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January 16, 1968

March 19, 1989

The Congregation for Se minaries and Institutions

March 28, 1972

Loyola School of Theology was
inaugurated in 1965 to provide
theological formation for the
scholastics of the Society of
Jesus, the seminarians of San
Jose Seminary, and the
scholastice of a number of other
religious aorders. LST is the result
of a fusion, first proposed by the
Jeguit Provincial,

Father Francis X. Clark, of the
faculties of Berchmans College
{the former Jesuit Scholasticate)
and San Joge Seminary. First
classes al the new aite were held
on September 18, 1965,

The Jesuit Provincial constituted
the School of Theology and
Ecclesiastical Studies (STES)

as an institute separate and
independent in administration
and finances from the

Jesuit Community of Loyola
House of Studies, under its own
President, responesible directly to
the Provincial. |
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The present name,
Loyola School of Theology.
was adopied.

EDITOR: Earl A. P. ValdeZ

of Higher Learning granted LST
“confer the academic degrees of

BACCALAUREATE and LICEM _
Faculty of Sacred Theology based in the
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Cathaolic University o Il the Philippine

{ this new milestone in

A letter was sent on that day to 2
bishops to inform them o .
Philippine Church history. Undlspultdly,*t:ihee
grant was indeed a "sign of n?nﬁdence o
soundness of the doctrine being

taught at the school.”
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If there is one thing that could be considered
os the legocy of Pope Froncis, not just in the
Catholic Church, but also in the world, | would soy,
unhesitatingly, it is his charm. This is not of the
superficial kind that would have one's face appear
on the cover of Time or People, nor is it something
that leoves people in mere astonishment. This
charm is more profound and fundamental a sort

of an attractive force that leads one to o different
way of living, striking at the core of one's being.

It is the chorm that Augustine sought and
continued to seek all throughout his life, the “ever
ancient and ever new" that led him to understand
his own identity and purpose. It is the charm that
Anselm and Aquinos took efforts to articulate
within the caopabilities of reason. It is the charm
that led Ignatius of Loyola and Mother Tereso
to go out of their comfort zones and encounter
the leost, the lost, and the last of their respective
societies. Itis the charm of the Christian faith, the
reality of which is rooted in, dependent on, and
leading to the Love of God in Jesus Christ.

This leods one to onother thing that Pope
Francis brings: the chorm he rodiotes through
his words and deeds reminds all of the mercy of
God, which is His very name and His fundamental
reality, Pope Fraondis himself writes, “We need
constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy.
It is o wellspring of jouy, serenity, and peace. Our
salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals
the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy:
the ultimote and supreme oct by which God
comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental low
that dwells in the heart of every person who
looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and
sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that
connects God and man, cpening our hearts to the
hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness”
(Misericordiae Wultus 2).

4 Tinig Loyala
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This issue of

Tinig Loyola
seeks to lead to a

contemplation
of the possibilities that

God's Mercy
opéens Uup.

Orowing from Christion euxperience, Pope
Francis highlights that which forms, sustoins,
saves, and fulfils every human person; it is nothing
other than the Mercy of God, the Mercy thot
is God. This leads one to think that, in a quite
profound ond obsolute manner, Mercy stonds
at the bottom of everything ond permeates it
Everything is, because God is Merciful.

This issue of Tinig Loyolo seeks to lead to @
contemplation of the possibilities that God's
Mercy opens up. The theme, Faces of Mercy,
enables one to look at different persons who
have experienced the Mercy of God and how
they are moved to live o mereiful life. In addition,
this issue enplores events and experiences thot
are only made possible in and through God's

Mercy—"of whose fullness we have all received”
(Jn 1:18).

Mumerous things hove been made possible
by God's Mercy: the fifty-first International
Eucharistic Congress held in Cebu, the LST
International Theological Symposium, and the
Golden Anniversary of Loyola School of Theology:
Like the episodes in Jesus' life and parables thot
show God’s mercy, these are instances in which
one experiences how God's mercy moves ond
leads people toword genuine reflection ond

hope; they lead one to be grateful in unigque and
astounding woys.

God's Mercy is ot work in persons and
communitias who, In ther own unigue waoy,
radiote the Mercy of God in their works of
mercy. Several narratives of mercy-filled
Christians ond Christion communities are
included here; they show how God's Mercy
moves individuals to go beyond themselves in
the woy thaot Christ does.

May this issue of Tinig Loyola serve os o
guide toward discipleship, to living Christ’s
mercy in unique and particular woys,
to being beacons thaot lead others to
gratefulness and concrete action. May
readers be inspired to adopt o way
of seeing, acting, and feeling that
reflects how Christ sees, acts, and

feels toward everyone.
Finally, it is certain that God's mercy enters

and is present in various things in life that may
seem to be worldly ond ordinory; yet, they are
reminders of the beouty of life and existence
thot has the Creotor os its Source and £nd.
Reflection on works of art and even life's
mundane activities manifest the greotness
God's Mercy, providing glimpses of who He is
and what He wants for us and our world.

Earl A. P. Voldez
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“Let us remain’in "\
Christ, whois the

source of all mercy and

and compassion, abiding

in him, and let us always

o try to be one with him.

W asP Let us imitate him in his

! w3  movement of love, ingoing

| M) =~ 9= forth to meet humanity.

| A Letusgoforth and open doors,

#%  tomark out new paths

=  for proclaiming

=Y the Gospel.”
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This quote from Pope Francis

Yy servedas the inspiration for the

= original painting on the front cover
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Dear Friends,

A parish priest wos given feedback by o loy leader
that the people were commenting that he was not
engaging the people like a friend. In s dismoy, he
replied: | was ordained Lo be your parish priest, not
to be your friend!”

This simple cnecdote reminds me of something
that Father James Hroeger told us in our Christology
class: if we wish to sum up the ministry of Jesus
Christ. it could be that of a ministry of friendship,
friendship on many levels. Itis in that understanding
that | anchor the synthesis of our journey os the
graduating batch of 2015; if | were to sum up our
experience in the post four yeors here ot LT, it
would be under the theme of Apostolic Friendship.

It is indeed o special privilege to be speo king
before you today os your closs valedictorian dur ing
this year when importont milestones are celebrated
by our ecclesiol community: the culminotion of the
50th anniversary of the Second Viatican Council, the
Apostolic Visit of Pope Francis in JanUar, and the
50th onniversary of the establishment of Loyola
School of Theology. But, this honar does not solely
belong ta me. the honor more rightly belongs to our
religious institute, the Oblates of Mory Irr}mr::-l:u;c;c:h.
which just celebrated the Philippine Province SEDDth
Onniversary lost yeor and is celebroting the =il
onniversary of the Congregotion next year. '1tnr§
Our Lody of the Assumption &cholosticote forme :
and brothers, allow me to offer this honar as the
tribute of our community to the oml curﬁgrggutmn.
To the LST Administration, thonk you | for oving u!i
this honar and privilege (the first in LST and in oL

Province's history).

u todoy mu reflections
Friendship” which s
the most significant

Allow me to share with 4o
on the theme of “Apostolic
Nspired by ond is Alled with
learnings and memories of our closs

L

Apostolic  Friendship 15 the chnfu;irch T:d
S2als the bond of our relationship D5I uheulngmnl
that marks one of the maost essential t

dom is
HOstoral learnings we goined at LST  Its wis
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one of the most important gifts that we will bring
with us os we commence our apostolic ministries
ofter groduation amidst cll the challenges of the
rmission of evangelization todaoy

The words of Father Hroeger, summing up the
rinistry of Jesus Christ as that of o ministry of
friendship, hove remoned in my heort since our
second-year Christology closs. | hove frequently
pondered those words i my heort ond hove made
thot understanding o part of my perscnal and
pastorol life. Indeed, Jesus Christ’'s primary mode
of interaction in hs ministry wos thot of friendship.
Friendship s o charocteristic theme of Jesus,
becouse to be a friend to someone is a form of love,
of which he is personally the embodiment. Jesus’
friendship with his disciples and with those he chose
to relote with (the marginolized, the outcosts, the
sick, children ond women) reveals to us his pErson
and mission—Cthat he is sent by his Fother so that
they, we also, may no longer be caolled sloves, but
friends of Lod

Jesus brought us into an intimote relotionship
with God os his friends; it is that some friendship
to which Jesus commissioned his disciples (te whom
we are successors] to bring to oll peoples. We
ore perpetuating that friendship of Christ, of God,
through our mission os o Church, a mission that is
characteristic of the ideal of Apostolic Friendship,

Inour journey together here at the Loyola School
of Theology, cur academic Learning and relationship
with one another tought me what Apostolic
Friendship means with its integral elements which
| would like to express in four words thot begin
with "G": Giftedness, Grotefulness, Generosity, and
Codlness

Firstly, Apostolic Friendship consistsinreal friends
who recognize and rejoice over the giftedness of
each other. In Apostolic Friendship, none of the
friends is better nor is there onyone lesser. All of
us are gifted, endowed with unique gifts proper to

\sT@so 7
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each for the building up of Christ's Body os willed
by God. | om fortunote to belong to o class, such
os ours, who knows how to appreciate ond offirm
the gifts of one onother. No one possesses oll gifts,
and it is for that reason that we have learned and
lived out the volue of interdependence, overcoming
envy, jeclousy, and competition, in our pilgrimage
together.

Truly, we have been graced with diverse gifts thaot
are intended by God for the building up of his Hingdom
But of the many gifts, it is the gift of our very person
that is most importont, because embedded in each
of us is the friendship of God. It is the gift of our
personhood, the locus of Christ's friendship, which
marks the heart of Apostolic Friendship.

Our recognition of our giftedness essentially
leods us to the second element of Apostolic
Friendship: gratefulness. True friendship is groteful;
thonkfulness is olwoys requisite in  Apostolic
Friendship. Our recognition and celebration of our
gifts go beyond whaot is received; truly, grotefulness

s a solemn recognition and celebration of the Giver
of the gifts

Apostolic Friendship, first of all, honors God whao
gives us the singular grace (charis), thot is, Jesus
Christ who brought us into friendship with God, and
the manifold groces (charismata) with which we are
endowed, making us capable of relating in friendship
with Cod and with one another.

Furthermare, Apostolic Friendship honors those
people with whom our gifts are shared, developed,
cpprecioted, and realized. GCod sends us people as
his instruments in edpressing, nourishing, enjoying,
and octualizing our gifts; to those people, we express
our heartfelt and sincerest graotitude.

Our gratitude for our giftedness, however, ought
not to be mere thankfulness expressed in words
of recognition ond praise; the true expression of
gratitude, and this is the third element of Apostolic
Friendship, is generosity. The recognition of our
giftedness in the oltitude of the head moves us to
gratefulness in the level of the heart, which brings
us further to octuclization in honds extended in
generous action.

Cod is totally generous! God, even in his bestowol
of gifts on us, wills to make us likewise generous.
\We are blessed with gifts so that we may also have
gifts to share, allowing us to live out our lives as
images of a generous God, It is upon that groce
of divine generosity that our Apostolic Friendship is
founded.. .

