__
ShEFEd by S'DHE: The Transformative Power of the Psalms

6 September 2017

Fr. Francis Alvarez, 5.). explored the Intersection between
and various educational thearies in religious education =8
Psalms, more than as verses found in bookmarks or in the

tells us more about ourselves and our hopes and jn nermaost desires. Ultimately, as
Fr. Francis concluded, the Psalms are "hﬂldrHEEﬂﬂ[unmE““q that lead us 1 AL

look at our lives and put some aspects of it into question,toward transformative
thinking and learning and thus a life that he self in
relation to others and to God.

Believing vs, / g Thinking? Do we have permission to engage ::'l?
‘ critical thinking with the Chur 7
20 september 201
Through the yse of te:hnnluﬂ for more effective learning, Fr. Johnny Go, 5:1
anawered the age-gld questi on of the possibility of thinking wltd
(s opposed to "3g3Inst") the Chyrcp, and Her Magisterium. Fr. Go illustrate
various ways of understanding the relationship between faith and reasn.:r
and than Proceeded to the cq nelusion that critical thinking is not anly
allowed as helie'-'ers, but also, and more importantly, necessary for helieving
t::::::n:ﬁ mmf be stressed that, since the Church is a hE"Eﬂ::t::e
VT 1 Cr e toward quesuxld:““ e Ao dote AL therele s prﬂP:' :r faith
' \ ; : depending op, the de:r::: ;ﬂgaglng the slements and articles 0 ﬂh holds-
Certainty and fallibility that the Chure

i E— T '-'—'_-'I_':r?_.‘_v —

biblical theology
he showed that the

is more attuned tot

Raphael's Stanza della Signatura: The Grea
25 October 2017

The significance of and the genius behind Pope Jyijiys 1k
became the room where papal documents 5
discussed by Fr. Richard Edward Ls MGreay
religious art. He walked the audiance of t
and the relations that exist between deta
In fact a great summary of the relationship betwaen fait
culminates and reaches its fullness in Christ as experien
remembered in the Eucharistic bread and wing,
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The L5T community gathered to have the Haoly Spirit mass In the LHS oratory. Bp. Honesto
Ongtioco, DD of the Diocese of Cubao was the main preside and ho milist, with some fa culty
members concelebrating (read: Hacking the Gospel). In the mass, the faculty members also
professed their faith and swore an oath of fidelity to teach in accord to the Church.
The Student Council Executive board for 5Y 2017-18 were also inducted in office. Aftar
a simple lunch and an acquaintance party followed. 23 AUGUST 2017

the mass,

Some LST Students went to Sitio Sandugs in UP Campus, QC for an Interaction and outreach
with Lumads and other Philippine minorities. gaj Alda, a Bagobo from Southern Mindanao, shared
about her experiences and struggles. They also interacted with some students of Save Our schools

']f:h'l'ﬂ' k-- II. atﬁ"i' WS ||| l' |hf h' Il |
o o i t L S'Ef I =

As part of Seasons of Creatian, a prayer service led by Fr. loe Quilongquilong, L5T p

was held in the Laudato 5 Terrain, at 10:30in the Morning. Seasons of & f-; s resident,
spearheaded by Sacred Springs to promote awareness for the care of gy e i
The prayer service echoed the main elements of Pone Fr UF common home,

Yren i dncig” Bn ic -k 3
responsibility for the Earth and God's goodness manifesting in Er::;::al':—:ﬁ:ﬁﬂ:;‘:ﬂ?;; .
x B o " 'E 2

= 4l
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i . Fr. Romeo Intengan, 5 Doctor, Formaer Provinei
lesuit. He joined the Creatq

rthe ma
from 10 to 13 October |n th TRINg on this day. Wake masses were held in memory

€ LHS Oratg ; san
remember thair memaries of hirm 10 ﬂ’g;_;:;h:f; and friends came to pay their respact
? v

Eia My

! | Theole
3l Superior, Political Activist, Mora of him

h

ey rlst_fi celebration was celebrated to Celebrate the Centennial

Fr. Jase ﬂu:lnnmmlt_ms, 54 was the main presider ang Fr. Cataling 4 b

After the mass, the image of Our Lady of Fatima was Venerated g I:|Irl‘,y;l!“:h T i
2 "tly. 11 OCTOBER 2017

L5T Students held their
“The Mysteries of W issi
People”, In line with th
1E OCTOBER 2017

Wi Living Rosary in the c3 rlip .

onn Celebratign of the Mg
B celebrations of Miss|on Su

al Sin Center, 10:30am. The tl*uamuIﬂ
nth of Mission and Month of Indigen®
nday and Indigenous Peoples’ Sunday:

| *h aster in Spirityality and Retreat-Directing: Ma

Fr. Ambrosio Flores SJ wins the Best Thesis Prize of the
School of Humanities, Loyola Schools

The Theology and Minislry Program (TMP-LST) of the
Schoal of Humanities congralulales Fr. Ambrosio
Elores. S.0.. for the selection of his Master of Arts in
Theological Studies Thesis entitled, "TOWARDS
INCULTURATING' THEOLOGY IN THE CONTEXT OF
THE UMAJAMNENS OF BUKIDNON IN THE LIGHT
OF THE FABC VISION OF INCULTURATION" as ane
of the co-recipients of the Dr, Manuel B. Dy Best Thesis

Priza in the School of Humanities, Ateneo de Manila
University, Fr. James Kroeger, M.M., D.Miss. served as

Thesis Adviser.

The awarding ceremony will be held on Oclober 22
2018, Monday, al 5:00 p.m.. al the NGF Conference

Room, De La Costa Hall, Atenso de Manila University,
As a co-winner, Fr. Bros will deliver a brief talk based on

his thesis during the awarding ceremonies.
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r-_‘-r I Heeding the call of Abp. Socrates Villegas, LST students and other groups attended in th
: Heal Our Land prayer rally. The prayer rally was organized a5 an effort to ;:r:n.-.' r'-::r.1he nn: o kD
sir by fake news, impunity, partisan politics, And violence, After a mass presided by Abp. ".-'il!:;xlg:uamd
H? £ concelebrated by some bishops and priests, the crowd of more than five thousand prayed :1 '-.:-
4= 1| walkad from EDSA Shrine to the People Power Monument. The program culminated wi-r.l.'l - 'rfr i
- | h | blessing and prayers for the nation's healing. 3 NOVEMEER 2017 e
e
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