The giftedness, grotefulness, and generosity
characteristic of Apostolic Friendship equip us g@
out of ourselves and indeed to be in deep friendship
with God—that friendship with God from and for
which we aore colled ond sent so os to bring it @
oll peoples. Personal relationship with God, thot

i5 Godliness, is the fourth element of Apostolic
Friendship.

Our personol friendship with Christ is the source,
core, and summit of Apostolic Friendship; it 5
the friendship of Christ that brought us together
as his disciples; it is the friendship of Christ that
we shored with one another as apostolic friends:
it is the friendship of Christ that we proclaim N
our evangelization; and, it is to that friendship of
Christ that we desire to bring oll peaples through
our Apostolic Friendship with them. Our persuﬂﬂ'
friendship with Jesus Christ ought to be the heart

of our apostolic life. It is our friendship with him
that will animate all our missionary impulses and
endeavors.

To conclude, | wish to finally honor our four
Filipino OMI Mortyrs: Bishop Ben de Jesus and
Fathers Nelson Javellana, Benjie Innocencio, and Rey
Rhoda. Imbued with the spirit of Vatican I, all four
of them (three were graduates of Loyola School of
Theology) were exemplars of Apostolic Friendship
as they shared “the joys and hopes, the griefs and
anguishes, ... especiolly of the poor and offlicted”
(GS 1) pecple of Mindonoo ond Jolo-Sulu.  Their
martyrdom witnesses to the perfect character .uf
Apostolic Friendship, which is to fully love all with
whom Jesus Christ wills to shore his friendship,
even to the point of death. Indeed, the willingness
to sacrifice one's life for o friend is constitutive of
Apostolic Friendship; os Jesus says in John's Gr:l-spe:l;
“No one has greater love than this, to loy down one's
life for one's friends” (Jn 15:13). In5piringlu, our fc:_l.lr
Oblate martyrs embodied the friendﬁhllp of Christ
without culturol ond religious boundaries os they
dedicated their lives in friendship with our Muslim
ond lumad brethren, To our Muslim and EW
brothers and sisters they gratefully shared their gift
of Christ's friendship and generously offered their
lives so that they, too, Moy enperience the friendship
of God.

Friends, we may not be colled to martyrdom by
blood os did our four Oblate martyrs; but we are
called to the ordinary and daily martyrdom of going
out of ourselves. Thus, it is the very friendship of God,
of Jesus Christ, thaot penetrotes our very persons,
that animates our lves, ond that constitutes our
service to the Church, especiolly to the poorest and
those mast abandened, including peoples of other
faiths, cultures, and troditions. ..

Permit me a personal word to my Dad: “You
are right when you told me seven years ago that
to live my Llife in service of the people of Cotabato,
Maoguindanao, ond Jolo-Sulu, as a religious
missionory priest, is the noblest oct that | will ever
do in my life” To my biological Mather who is now
in heaven: “Thank you for entrusting me, through
our Immaculate Maother Mary's care in heoven, as
our family's oblation to God who called me to share
the gift of Apostolic Friendship with the Church and
the world.”

Indeed, to live out a life of Apostolic Friendship
(wherever we moy go after our graduation today] is
the noblest thing that we can ever do in our lifetime.
It is the friendship of Jesus Christ thot we are caolled
to witness to, so thot the joy of the Gospel moy
shine forth in the world. As Pope Francis puts it
“If someathing should rightly disturb us it is the fact
thot many of our brothers and sisters are living
without the friendship of Jesus Christ" (EG 49).

We here are very blessed becouse we have all
been consciously ewperiencing the friendship of
Jesus Christ through one another, It is now time
to go forth and share with the world the joy of
the Gospel—the joy of Christ's friendship—in the
fullness of our giftedness, gratefulness, generosity,
and Godliness in the spirit of Apostolic Friendship.

Sincere thanks to everyone for sharing this
hoppy occasion with our groaduating closs of 2015.
Proised be Jesus Christ ond Mary Immoculate!
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JAMES H. KROEGER, MM

The Name of God is Mercy, released on January
12, 2016 in 86 countrics and in about 20 languages,
is the first book of Pope Francis since his election
to the papacy on March 13, 2013. Other books that
are compilations of a wide variety of Francis' “mercy
gquotes” drawn from his speeches and homilies were
published ecarlier: e.g. The Church of Merey (April 25,
2014) and A Year of Merey with Pope Francis: Daily
Reflections (November 11 2014,

This new publication contains an extensive
“book-length” conversation berween the Vatican
journalist Andrea Torniella and Pope Francis
conducted in July 2015. One may assert that this
baok comes from the very heart of Francis. Here on€
finds Francis' own explanation of his vision hehind
his declaration of the cxtraordinary jubilee of the
Holy Year of Mercy (2015-2016). The following

short citations reveal some of the riches found in
this latest hook,

Pope Francis continually insists that mercy
is the very essence of God; he expresses it this way:
“Jesus said thar he came not for those who were
good, hut for the sinners. He did not come for the
healthy, who do not need the doctor, bur for the
sick,  For this reason, we can say that mercy
God's identity card, God of Mercy, merciful God-
For me, this really is the Lord's iddentity.”

In the book, Francis narrates the details
about a Capuchin priest who came to him in Buenos
Alres and said that he was worried that he might
be overly merciful when hearing confessions. The
priest admitted that he had prayed about the matter:
then he told Francis; 1 2o to our chapel and stand in

front of the tabernacle and say to Jesus: ‘Lord, forgive
me if [ have forgiven too much. But, you're the one who
gave me the bad example’.” Francis noted: *1 will never
forget that, When a priest experiences giving mercy
to himself like that, he can give it to others.” Later,
Francis asserted: I feel I:E'lrnpe:'”t‘l:l. to say o confessors:
talk, listen with patience, and above all, tell all people
that God loves them.”

The Philippine Experience. Undoubtedly,
Pope Francis is the “pope of mercy"—and Filipinos
experienced this directly and personally during his
January 2015 visit to the country that centered on
the theme: mercy and compassion.  As noted by the
Philippine bishops in their pastoral letter: “The Holy
Father has clearly laid out his wish that the main
objective of his visit is to bring Christ's compassion
for our suffering people, still struggling to rise from the
devastation wrought by the carthgquake and ryphoon.”

Am]j]}igh“p "l,‘.-':i_ll||_-g|;'|5',l {_-'HI:-P Fl'CEi!EiL'|'|t. Ubﬂf]—'ﬁfd:

— v his
“Our compassionate shepherd comes O shov

deep concern for our people who have gon¢ thrﬂllﬂh
devastating calamities, especially in the Visayas.
He comes to confirm us in our faith as we [ace the
Ehﬂlltngﬁ: of witnessing the Joy of the Gt}ﬂpl:l in Fhf
midlst of our trials. This is an eloquent Way of showing

Mercy and compassion.”

" material”
Although a vast amount of “mercy .
r Ihﬂﬁtw
from Pope Francis is available, probably the 1 :
Ay [ (« Francis’ document,
(readily found on the internet) is Francis =

il 11, 2015),
Misericordiae Vulous (The Face of Mercy) LAprl 1L d.n]
pire year of mercy, EXTENCE g
ol the close
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20, 2016 |Feast af Christ

ohn XXITIn his
hat the Church

""-“]'Ieruin he pmc]'ﬂiﬂ‘l-"- an <
from December 8, 2015 |5r_un anmiversary

of Vatican I1] to November
> King|. Francis recalls how Saint
“Pening speech to Vatican 11 asserted t _ e
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and goodness.” Francis says: “We need constantly to
contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring
of joy, serenity, and peace.... Mercy [is] the bridge that
connects God and man® (MV 2). Some brief, themaric
reflections on mercy from Miscricordiae Vultus now
follow:.

E

Pope Francis
continually in-

| sists that mercy
is the very
' essence of God.

God, Father of Mercy. Scripture clearly
affirms that God is “the Father of mercies and the
God of all consolation” (2 Cor 1:3). Our God is “rich
in mercy” (Eph 2:4), Dives in Misericordia. The psalms
speak of a merciful God. “Have mercy on me, O God.
according to your steadfast love; according to vour
abundant mercy, blot out my offenses™ (Ps 5L1). “Do
not, O Lord, withheld your mercy from me” (Ps 40:11).
“Let your tender mercy come to me, that I may live"
(Ps N9:77). “Let your compassion/mercy speedily
come™ (Ps 798). God reveals his very idenrity to
Moses as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness™
(Ex 34:6).

One of Jesus’ best known parables is thar of the
“merciful father” (though often known as the parahle
of the prodigal son): Lk 15:11-32. The magnanimous

LSTaso 1A
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father shows his overflowing love, mercy and
compassion to both of his sons. There is great rejoicing
because the younger brother, presumably dead, has
A close reading of this narrative
reveals the overflowing mercy and tenderness of the

returned alive.
compassionate father.

Jesus, the Face of the Father’s Mercy. In
Jesus of Nazareth, mercy has hecome living and visible.
In God's marvelous plan, in the “fullness of time” (Gal
4:4), he sent his only son into the world, born of the
Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive
way. Indeed, whoever sees Jesus sees the Father
(ck. Jn 14:9).

Jesus® entire life and “his person is nothing
but love, a love given gratuitously... The signs he
works, especially in the face of sinners, the poor, the
marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant
to teach mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy,
Nothing in him is devoid of compassion® (MV 8). Jesus
“felt deep compassion” for the crowds (Mt 9:36). He
satisfied the crowds with just a few loaves and fish (Mt
15:37). He is moved with mercy/pity/compassion when
he sees people in need (widow of Naim - Lk 7:11-17; the
Gerasene demoniac - Mk 3:1-20). His mercy overflows
when he invites Matthew the tax collector to follow
him; he looked at Matthew with merciful love and
chose him: miserando atque eligendo [Francis™ episcopal
motto] (Mt 9:9). Jesus spoke many parables devoted
to mercy: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the father
with two sons (Lk 15:4-7, 8-10, 11-32).

Church, Community of Mercy. "Mercy is the
very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral
activity should be caught up in the tenderness she
makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching
and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy.
The Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows

12 Tinig Loyola

The Church lives
an authentic life
when she

professes and
proclaims mercy.

merciful and compassionate love... Sad to say, we
must admit that the practice of mercy is waning in the
wider culture.... It is time to return to the hasics and
to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers
and sisters™ (MV 10).... In the situation of the Ch urch
and the world today, many individuals and groups
guided by a lively sense of faith are turning, | would
say almost spontaneously, to the mercy of God”
(MV 11).

“The Church lives an authentic life when she
prolfesses and praclaims mercy .. and when she brings
people close to the sources of the savior's mercy, of
which she is the trustee and dispenser” (MV'11). “The
Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of
God, the beating heart of the Gospel, which in its
OWI way must penetrate the heart and mind of every
person... As the Church is charged with the task of
the new evangelization, the theme of mercy needs 19
be proposed again and again with new enthusiasm
and renewed pastoral action.. In our parishes:
communities, associations and movements, in a word:
wherever there are Christians, everyone should find
an oasis of mercy” (MV 12),

Priest, Minister of God's Mercy. PoPe
Francis has frequently returned to the theme of

mercy—and the duty of priests to be instruments
of God's mercy. On the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations in 2014, as he ordained thirteen new priests
he told them: “For the love of Jesus Christ, never tire of
being mercifuld Please! Have that capacity for forgiveness
that the Lord had, He who came not to condemn but to
forgive! Have mercy, great mercy™ Popc Francis asked
the priests to never close the doors of mercy in people’s
faces. “Please, do not do this: merey, mercy! The good
shepherd enters by the door, and the wounds of the

Lord are the door of mercy.”

Again, on the World Day of Prayer [or Vocations
in 2015, Pope Francisem phasized the theme of mercy as
he ardained nineteen pricsts. [npart, he said: “Through
Baptism you gather new faithful into the People of Gad.
Baptism should never be refused to a person who E':Eikﬁ
for it! Through the Sacrament of Penance you [ﬂtg”."f
sins in the name of Christ and the Church. And L in
the name of Jesus Christ the Lord and of his spouse,

the Holy Church, ask you all to never tireof being merciful

R -ondemn!

Imitate the Father who never tires of forgiving.-
Mary, Mother of Mercy- “My thoughts now

. has penetrated
turn to the Mother of Mercy... No one haspe :
of the incarnation like Mary. Her

: ; ¢ of mercy
entire life was patterned after the presenc !

made flesh. . She rreasured divine mercy in her htﬂrl.'...;
Her hymn of praise [Lk 1:46 55] was dedicated tL'Ir ;hu.
Mercy of Godl.... At the foot of the CrOss Mary, mﬂj *—:;
With John, the disciple of love, witnessed the wores <

s, This suprer
fied him shows us

n reach” (MY

the profound mystery

; ne expression
forgiveness spoken by Jesu

o merey towards those who eTHED
e : s ud ca
the Point o which the mercy of G

24y
- ., Some
Christians and the Practict - Mciﬁrmcrtjfn-
=Y. . [ 1 b
BUidelines may help our claily living

e ty for every
{l] 1111|1ij_ng.t':ng God's merc) 15 & dury

—_...“

Christian; it is not optional. The call of Vatican II to
deep holiness (LG 35-42) demands practicing love
and mercy; (2) Mercy addresses suffering / “poverty”
of various types in the world: physical, spiritual,
personal, structural, psychological, etc. Thus, Pope
Francis calls Christians to a renewed practice of the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy (cf. MV 15).
“Let us enter more deeply into the heart of the Gospel
where the poor have a special experience of God's
mercy” (MV 13).

(3) We need to practice mercy both ad intra
and ad extra [both in and beyond our homes and
communities]. Like the good Samaritan, we often
fieed to reach our to the stranger or I'ﬂn:igm:r and
show mercy (Lk 10:29-37). (4) Mercy is demanding;
it is not casy; ves, its demands are often inconvenient
and unpredictable; it impinges on our personal plans
and schedules. We cannot calculate when mercy will
be demanded of us. (5) Practicing mercy is not the
same as social work; it must spring from God's love in
our hearts (Rm 3:5); it is not only giving things, but
giving ourselves, (6) We strive to practice mercy in

a manner that respects and restores the dignity of the
recipient of our kindness,

Pope Francis® Prayer. “Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly
Father... You are the face of the invisible Father, the
God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness
and mercy. Let your Church be your visible face in
the world... Send your Spirit, so that the Jubilee of
Mercy may be a year of grace, and your Church, with
renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the

purrr-"

James H. Kroeger, MM is professor of systematic
and mission theology at Lovola School of Theology, East Asian
Pastoral Institute, and Mother of Life Catechetical Center in

Memnila
LST@so 13
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FACES OF MERCY
AND THE PEOPLE
OF NAVOTAS

BY EDRYLLE C. DAYRIT

r' As Pope Francis opened the Extraordinary Jubilee

Year of Mercy, the words quoted above at the right

swiftly confronted our naked dispositions, Now is T'TE

time to bask in the deeper reality that haunts us, not In

: abstract concepts that serve as mere playgrounds for

our wondering minds. Today, not tomorrow, shall be

the start of something new—that of immersing in the

peripheries and encountering people face to face in
order to see concretely the Faces of Mercy.

Apostolate of Presence, As members of BEC
Sangpusod of San José Seminary, our weEkEf‘d
apostolate is to be with the people of Davila
Str_eet. West Side, Navotas City. More than just
 being with them physically, it is being with therm
personally. | mean, to be present in each
oment with them and to see by having the very
celm‘ rlealft:.r and then bring it to prayer. For them, @
seminarian’s visit and presence is a gift. It 1S
something they treasure and cherish. It is a thing that
orever remains in their hearts. | was really surprise
when they tell stories about seminarians from the past
some around ten years ago who used to stay and sleep I"
their houses; they can still remember it vividly! Indeed, It
only shows that a Seminarian's presence there has a very
big impact on their lives. |n this whole panoramic schem®

of things, the Josefino spirit is being kept alive by the
qualities of service, virtye, and presence,

Apostolate of Mer
called to be missionari
with them, with the v
with them by the very
with them by ident

Cy. This year, all of us are beind
es of mercy to everyone, Itisto walK
€Ty same slippers they have, to 5€°
same lenses they hold, and to suffe
! em Dy identifying ourselves with the difficult
situations in their lives, Mercy is not an abstract word but
a face Itn recognize, Contemplate and serve. On many
Occasions, | can really gee God's mercy at work

whenever | am with these people of Navotas. Many

would say, “kahit mahirap po kami, brother, at least

€6 THIS IS THE TIME

TO ALLOW OUR HEARTS
TO BE TOUCHED. 99

-POPE FRANCIS

we can eat decently in a day an!j our fam'rlyr is complete.
Or, some would say, “‘marami kaming prm_hfemi'a e
yung financial, isa lang yan. — Maraming ESEr?;' ;
pinagpapasa-Diyos na Iang namin 3: yun r?a ng'ig:an
minsan hindi Niya kami pinabayaan. _[We HvEf th J
problems, bro, the financial problem IEget ﬂne ﬂth' en;-
Many times, we just let God handle al t Es;th It?f o+ o)
because we don't know any more what to do; an tf?at a"’ |
He has never abandoned us]. mdee:ﬂ. BF?EES:*ILE}" On
these things are but Q'"::P?EZ D;E?;;ir?in;:ﬂ our lives, His
in at i -
2?::;”:3 Zflv?:;ﬂar; m?ork: the more we are in need, the more

mercy suffices.

of Navotas. All of these things
SAcpof Mgy Bpd.O Pmp}eﬂf Navotas are but vessels of the

i eople : ,

:::ad mf to my}aét Ef;m&;:";p PEDE Francis said thatttubznﬂmtlf;
G:;F ek tnﬂseethe face of Jestd: lnthlsf{;:ahsit?namulti-faceted

S mercy Is area is to see the face of Lhr o
People in our apostolate ness to an embracing fnvg, no matt?r what the
Way. It is mercy, an upe:leven if it leads you to absurdity; you don't even know
Comseaerces e nomater L L e e
Where it's going to lead ¥ : nsecurity. We simply don .br.';?.' : Hj il g
lot of securities, but Mercy o open We are open to possiol ities. ally, in ing
to manifest mercy and we ar d
the faces of Mercy, we are disturbed. o |
re with you—that we don't dismiss the things that

4t the brink of turning our backs on those in need.
i af- and allowing our hearts to be touched by the
hes = san we come to the affirmation of God's many

sha
_And so, this is what | want 10

disturb ys, particularly when Wu

Only in being open 10 mselt;}r reality

“Onscigusness of this comP

dCesg : £y
of Mercy. a reflection of God's mercy—an explicit

is but
Apostolate work 1N NHEae

Man; £ is face. 8 .
Nifestation of His y student of LST from San José Seminary,

theolod
5 first year LST@s50 15

f Cubao.

Edrylle Cruz Dayrit 1S
E4“”-1“‘.t'in4;1 for the Diocese 0



by
APRIL JHON
MAGARZO, SCJ

I might be mistaken but when | first heard
that ane of the themes for the next issue of
Tinig Loyola is "Faces of Mercy” the first
thought | had is the poor. Yes, mercy is rich in
meaning, but personally | can see mercy on their faces,
Moreover, as | thought of the poor, the first image | recalled
was Payatas, since | have my pastoral exposure there.
Without any second thought | also remembered Father
Luciano Felloni, the Parish Priest of Lourdes Parish in the
Diocese of Novaliches. | do not know the priest personally,
but all these years in my pastoral work in Payatas people
talk of their good memories with him. 5o, | believe this
priest is very special to them, because he made them feel
special. Therefore, | decided to have an interview with him,
hoping that many will be inspired by his mission,
specifically in LST. By his example we might be fueled and
be taught how to live and show the mercy of God to the
people who need it most. The interview follows.

Do you live poor among the poor? No, | do not live
like they do. | do not build my house beside the canal. | am
not @ poor man among the poor. That is the truth.
Nevertheless, | try to live a simpie life, in solidarity with the
people. | try to raise them from poverty and always assure
them that | will always be with them in good and bad times.,
When | was giving a retreat to a group of priests | once
asked them: “How many of you have many contacts with
poor people in your phone?” They were silent, because
sometimes we give more attention to those people who are
rich or popular; but, for those who are poor, sometimes the
relationship is merely a sacramental relationship.

16 Tinig Loyola
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And sometimes worse: no money, no sacramen :
Tﬁfe;.' are the Church, The Church belongs to them. we
priests  must serve the people; we are O
businessmen. I do not get an y profit from the people’
serve. That's why | always agree with what BishoP
[Antonio] Tobias used to say: “Ang Simbahang waland

serbisyo ay negosyo” (4 Church that does no service ¢
a business]

How do you show your love to the poor? | show
them my love by showing them my constant pr esence
with f:hlem. Each priest may be good in a different ared
(homifies, advice, formation, etc). Eventually W@
people need is the presence and the deep affection ¥
the priest in EVery situation. We need ta listen 10 !

people—without tiredness Their life is concrete, M

written in a book, The poor are the periphery, they ‘:ﬂ
0

g?tﬁj;iaue the “word” in the Church; | try to be the W
'Fﬂthifﬂd\:?i n?ﬂ;ﬂf My parishioners in Payatas 53:1 :
kami jE'r f ahirap lang kami; ngayon simbahan

! [5elore, we were poor; now we are the Church)

In our pastoral work
we must listen first to the people;
we need to listen to their pain and
bring that to our theology classes;
1 think that's the best theologizing.

Father Luciane is very correct when he said that
each priest might be very good in some areas, but the
most important thing that each priest shﬂqld have is
deep affection and then spare even a little time 1o talk
with these people, not spending more Ume In the
convent facing the laptop and phone. | think that the
good shepherd should have affection toward all the
sheep.

How do you sacrifice yourself for the poor? I don't
consider what | am doing to be a sacrifice. | don't
complain about anything. | give a lot of love Ibecat:se}
want to love. [ accept the environment :amn' irﬁssll!}f lrf' o
the ordinary people. Through the pain, physica :I:-r
emotional, that | endure, | transform not only the ieap :
but also myself. Between us, | need every day tocf 5‘?‘"9&
my mind. Without conversion there Is nﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂi Jr'u:
announce the Gospel. | do not want to be amﬂsm;
because that is the strategy of the devil. [am a pe
who tries to give his life for the sake of others.

&

yanihan among his ™ gl

Father Luciano facilitated @ ,f,,': Health Center (with
Poor parishioners to build their GW ) to cater to the
fathers and sons doing the construcua roblems, and

Cannot afford to go for dialysis.

miher Luciano ellon) ,’

Father Luciano told me that "Mercy is the best
attribute of God" and | think it should be also the best
attribute of the Church and the best attribute of God's
shepherds. But the gquestion is: how do we make them,
especially the poor, feel the mercy of the Church? Or, how
do we make them feel they are in the "Church” and we are
all brathers and sisters? How do we show them that we
are not only a "sacramental” Church, but the Church that
loves, manifesting the mercy of God? | am also
convinced that we students have a very important role in
actualizing this work of mercy.

Towards the end of our talk Father Luciano told me
something; he said: “In our pastoral work we must listen
first to the people; we need to listen to their pain and
bring that to our theology classes; | think that's the best
theologizing."

April Jhon Magarzo, SCJ, is a second year theology
student of LST.




in his message for Lent 2016, Pope Francis
wrate: “The real poor are revealed as those who
refuse to see themselves as such. They consider
themselves rich, but they are actually the poorest of
the poor. This is because they are slaves to sin,
which leads them to use wealth and power not for
the service of God and others, but to stifle within
their hearts the profound sense that they too are
only poor beggars. The greater their power and
wealth, the more this blindness and deception can
grow. It can even reach the point of being blind to
Lazarus begging at their doorstep.”

The problem is that many people in our world
today are trapped in attachments to surrogate loves
that promise joy, but bring none. We have created a
society where the supposedly desirable and
laudable "good" eventually leads to death and
deterigration. This is a world where “excellence” is
pursued at the cost of people becoming objects,
where the rich and the powerful stay close to the
center, far. not only fram the margins, but also from
the very things that can make them human. But,
slavery grips not only those who are at the margins

but also those who are at the center. With what
Pope Francis calls the “globalization of
indifference,” one may wonder about the
dehumanization that touches people on

POVERTY

in the faces of the
~ RICH and POWERFUL

Bernardine Lanot

aka
it .1 BN

all the levels of the social hierarchy. The poorest of the
economically, politically, and socially poor are hardly
treated humanely; yet, even the rich and the powerful
are also dehumanized by what society does to them
and what they subject themselves to, whether know-
ingly or not.

We regard the abuse of power with disgust but
those whom we call oppressors are themselves
oppressed in more ways than can be easily rec ognized.
We say _thal the poor are suffering from poverty .
economic, political, social, and psychological levels
‘but, If society and its dominant values tell the poo"
“mu are of no worth,” then they also tell the non-poeol
’fm_u are of no worth if you do not measure up
society’s expectations.” They then engage in the gamé
of society which gives them the illusion of winning overl

thE‘ rest, BUT in “'U'[h' it's a 'IQEIIIIE tha' leaves no
wWinners.,

How do we get the rich and the non-poo’ 1°
respond to Lazarus begging at their doorstep? | do not
think that we should start by pointing out to them th=
wealth, power, and prestige that they already have are

things : _
nthegrs_rhm they need to give up in order to be free fof

f

Rather | think that we should start by helping
them realize that they too are poor, After all it 1s
only by embracing our own poverty that we become
more human, more open 1o COMMUMGN with

others, and more at peace with ourselves.

My reflection leads me to a host of other
complex questions. How do we speak g
ingfully of a "preferential option for the poor when
our human experience tells us that slavery ar;d
Oppression are taking new, unpl'EEEdentEd forms:

How can we expand the scope of our definition
of poverty and develop a language and vocabulary
about the different kinds of destitution? HOW t_:lt: we
Promote the awareness of these complexities 1N
the Church?

This is not a call to turn our eyes from the poc
and turn them jnstead towards the rh:_h_‘?"i"d tEE
Powerful. Meither is this an attempt 10 trivialize IN€
suffering of the marginalized and the dmt:.
advantaged. |f we have two people who aré h‘:? 4
Psychologically and spiritually poo’. but dlﬁerenc |I1
terms of socipeconomic status and wealth, we :n
I‘E«Eﬁﬂnahly say that the less 1:-ri-~riIE':h‘i"ii bE“F"E'
hem is the one who needs the Church more, simply

BCause the other one has more at

o

Aside from an unjust world where children go hungry
and entire peoples are pushed to the margins,
the rich and the powerful may also be vulnerable
in ways that are not immediately discernible.

@

given his privileged position. However, we cannot
enclose ourselves within the presumption that the rich
and the powerful do not need help and that their
problems simply require a guick hug or a pat on the
back. And, this is an invitation to scrutinize the
presuppositions we have made about the rich and
the powerful and to enlarge our hearts to include those
whom we think do not need mercy.

All this is done in imitation of the Father who waits
patiently for the son who sguandered his wealth on
things that will never satisfy. This is the Father who is
also made restless by the son who sulks outside and
resents his brother. This is the Father who does not rest
until all His children are truly, finally home and gathered

at one table.

Bernardine Lanot who is pursuing her MA in
Theological Studies at LST, teaches college theology at
the Ateneo de Manila University Loyela Schools.
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Reverend Fathers and Sisters, Alumnae
and Alumni, and Guests,

Its unlike me to say “yes” to invitations
for messages whether written or oral. It
took me time to say “yes” to the invitation
to deliver a message on the occasion of
the Golden Jubilee of ST, I am standing
before you here in fear and trembling-
But my gratitude for my LST experience
Is greater than my fear.

In 1969, my Superiors asked me to go to Rome
for studies a year after my Perpetual Vows. [
declined. I felt T was too young to be uprooted from
my religious community. I told my Kuya Willie
(Brother William Yam, SJ) that I was being sent for
studies in Rome. He suggested that I try to enroll
at LST, because he heard that they are accepting
women religious. That’s how [ came here. Thanks

to my Kuya Willie.

My unending thanks to Father Catalino Arévlaju.
5] for accepting me to LST in 1970, At that time
I really did not know what I was in for. Al Tknew
was that [ needed very badly to study because of my
assignment as a Directress of Postulants.

The first day of class [ was :;uhje-:ted to a Itest
of which I was so unaware, [t was almost time
for classes but T found our classroom empty: _1
Was wondering if [ was lost. But | was 50 53:& 1]I
Was the classroom pointed out to M€ on the : a};d
€nrolled. Finding it empty: [ took my seat, h‘:'il'-'rd
the blackboard and just waited. Then I H]
My name called “Esmeralda” by a chorus 2 :av:!i
Yoices. | turned and saw them lined up at miﬂ a.i'c:'a‘
o the room. Spontaneously, I TL‘f*P”“dEd: j ia
"o alamz*  And laughter followed [ESI:IFI o
' my baptismal name and Eulalia 13 1“}’; 15t i
l'lEl.THE.] ThE}, told me they knew ei |ﬂf_a .UE" |
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and that they had a good “source” of information.
Immediately, I knew [ was at their mercy. That
was the beginning of my feeling at home with all
the men around me. Iknew that I passed the test,
that I could be game.

From my perspective, it helped me a lot that
my classmates and I engaged ourselves in play,
in games. Theology was hard enough and it was
made lighter by our “playfulness” I will give some
examples. On the feast of Saint Stanislaus Kostka,
the men wore their sotanas and T wore my floor-
length habit. When it was Pilipino week, the men
had their barong and I had my alampay and saya
over my habit. Days before Christmas | gave
them toy guns which created lots of noise in the
corridor. The Jesuits did not run out of ideas 1o
make our days enjoyable. T felt that our classroom
was always bright and sunny. Most days, we had
fun.

Above all, they made fun of me, making me theiy
muse because there was nobody else. Of course, 1
enjoyed it. My only chance, that's why. I was the
only woman in the class then. They “made” me
a lady and I “made” them gentlemen, especially
when they would offer me a cup of coffee ang
some eats and offer some other helps,




| Some of them used me for their own ends. 1

|  remember two of my classmates volunteered to
| give my reflection paper to Father Schumacher
on the last day of submission. I gave it to them
early in the afternoon on that day. The following
morning Father Schumacher called me and told me
that [ should not have gone to submit my paper at
midnight; I should have waited for the morning. 1
was wondering why Father Schumacher was talking
to me with an apologetic tone. Then I caught sight
of my two classmates making signs to me to keep
silent. They submitted their papers at midnight
with mine.

I really enjoyed the company of my Jesuit
classmates Bishop Tony Ledesma, Fathers Ben
Nebres, Ting Samson, Lito Mangulabnan, Art
Ferrer, Romy Serrato, Romy Tiongco and the late
Bobi Nery. We had a Passionist and an Oblate with
us, whose names escape my memory. We also had
a lay man as our classmate, Jose Bulao. Father Jess
Dumawal, MSC is here present. I forgot him. The
Jesuits referred to our class as the “First Year Block”

[ took my studies seriously though. I valued
s0 much my study of theclogy. I was afforded
the time to read, reflect and pray over what I was
reading. From childhood, I loved reading. The
LST library was a sacred place for me. Through
the thoughtfulness and kindness of Father Ralph
Ghering and Miss Rosales, I was given a cubicle for
my use. That was my sanctuary. It was there that
I encountered the hearts and minds of theologians
through their writings. Often, I found myself gazing
into space and allowing the beauty and profundity
of what I read to simply seep into me.

1 was a working student at that time, because
when I went home to the Novitiate I had to do my
share of teaching the novices and postulants. I
had to do all my readings and studies while I was
here at LST. [ am very grateful to Father Miguel
Casals for making me a noon boarder, eating hot
meals instead of a cold baon.

[ can say that I have had the taste of the Rafio
Studiorum, because I took all the subjects offered
to my seminarian classmates, except for the class
on hearing confessions, the name of which, Ad
Auds, until now, I could hardly pronounce. Iam
50 proud of having been taught by the great men
of LST: Fathers Joseph Murphy, Philip Calderon
Carlos  Abesamis, [ohn Schumacher, Joseph
Smith, Joseph Roche, Catalino Arévalo, Eduardo
Hontiveros, Gerald Healy, Calvin Poulin, Thomas
Green, Pedro Achutegui, James Meehan, and, of
course Father William Malley who was my thesis

mentor. Their great minds and tender hearts are
etched in my heart and memory.

As a child, my ambition was to become 2
priest. Since it was impossible, I thought of being
a catechist. My mother was my first catechism
teacher and my idol. When I entered religiou®
life, I just knew I would be a catechist. God kneW
my heart. He brought me close to priesthood—S¢
close ... and that was enough for me!

God unfolded to me my life little by little. B
was my theological studies that molded me it
contemplation and intimacy with God. When I
had my midlife crisis and needed help so badly

God brought me to the Institute of Spiritud’

Leadership, affiliated tq Loyola University ¢

.

R

"L CAN LOOK BACK TO MY YEARS AT LST WITH MUCH JOY IN MY
HEART. | LEARNED THEQLOGY NOT JUST FROM BOOKS, BUT FROM
THE WITNESS OF LIFE OF MY PROFESSORS AND CLASSMATES.

IN MY THEOLOGICAL STUDIES, | ENCOUNTERED GOD IN BOOKS,
IN MY RELATIONSHIPS WITH PERSONS, IN EVENTS, AND IN PLAY.

Chicago. It was midway through the pmgrar_n_that
I realized 1 entered into a Program for Spiritual
Direction. All I wanted was to understand myself

at that time.

In my ministry of Retreat and Spiritual Direction

for the past 28 years, and in my teuchin?] and
formation ministry, what gave me much v:nnﬁl ence
T studies and experience.

and security was my LS : o
[ had the assurance that my faith life was on s
most of all my four

ground. T value and treasure By
years here. It was so wonderful to study, 0o

grades but for the sheer enjoyment of studying.

The study of Theology and play were intertwined.

I did niot smell any competition from among my
Classmatcs. We did not mind our gradﬂﬁ- rﬁu} a:;
had time to study as a group: especially helﬂlf; one
E[uring our oral comprehensive exams. W leﬂhack
Comes gut from the examination Lt hegﬂétﬁkﬂd
to the group to share the questions i wTwmnﬁ
and then we all had a good laugh i nuams we
Answers, Always, after comprehensive e:; : 'u;t 4
Would go out to watch a movie, 0T CeL ; nil or in
together, either in the home of an!y. Lﬁ.d'thlﬂuezuﬂ
my Eﬂ']'.l.llnl.ll'lit}'. Saint ]'l,,.f[;jffﬂ H{'}\"IT_IH'[E. Im
City,
nd
I experienced community in tht'h] g'm::;lji :ﬂd
“Otidors of [ST. Exchanging _snﬂlﬂ" oing for
Breetings with the San Jose E"Emmﬂ"anivg At least
theiy ph“ﬂﬁﬂ-ph}-‘ classes is paying off now.

I can say that | have experienced being smiled at
by Cardinal Chito Tagle as a young man, as well as
the other young men who are now bishops. Small
talk with and getting to know seminarians from
the different male congregations like the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate (OMI), the Benedictines
{OSB), the Passionists (CP), and others widened
my circle of friends. 1 felt the welcoming presence
of the Jesuit Academic and Religious community
when I met them in the chapel, dining room, and
corridors. And yes, | am also grateful for the
company and friendship of the service personnel
in the different offices of LST. T am most grateful
to Ms. Connie Aliwalas and Ms. Pina Adriatico.

I can look back to my years at LST with much
joy in my heart. Tlearned Theology not just from
books, but from the witness of life of my professors
and classmates. In my theological studies, |
encountered God in books, in my relatinnshipﬁ
with persons, in events, and in play.

All T wish for the present and future of LST ig
that it will always be a school of Saint Ignatius—
very human and very God-like. Thank you very

much!

Sister Maria Eulalia G. Banawis, RVM graduated
in 1974; she shared these reflections during the Alumnji
Homecoming on November 18, 2015,
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BISHOP PABLO “AMBO” DAVID, DD

You know I was really very surprised
when we began by playing the National Anthem.
Then the Philippine National Anthem was
| immediately followed by the Anthem of the Holy
See. That is the first time I ever heard it being
played at Loyola School of Theology. [ never
heard it played during the time when the Pope
was not a Jesuit! Joke lang, Father Provincial!

Dear Faculty Membe tudentry of
Loyola School of Theology, rs, Studentry

- W}:at did Loyola School of Theology
! me?  With apologies to that song, the

roadway musical Day by Day, Td say LU}'ﬂla
taught me how to see the Lord, to love the Lord
and to follow the Lord; to see the Lord clearl}:

to love the Lord dearly, and to follow the Lord
nearly.

We begin with seeip W

;o g. | was made
:tehm e_that th:ﬂ:u_l::l Bizing is about seeing, looking
Jesus and seeing Christ, the Son of God. the

Lord. It’s not true that God is invisible. Loyola
School of Theology has made God very visible
to me. Loyola School of Theology made me very
sensitive to God at work in our lives, societies, in
our communities. [ remember very distinctly the
Loyola Papers that Father Tony and I were talking
about,

| devoured the Loyola Papers. One of those
papers that | remember very distinctly is Tony
Lambinos “Three Moments of Theologizing.’
Kailangan daw maglakad, umupo at lumuhod;
tatlong yugto ng pagteteyolohiya. To do theology
is to walk, to sit and to kneel. I think those three
moments at Loyola opened my eyes and made me
see the Lord. Thanks to the brilliant teachers that
[ had here; you know, they all influenced us in the
same way and at the same level.

I honestly say that LST taught me not just
to see, but to love the Lord, and to love dearly. I
alwﬂ}"-ﬁ saw passion in Father Arévalo; whenever
he taught, his heart was burning. 1 saw lovers in
all my P'I'Df'ESSGI‘S: pegpl.ﬂ- deepl}f in love with God.
I remember with fondness Father Tom Green who
taught me not just theology and philosophy but
Spirituality as well. I can cite many others, but
I believe that the loving that I Jearned at Loyola
School of Theology was really in response to the
God who loves us. That is what faith is about after
all. Faith is a human response of love to the God

who loved us first.

We cannot even imagine ourselves
responding ifwe have not first ofall experienced and
encountered the God who loves us unconditionally.
Loyola taught me to love wholeheartedly. That is
onething [ learned here, to never be half _hearted in
What we do, the magis, to love wh oleheartedly and

Passionately. Kung gagawin mo rin lang ang isang

bﬂgﬂ}t EE;'gﬂ}r mo na lahat, huwag yung kalahating
he Lord with all your

Puso, wholeheartedly. Lovet . ;
cart, with all your soul, with all your mind an

With al| your strength.

q of that love is
ened my eyes to the
oyola was never just
quse we lived during
ry suspicious of

The best expressio
“Ompassion. Loyola also 0p
Poor, because Theology at L
Cademic, Was it perhaps bec
those times when we were Ve

| HONESTLY SRY THAT
LST TRUGHT ME NOT
JUSTTO SEE, BUTTO
LOVE THE LORD, AND TO
LOVE DEARLY.

academic theology? Even if we were forced to do
theology very seriously in an academic way, we were
taught to walk with people; so our immersion, our
exposure, our apostolate meant a good deal to us.
You would not see us at Loyola during weekends.

You would see us at Bagong Barrio, Bagong Bayan,
Payatas, wherever.

Finally, Loyola taught me to follow the
Lord who is near because 1 saw serious disciples
here, followers, people who follow, not ideas, not
ideals. but the Person of the Lord. [ think the Lord

became a concrete person to me at Loyola School
of Theology. I thank Loyola for these three thin 25,

[ think Loyola has taught me to see more clearly, o
love more dearly and to follow more nearly. Thank

you!

Bishop Pablo Virgilic "Ambe” Siongco
David is the Bishop of the Diocese of Kalookan,
where he was installed on January 2, 2016,
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HOMILY AT LST

GHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

FERNANDO PRECKLER GUILLEN, SCH.P

Dear Professors.
Students, Employees,
Dear Friends in the Lord,

You probably know that one of my
customs is to finish the opening prayer before class with
a song. And you know also that this year | am teaching
French because of my experience in French-speaking
countries of Africa.

So, when | saw the Gospel of today, one melody came to
mind. During my period of studies in sixties, there was a
famous French Jesuit called Aime Duval. He used to sing
playing his guitar, some very nice and striking lyrics. One m;
his songs was the very Gospel of today:

" I'ai joué de la flutte sur la place du marché

Ft personne avec moi n'a voulu dancer; |
J'ai joue de la flutte sur la place du marche
Toi qui m'as entendu viendras-tu dancer?"

The English translation is: "I played the flute in the
marketplace and nobody wanted to dance with me; | played
the flute in the marketplace, you who have heard mel will y
come to dance?" b fol

Jesus applied the image to the John's preaching, a kind
of lamentation, and to his own teaching, a song of jéy The
people, the Jewish hearers, never joined the dance. s, |
thought: "Revelation Is like music, melodies are different
and we are invited to sing and dance.” i
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Doing a short glance at the immense
repertoire of liturgical songs, | quickly verified
the differences between Lenten songs, Easter
songs, and Advent songs. "Hc:rare coell
desuper et nubes pluant justum {ﬁdvent]
and “Puer natus in Bethlehem, alleluia; unde
gaudet Jerusalem, alleluia, alleluia; in cordis
iubilo, Christum natum adoremus, cum novo
cantico” {Christmasj. what a I1~_nng lesson In
lyrics and in melodies of the liturgy! Let us
spread in our assemblies @ liturgical

spirituality.

that my two samples
Gregorian chant? Why?

Fifty years ago (1965) at the beginning of Ltiz
and also during my priestly ardination, e
language was Latin and the melodies wereate
Gregorian chant. And, we cum_mE-mc:r
today these two fi iftieth anniversaries.

thanks to the Lord and to the

Courageous Jesuit Fathers who wé]';kfﬁ.?eaarlrg
accomplished the foundation of LSl el
also grateful to the suhsequenth_ge“ed fire."
that were able to maintain the "sacre -

LST has already fifty years. is al_i*uje, is{xﬁ{i
and js increasing and promising

Did you observe
were in Latin and in

Let us give

Fernando Fre;k'ler
the Order af Pious -
is Associale
gt LST His mos
Claretian publicat

Professor @ _ _
t recent book is Seeds of Formation, published by

ions in 20714,

"new evangelization” of Asia through deep
theological studies. The Father of this
“heginning moment” is still with us, and n
him, Father Catalino G. Arévalo, we thank all
LST promotors, collaborators and students.

My fifty years of priesthood may pass
hidden in the constant and monotonous task
of teaching as a good Piarist (Ordo Scholarum
Piarum = Order of the Pious Schools) in Spain,
Mexico, Senegal, Camercon and the
Philippines. | am grateful to the excellent
professors | had at the Gregorian University in
Rome during the Second Vatican Council.

Dear Friends, that is all. Let us now enter
silently and deeply into the spirit of Advent, to
be able to truly rejoice in this umgue Christmas
2015 in our own personal history and in the
history of the Church and the World. We sing:
Joy to the World!

NOTE: This homily was delivered on
December 11, 2015 in the Oratory of Saint
Ignatius during the LST Christmas celebration.

Guillen, Sch.P. born in Spain, iz & member of
cphools founded by Saint Joseph Calasanz. He

f Systematic Theology and Church History
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%Churuh took a gigantic leap forward in 2015
in interpreting the “signs of the times.” In May of that
vear, Pope Francis published his second encyclical
Laudato Si°, which is a call for citizens of this world
to take care of our planet. The pope adopts what he
calls an “integral ecology”™ which covers various
aspects of human living in relation 1o the
environment, What makes  this  encyclical
around-breaking is that not only is it addressed to
peoples of all cultures and religions, but that it also
discusses the reality of the earth from the lens of
Christian faith. This approach enables the Church to
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Practice a holistic appro

. ach to mission, caring for the
earth as F'l:lrt . E

Ly fespansibality to humanity.

mmtﬁ,ltj:::fﬂnH"“k th!r: world of literature alwﬂ
n 2015 EIT: mﬂ.ummal novel during that year, -‘-"T‘Lj'",'
Prince) A, IE"-'-’EE made of Le Petit Prince ( Th:‘. Lt ;
fiaini-E;qu éi 'ﬂliecl by the French pilot, Antoine ¢ ;
prince ]iv'll: P T'mrﬂ]!“ Tﬂ_ﬂs the story of a wl“::
diﬁEfEnt Ffill::-:bﬂnli' |t|-':l.'|'lﬂ!1.; 1I'1-r_'|'['r‘l| LE]E-TE hc [I.-'-l‘i.-'Elb ﬂ_
people. Evenpually ;:T.:Iu;mn“ﬂ different l-:tfldﬁﬁﬁl
a snake, and gy ) i earth and meets 8 *
best-seller. |.ﬂ'f]m.nr pilot. The book bm:'a:ﬂi_‘f :
e -11:I5 a?ud In more than 250 [nnguﬂgfhr X
; L PATL of required literary works in «chool®
around the world, th Philippines included

3
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Recalling the 115th birth anniversary of Saint-Exupéry
(1900-1944), a stop-motion, animated film was released in
2015; it became significant for fans of the book around the
world. It not only retold the story, but also extended it—all
seen and ex pcric-:ﬁ:r:d by a young girl who heard the story of
the pilot who encountcred the prince. As expected, the film
eained positive reviews, il was even an official selection for
the 2015 Cannes Film Festival for Best Animated Film.
While these two events [Pope Francis’ encyclical and The
Little Prince film] may seem to be distinct and separate
events, one can draw connections between these two works,
especially regarding the message of the encyclical and the
film. Thus, I hope to draw some connections, showing _t]'uﬂ

pvie adaptanon,

The Little Prince, both the novella and the m
has something to say about who we are and what we can dl}*-
These matters resonate with the Pope’s words of wisdom 1n
his new encyclical.

“Once when [
1 a book, called

il

The Little Prince: A Story of Wllzmder._
Was six vears old 1 saw a magnificent picture m
True Stories from Nature, about the primeval forest. I
picture of a boa constrictor in the act of ;a*.mll.n'-.-.'-.__
animal.” These first lines from The Litrle Prince lr|1if..|l._l.l_il._l_
the reader to what Saint-Exupéry asseris E.]'ITI.‘I'.J_l:hL'.llIl. the .
novel: the importance of knowing how to imagine and Y /

think otherwise.

E "
¥

Living in exile in the Iinited States t‘.u?h;‘lru
re-| ilihi:ns; the war as a French rr:u:{:-ml-'iiEEﬁfil"ﬂ‘ FEI*?'_L'
Eﬂj”"E-'-!':.Tji‘.IE.:H’ had an .;:.[_1|u_11‘t1.||1:itj,' 10 'n-.:'rll;-': -.*:;';:;-1::.?
and f'i‘f']d_'-;:iii'm.f;; he asks pro found quesiions m_ ife
from the point-of-view o f someone 1.-.ih-;.':. has hL"':rl
Up in the skyv for lengthy [1'-."Ti'-1d5 ol [!n."“.:j I_L
Little T"Tince-: pri:n-c.ltJ'Lif of that ime 1 his lite;
N fact, it was ins
Crashing in the Sahara five years b .

of World War II. He then used this SC(iD=

£y - i ; It:r
eventful encaunter hetween the narms

| e o ] ;

encounte thing except

e o ey
Little Prince living on a planet ¥ ith 1

Jwn experience ot
and a

4 T0se encased in glass.
7 i a narrative
From this perspective readers are lEFl F_IJ e:m'mw and
that would bring a huge Wave r:l_i .tm-":“}d i
" b= e, B Y 1H
Wonderful insights about life. The Frince ad pone
- sights abd 15 where he had gone

'I.ra-l-j..__ . Yetyy £ L -'"_'"'l.T[ 'Ili.‘ln.'-.! i
ous fipures in the different P ot ways of living

befire coming to Barth, fEUreEs that repr

and being

LST @ 502G




The most important encounter, however, is
one with the fox on earth, who tells the
Prince—and the readers—the most memorable
secret of them all: What is essential is invisible to
the eve (L'essentiel est invisible pour les yeux).
With these words, the Little Prince was able to
figure out the meaning of life, within an
understanding brought by love and friendship.

In celebrating the significance of The Linle
Prince, director and filmmaker Mark Osborne
took the classic a step further with his own film
adaptation. Not only did he retell the story, but
he also extended it in an interesting manner.
Osborme’s movie is centered, neither on the Little
Prince nor on the narrator of the story: instead, it
focuses on a little girl who is set to study in a
prestigious academy.

Having just moved into a new
neighborhood with her mother, she was
forced to follow a ngid summer
schedule in preparation for
studying at Werth Academy.
However, an encounter with
their neighbor, an old
aviator, led her to things
that are beyond what her
studies could achieve,
things that only wonder
and imagination can
reach and make real for
her.

Through the old man,
she was able to know the
story of the Little Prince. But
more than that, she was able to
meet an older version of the Little
Prince, mnow working for The
Businessman who collects and stores the stars
of the universe. He had grown up to be a quite
submissive and workaholic young man. Through
the little girl who helps the Prince escape and,
with his help, frees all the stars, the man was able
to get back his sense of wonder.

30 Tinig Loyolo
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This extended version of
The Little Prince 15 more than
Just an engaging sequel that
takes Saint-Exupéry’s readers
back to the details that make up
the story; it awakens the call to
recover our sense of wonder
and 1magmation. Unsurpris-
ingly, one can also find these
same themes in Pope Francis® Laudaio Si°.

Laudato Si—A Poignant Reminder. One cannot miss
the obvious in Laudato Si'; it speaks about the material
dimensions of our exisience. However one can see that for
Pope Francis, what is most important is the intellectual and
spiritual disposition that one possesses as a citizen of the
earth. As Francis points out, on the one hand, Christianity 15
not about spiritualizing and rejecting material existence, bub
on the other hand, it recognizes that the material world 15 8
means through which we reach our spiritual end, with the
w1210 of grace. The Pope names it infegrd
-.‘::"-5-.""- ecology, one which considers the imcgﬁ"_}r
}h of the environment as well as economic
? social  development (L>
137-146); he also examines the
“ecology of daily life” (147) and
considers the various aspects ©
the human person as havin®
inherent value and dignity, th*>

R deserving of a humane way °
’.3‘# i living and realizing his o P%
SR ey i oo
= Y ,raf 147-155). Put simply, Lamﬁfm

77 %4 Si'encourages us to a way of 1ife

larger whole; we need to think ©
the serious consequences of o
actions, not just for ourselves but als?
for other people and mother nature.

Reflecting the Franciscan way of doing things, the pope

calls us to an g il uch
! “ecological conversion™ (LS 217), not 50 ™ )

# | i hic
Wegii*:l:ﬁfllte action plan but as a spirituality through WH'%,
which c: Our vocation to be protectors of God's handiw®’ S
cannot be separated from our lives as Christian® i
1

gh this perspective and way of b";

217). It is only throy

that one can live i : -
s n live in communion with the Trinitarian GO
with creation as a whaole

nd

e ; a
that befits us as living withint ©

—— -

B |
I-"’-qr . ' 1

I 4 Y

In the end, our response to take Care of our common _hﬂmﬂ
i nothing more than a part of our response to the mlzu::llmn to
love, through which we are able 0 568 and value things more
than how our naked senses see them.

and, through adaptation,
{le Prince? It 18 poticeable

nd insights provided us

Is not this what Saint-Exupéry
?Sbﬂme remind us of in the The Lit
that, within the interesting characters &
by this classic, what is really demanded from rﬂd:;:[ T;
movie-goers is to be able to see the essentials, in con =
being 100 short-sighted, thus missing the g ;dmp':m.nn
things in life. Tt is quite significant that Osbome p ﬁ'ﬂ he
singles out the Businessman as 2 kind of antaganist dL:;:ﬁE the
Prince’s later life; he represents 8 mind-set mi::n mand s
value of human beings to the work that gy oo
elements of nature (symbolized by the ”'mmj.{fﬂm! cent to the
valuable Fﬂisessinnsi (e could extend this CONCEP

2 : d the Lamplighter,
King, the Tippler, the Conceited Mm;;zr another. In othe?

all who reduce their realities in qne W o Wi o
“¥erything to  something easurable, o

F"I'E'ﬁtahiem typical of a scientific and mate
[!'.l"-:l.[ Wi :'.'ihﬂ"ll.':d hljpe to ﬂ"r'ﬂj'li in our EIEE-
{ living, there 15 8 child-hk;
yonder, innocence, an
and expenence, but

Against this “adult” way ot !
Way; it is characterized not Jusl with wo
AMazement pver the things that W& SEMse fhat we have and
also with the capacity to imagine hi:':’ﬂﬂd L_;I' o i point out 15
€€ now. What The Litile Prince aod Lat J.m . of others can
that g way of life which is open 10 e m";ﬂ;{r}; realities that
'ead us 10 secing who and what (e 3 vorld,
“annot be captured by a short=3!
wonder and inni:E'E"':[’

5] E:SHET'Im1 that

¢ GeEs th

Put briefly and in Christian ferms,
of the ]I'Iﬁl‘li-b.‘}l:""

!Ea_d us toward love, through which on
'S invisible 1q the eye; this i, in fact, P8
[-'55'-!1]11'-'!! God n w-h'!t.'fh we and all ot
IICII'I'I_E ilh'il.'ll?__

The Little Prince and Laudato Si’
point out a way of life
that is open to the mystery of others
leading us to seeing

who and what they really are,
realities that cannot be captured
by a short-sighted view of our world.

A Matter of Choice. It appears, therefore, that
the wonderful insights brought us by a 20th century
aviator and a 21st century pope—the former through a
touching story while the laiter through a call to
action—bring us back to what was lost in the age of
technology and what we need to recover: a sense of
wonder and innocence toward our commaon home and
whatever we encounter in our human lives. Both

ons contrast two distinct and separate viewpoints;
thev show that one worldview that reduces reality
|E3E|g. to a rejection of life, while the other shows the
way toward what 15 essential and 1s therefore

life-affirming.

Ultimately, both of these great hgures leave us
“hanging”—but in a good way; they force us 1o choose
for ourselves what kind of world we desire to have. At
the end of Laudaio 5i" Pope Francis calls us “to come
iogether to take charge of this home that has been
entrusted to us,” "0 sing as we go’ in praise of God
(LS 244); this 15 achieved in and through our care for
our common home; thus, we show our love for Him
and the world He created. For Saint-Exupéry, one
cannot forget the Flower that grew in the Litle
Prince’s world, one which he wished he knew how 0
lgve in his vounger years and hopes to see and be one
with again. And, in the film, after having regained this
sense of wonder and innocence, he comes back to his
own planet and to his heloved flower, not coerced by
outside forces, but by his ewn choice.

In the end, to be innocent and filled with wonder is
a matter of our own choosing.

Earl A. P Valdez is a second year theology
student from the Archdiocese of Manila; he resides at
San José Seminary.
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DRYS OF THE GIANTS

LST ALUMNI-MARTYRS

IN A SPECIAL WAY, WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TD HONDR SOME OF OUR “MARTYRED"

FR. PEDRD S. DE ACHUTEGUI, SJ
SACRAMENTAL THEDLOGY

FR. PHILIP CRLDERONE, S)
HEBREW, INTRODUCTION [
SACRED SCRIPTURE

FR. RALPH GEHRING, 5
LIBRARIAN

SOME LST FOUNDING FATHERS

FR. CATALINO AREVALD, SJ

OEAN, FUNDAMENTAL AND
DOGMATIC THEOLOGY

FR. ROQUE FERRIOLS, 5)

HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY

FH THOMRS GREEN, S
COSMOLOGY

BROTHERS, GRADUSTES OFLST, WHO HAVE FALLEN “IN THE LINE OF DUTY.”

FATHER NELSON

JRVELLANR, OMI
WRS AMONG THE TWELVE

PERSONS RMBUSHED BY
UNIDENTIFIED MEN AT
TRMBUNRN, DATU PIANG AT 6:30
P.M. ON NOVEMBER 3, 1971. THEY
WERE RETURNING T0 ESPERANZA
FROM COTABATO CITY. THOSE
WHO DID NOT DIE FROM BULLETS

AFTER DISEMBARKING FROM R
TRI-SIKAD, COMING FROM A
MEETING ON PERCE INTIATIVES,
BISHOP BENJAMIN DE

JESUS, OMI

RECEIVED TEN BULLET WOUNDS
AFTER HE WAS SHOT AT CLOSE
ARNGE WITH .45 CALIBRE PISTOLS
N FRONT OF JOLO CATHEDRAL

AT ABOUT 9:30 A.M. ON

ON JRNURRY 15, 2008,
FATHER JESUS REYNALDO

RODA, OMI, was PRAYING I
NOTRE DAME OF TRBAWRN
CHAPEL, WHEN RROUND TEN
MEMBERS OF RBU SRYYAF GROUP
BARGED IN AND TRIED O KIDNAP
HIM. LATER, FATHER RODA WAS
SHOT DEAD AS THE GUNMEN
EXCHANGED FIRE WITH POLICE

WERE HACKED 10 DERTH. FEBRUARY 4, 1997 WHO TRIED TO RESCUE HIM.

FR. EDUR IVERDS, 5!
FHHHHHEHIEL[IHHI}H%EIEFIHEI £0L06Y

PIONEERS AMONG
ST ALUMNRE

OR. MA. CHRISTINA ASTORGR ('€ Ay
FIRST LAY FEMALE PHO GARDUATE OFLST 1992 NGRS

NATURAL THEOLOGY, HISTORY OF HHEIEHF

FR. JOSEPH ROCHE, S
‘ AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPY

SR. MA. VICTORINA PALANCA, ICM
FIRST FILIPINR STUDENT OF LST (1369

SR. MA. EDITHA LINTERNA, F
FIRST FEMALE PH GRADUATE OF ST [1979)

FR. JI]HHEEHUMHEHEH Sl oo
FR. JOSEPH SMITH, 5} ‘ CHURCH HISTORY. CHRISTIAN AR ReHAE0L”
FUNDAMENTAL THEﬂlﬂE‘r‘

FR. SAMUEL WILEY, 5!
CANON AW, MORAL THEDLOGY

ANGELITA MAKALINAD

O 151 175 (4R 9008) THE DATA ON LST FOLIND IN THESE PAGES WRS SUPPLIED
OLDEST T0 GRADUATE FR

BY JESUIT SCHOLRSTICS AMADD T. TUMBALL 1R. AND MARTIN A LICUP,
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Leads and serve’

The L ' i
LST Internationgg Theclogical S‘Fmpmillﬂ-l
Earl A. P- vaid®’

The celebrat; '
. ration of the GDEdIEH ﬂ.nnlUErSDrH of Loyola School of TheﬂLDQLJ
, chool o :

also provides a renewed perspectiye for the Chgful past of the institution:

Theology: A Guiding Light and Way of Life.
Recognizing the efforts of LST in the post fifty
years, Giuseppe Cardinal Versaldi Prefect of the
Congregation for Catholic Education, articulated
the significance and meaning of Catholic theology
s o way of leading ond serving in the Church. For
him, the task of Catholic theology, as the light of
the world, is to primarily communicate Christ in
societies and cultures of the modern world. He
discussed this insight in the context of the search
for truth in the West. He called on theologians
in Asia to bear witness and proclaim the Gospel
through various methods that suit Asian concerns
and contexts.

The “leadership” role of theology connot be
separated from its foithfulness to the Magisterium.
In fact, theology beors the role of intergreting,
critiquing, ond contextualizing the l:em_:h-lngs of
the Magisterium. The ultimate goal of this servant

role is the full application and reglization of these

: 2 h
teachings within specific contexts ond throug
o eology both

distinct ways of living. In this way, th
leads and serves the Church of Christ.

This contextualization in the Asion E{rﬂ;i::
wos discussed by Orlando Cardinal Quevedo, UL,
Queveda presented

00, Archbishop of Cotabato.

the direction Izhnt the Church in Asio has been
taking in terms of doing theologu. n5. crutl!ned |:1:
the documents of the Federation nf_ ﬂ.‘ﬁlﬁlllr'i Elshutfe
Conferences (FABC). Quevedo hlghllght.i‘_'{i' :
fact that the Church in AsiO cees that dia Dg'f
and proclomation go together More Pr?ﬂ“ﬂﬂ
the proclamation of the Gospel hoppens N 1::~J =
through dialogue. This dialogue, moreouer, M

ican Council
be | nse that Vatican
understood in the se ars are in touch

Il highli ; that belieV
ghts it, namely tha :
With concrete reality in their everydoy Uves.

What is encountered I the .prc-:‘::: E::
diologue, Quevedo odded, is the .ﬂ-sllun Eee
mriﬂ-’ this encounter transforms ones ntmd s
OF living and thinking. This face is experieti

a 'ty
three aspects of Asion life, nu:;li;':ﬂm* and the

OF cultures, the diversity of
' : poor and
Various faces of people, especiolld f

marginolized. From this
lively encounter bebtween
Christ and the believers
experienced in daily life, one
receives the Gospel. Onethen °
maoves to proclaim Christ
through words and octions.
In reference to theology, one
can volidly speak of this daily
encounter with Christ as the
source and foundation of a
dynomic exchange: between
theological reflection
and interculturol and
interreligious diologue as
well os with socio-political
imiolvement  in  particular
Asian contexts.

Cardinol Quevedo, in the same line as
Cardinol Viersaldi, but with a more “Asian touch”
concluded that the new evangelization for Asia
is founded on a spirituclity of communion, the
fruit of diologue. This spirituclity is founded on
one’s unique encounter with Christ and the Asian
peoples; every Christion in Asia is to be committed
to strengthening this communion both in word
and deed.

In summaory, Cordinals Versaoldi and
Quevedo emphosed thot theology needs to go
beyond conventionol cotegories and traditional
philosophical underpinnings; it must move into
the very intricacies of the daily life of Christian
believers and disciples. In this waoy, theology
reaches its supposed gool: the comprehension
of the mystery of God ot work in the world.
Only by moving in this direction, can theology,
nourished by o foith thot is lived in action os it
seeks understonding, truly become light of the
world and servant of the Church.

Testimonies of Christion Life. Following
the oddresses of Cardinals Versaldi and Quevedo,
yarious personol testimonies highlighted how
fruitful proclomation and evangelization are
manifested in everydoy life. Four persons who
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represented three ways of living the Christian
life, Father Cotolino Arévalo, SJ, Sister Judette
Gaollores, RC, and Nelson and Cory Villofania,
spoke of their real experience of dialogue and
proclamation in their own contexts,

Father Arévalo spoke of certoin figures in
the history of LST (especiolly Bishop Benjamin
de Jesus, OMI) who embodied the ideals of doing
theology as emphasized by Vatican Council Il, These
people, for him, serve as icons which show how
theological reflection provides o perspective and
goal for action, an activity thot makes theological
reflection more real and transformative, Sister
Gollores told the story of a fruitful religious life in
her religious order. She said that the training of
religious women, in which they are called ta engoge
in critical theologicol discussion while living a way
of life that emphosizes prayer and interiority,
enobles them to become effective evangelizers,
Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Villofanio shared how in
their household, the Gospel is procloimed in the
encounter between children and parents in affairg
both great and small.

Panel Discussions. On the second doy of
the symposium, two consecutive panel discussione
were held. While these were more “academic”
and focused on particular concentrations, nomely
Suystematic Theology and Biblical Theology, the
insights produced were no less real and engagirig
as those of the first day.

In the first ponel discussion on Systematic
Theology, the members reinforced the necessity
of engaging in diologue as an essential part of
doing theology. Affirming the words of Cardingle
Versaldi ond Quevedo, the members of the pang|
emphasized within their own bockgrounds ang
speciolties the need for proclomation through
dialogue. They affirmed that, as Anselm osserted
theology is indeed o response to the cq| I:r::
understond what, or more importantly, whe one
believes in. Thus, at the heart of this dialogue js
a lively testimony of the Good News that js Christ,
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shown particularly in the way Christions think
and act,

In the second panel discussion on Biblicol
Theology, the members affirmed the call 0
diclogue, uniquely emphasizing that this mode
of proclemation is founded in Sacred Scripture
They also enplored how reading and reflecting o'
Scripture become the first instance of dialogy®
and reflection, especially in Asian and Filipin®
contexts,

The discussions that followed the talks
Were not o mere postscript; theuy proved t0 be
starting points for doing theology within context®
Where dialogue serves s the means throdd
which the Gospel is proclaimed. The chaolleng®
therefore is tg determine how the Spirit ?t
work in different contexts and communities I-n
Which students of theology live. Inserted int® "
Context one can determine other ways in whte

. - ~gful
11-:"n.r“::uEHFEIC'CWF"LEil Communicate Christ in meaning
us,

” IThEDLugH is Open-Ended. Al
9Noful days of in-depth reflection: °
may ask where this leads students of thgﬂmgeﬁ
Theological reflection, as a discipling rjll:Jlliﬁ
ot leave jpe practitioners “hanging.” ind
Cﬂmprehensiueness draws one to 5°meth
beyond the Current stote of affairs. T""Eﬂmgn
ELWGHS beckons one to go beyond what [;?"E
SPEE;:HﬁplDlHE:I:I, thus, to do something. : Muﬂd
maoke Enll':lr It calls all to actively proclalf rist
withi | the identity and mission © w i
N local contexts and settings. e n
OINg so, cqn theology effectively bring. Lie®r
ion  in communities and 3 Eeﬂ"t

Closer to Christ who lies at the

(09Y
Eorla, p Vlaldez is g second year the? of

student ang '
a T foc
Moril Seminarian for the Archd

Courasge.
the Heart of

TheolCgYy

Luis Carmelo M. J ulian

Living a life for the EGSF!EE of Eh;:tﬁ: :::'L:
from easy. Everyone who by ’|mI whaot the
Inevitably find oneself entrenched 1 What
famous prayer calls the “volley il nies of
| found in common, however, in the tEE-t'm';d Mrs
Father Arévalo, Sister Gollares, e -Mrl : foce n1l’
Villafania was the virtue of couroge ™ thE[EStiﬁEl:l
this werld's pains and chollenges. Th?ﬂn i
to the joy and worth of their W..;ntlﬂ::ﬂh-e death of
faced with insurmountable odds— bishop, the
9 son, the slaying of @ gead priss I
struggles of consecroted life.

The testimonies ot the LST thsiﬂgll‘sﬂu;
SUmposium  have mmpelb‘!d mew.rl;ztdrinS my
Striking questions of myself .Firf-tt the university
theologizing? As a theologian © records, the
SUrrounded by books oK :thS lor from the
temptation to be distant ond N

concerns of reol people is particularly strong.
Theology, after all, is commonly not deemed to be
a “praoctical science” reserved for priests-to-be
and overzealous loy people who have the luwury
of time to enter into centuries-old texts to label
their philological nuonces and what-not.  But
Viaticon ll, and more recently Pope Francis, has
challenged the Church to go beyond o theology
of the university, the monostery, or the convent,
moving toward a theology of the marketploce.

What's in a marketploce? Certoinly, one
does not find the neot and pristine structures of
the ocademic milieu, Instead, one finds the dirt
and noise, the grit and toil of the human condition.
viet, we know that this is precisely where the Cospel
must go. For me, it means that theologizing needs
to be heart-driven rather than head-driven. Wes,
being familiar with historicol backgrounds ond

LST@s0 41




doctrinol fromeworks is useful, but if it is ot the
expense of the realities on the ground, then what
real end does this knowledge of theology serve?
More than ever the Church needs theologians with
o postoral heart.

For instance, | have seen in my experience
of teaching at the university that | om constantly
faced with young people who have become more
averse to our Church's long-held traditions and
doctrines. They simply dismiss them as archaic
and out-of-step with the times. But, who could
blome them if their only experience of the Word of
God comes from lofty, uninspiring, and sour-faced
ministers who simply “expect them to hnow" their
proyers and dogmas? In the face of an increasing
opathy towards the Church, perhaps responding
apprehensively or violently to our youth's wianing
enthusiasm will do more harm than good. No one
wants anything shoved down their throats, Sa, ag
far as preparing for a theology class is concerned
it's no longer just about getting your content
right, but also asking how you can teach the
Word in an ottractive and engaging way. | found
that this requires couroge becouse that means
sharing your story. The Word of Cod can only be

engaging and effective for its listeners if they see
that the one proclaiming it truly lives it.

Mu second question is: who drives my
theclogizing? Another temptaotion that we
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theclogions are colled to overcome is to turn our
theclogizing into o faceless enterprise. WWhat
that means is that we must constantly struggle
to avoid limiting our theologizing only for self-
ariented reasons like finishing a degree or getting
ordained, important as those may be. But what
happens after these accomplishments? Are
our studies only geared towards our personal
aspirations? This leads to o more fundamental
Question: Is Christ still at the heart of oUf
theologizing? Think of o relationship. Ve Mglely)
that in order for any relationship to flourish, ther®
Mustindeed be o sincere effort to get to know e
PErson we love. But, if we forget the person with
Whom we share this relationship, then we hav®
Preoccupied ourselves with nothing more than
meaningless data gathering. In the same Wf:‘g'
i we forget that theology is about deepening
one's love for Christ, then our theologizing will ¢
nothing mere than an empty show. It's precis 5

the face of Christ that gives all of our studies
Linity,

Ly
Where do | find the fa ce of Christ? | peliev

thm: Itis first fou nd in our prayer and Emcmmen ;
life. | belieye thot o theologion without S
and thE Sacroments js malnourished. AlLthe bt
End .ﬁgures May te memorized and r:"rcm:eggltij:f‘tj
PUt if there's ng heart, there's also no @eP L
} :rhnpg thereisq challenge for us Eﬂ”tempam:ﬁ
2ologians tg imitate the Patristic Falis

who drove no sharp wedge between their
theological reflection and their contemplative
life. Their theology is deeply rooted in their
own proyer. These doys, it has become a
courageous act to remain still and focused In
prayer. This world continues to demand so
much from each person thot there seems to
be no room for silence ond contemplation. |
would soy, then, that being steadfast in proyer
serves as o prophetic witness in a fost-paced,

demanding world.

But the face of Christ is also fuu_ﬂd
in the least, the lost, and the lost. HNowing
More about Christ must bring us to deeper
orthoprawxis, not just orthodost. With
orthoproxis comes the capacity to Empnthlz\i
With the world. For example, @ 9':"”':_’ grasp O
the Gospel—where we find how Christ _1:h.|I'IHE,
feels, and acts—must encouroge us to IIT“'tﬂtE
him in our own areas of mission. A disCiPLE GT
Christ is one who truly feels that some I?u
that Christ had for the Hingdom of God: o
that in mind, there should be this murngeéz
Not just speak out against injustice, l:..utfu Sme
act ogainst it. In spite of what |~..~.|gh F it
Off as q militaristic clarion call, 0c€tNg ane t
injustice means something More humhl-E?tthzr
IS, participating in the missionary ::u:t: rggm
the Church without wavering: feed the 10 =
Without fanfare, work towords sociol r'e

that will benefit our farmers and fisher-folk, listen to
the stories of those whose voices are often ignored,
etc. Our theology must bear fruit in the lives of the
poor, the anawim—those closest to God's own heart.

In the end, | believe that the greatest need for
theologians right now is courage. VWith the emerging
challenges of our times comes the greot evil spirit of
lukewormness, Ignatius of Loyola would describe
missionary octivity like a fire that needs to be spread
ta all the world (ite, inflammate omnig). Fire needs
to be kept constantly burning especially in o world
that is grodually getting darker. If we theologians
keep this fire burning in our hearts, then perhaps like
those who shared their testimonies at the theologicaol
symposium, we moy also be able to live courageously
ond eventuolly share our own stories with others,

LLuis Carmelo M. Julion teaches theology at
the Ateneo de Mamila University and is pursuing his

Masters degree at L5T
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%nne who has taken the comprehensive
exams, the “compre,” will agree that it's not an
easy road to travel. It could get really bumpy,
scary and draining. There’s no hiding this truth.
[ remember what a sister told me years ago
when we met at the library: “Oh, the compre
review, it’s so tiresome™! All I could do was to
listen and encourage her: “Think of it this way.
Look at the entire review as a time to encounter
the Lord. Look forward to the encounter”
Weeks later, [ saw her again. “So how's
everything going?” I asked. “It feels different
now. Your encouragement really made a
difference.” Why did I say those words?

Allow me to make a confession. | returned 1o
LST to continue my MA program with much
hesitation. I enjoyed all the Spirituality courses
I took years earlier, but I resisted just the mere
thought of taking the dogmatic courses. When |
took Revelation and Faith, I literally begged the
Lord to help me, because I felt | was not cut out
for dogmatic stuff. I studied really hard to make
it. And I did! But more than that, something
deeply personal changed my inner landscape.
From then on, my prayer changed. I still prayed
to pass, but also to encounter the Lord.

That desire, in itself a gift, led to many other
| graced moments. Given those deeply personal
encounters, it seemed that the entire breadth and
length of my theological formation was one
long reireat. It was a privileged time with the
Lord who spoke to my heart and walked with
me to gather the fragments of my stoned life
into one meaningful whole,

| This disposition
did not take away
the blues, though.

| There were days

I couldn’t wait until

everything was over

and done with.

I was exhausted and all I could think of was
Christmas and the holidays, rest and fun. Each
passing day tested my faith, stretched my patience
and challenged my hope. But then I should say, there
were days too, when [ found myself gripped by 2
truth so tender, a love so overwhelming that 1'd find
i‘ﬂ}'ﬂﬁlf washed over by a deep, abiding peace, by @
renewing and refreshing stillness.

As 1 gazed at the breathtaking panorama of God's
progressive self-communication in history, I felt both
so small and so precious; so inconsequential, yet
miinitely blessed with the gift of God’s self. A gif
which it dawned on me, I could choose to accept '
not. This thought so hit me that I wrote in ™Y
Journal: “T tremble, Lord. | tremble at the thought:
even at the thought that it is within my power 00t 10
choose to share your dream. What power, what

frer:d_um ¥ou have given me ... to choose ... t0 €™
my life,” .

If God's gracious offer of friendship proved 10 .

a T.El'l!iﬂl', hﬁﬂﬂf&lt moment, my reawakening to i
E}'I%tultuusness of faith was just as moving. Thanks 1¢
FC 149 for mﬂﬂia[iﬂg this humh]lﬂg grace. [I-uljgﬂd'r
:::Bi!m dﬁpﬁuds on two things: God’s free gift ITE
Hol » énﬁf himself and the interior illumination of ! g
mad}; h?mt What would my life be if God had nsfF
S ]m5¢lf knnwru to humanity, to me? What Eﬁz :
movin lrt?k € of it without the Spirit who ke P’
its S 1t lorward? Al my life, its sense and Shﬂp";
Purpose angd direction, its nourishment an

Sus-tﬂl]ﬂ]‘]_c& hﬂ.'[t
: 3 E on that th: the
Eraciousness of Gog oAt b

I“T'EEI?E: ::rmu Benerations that came before me [:mt
faith pamﬁéﬂ'eluplﬂ who had fought and stood fﬂfhﬂi :
example, b th“- on by their teaching and by
much ﬂf:wi t fir heroic lives of sacrifice and !ﬂ' 4
God, I hay a1 now understand about life, faith

: € come to receive through them.

Ehgﬂf

HOW LONG THE ROAD IS.

BUT, FOR ALL THE TIME

THE JOURNEY HAS ALREADY TAKEN,
EEDED EVERY SECOND OF IT
THE ROAD PASSES BY.

HOW YOU HAVE N
IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT

Gratitude welled over me as I studied the thesis

statement on Soteriology. 1 could not help but Tﬂcal;
how I gradually made sense of the Paschal M!r’-’f::rh;sd
Christ through my own experience ut;‘ ﬁa;aﬁ 5
suffering, healing and restoration. :”J;]ElI ¢ -
highest point of my review. Christ’s I:-T.n.‘:rs o
open, I could not stop crying. Surely, Chns e
Mystery was not just one of those thanlutgthe g
one needs to study to pass the exam, bu i
most important truth that brings meaning an

to life.

1Ves m
During the oral comprehensives, O0¢ of my

; on in ordin
panelists asked me to ‘-’*“F’la":] ia:;a:r“ I;u?rwh;qi
. - way wha :
words, [ knew right a :#n brought along mY tears,

didn’t know was that I als ar heart

: : . ou leave YO
which brings me to ask: ?D;n};ﬂﬂ tell your tears not

behind in a dogmatic exam:
to show up?” I still think 1t's
with all of your heart and your €0
compre is also about that stOTY-

d until the stOTY of J esu;
the compre woul
gand 2 purden to

tire sto

I realized that unless an
touches on my personal gtorys l
only be that—an academic gxercis
be done away with.
gmed out, was an

. -t t
M i re journey, !
y entire compfe | S cious 8

ift of my entire
“unwrapping” of that on¢ P .o before whom 1
life, thspgif% of God's self, the Gift

; ihe end of the
stood in awe and endless gratituce :
Toad and beyond.

g &

9
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Two of my batch mates shared what the road
to the compre was like for them. For Hong Yan
Liu, “The compre is a time of grace and
gratitude. It is not merely a test, but a
theological dialogue.” Sister Bing Afable, ACI,
speaks of how we take the heart along and how
we speak from that deep place of knowing: “I
noticed that whatever we say in the oral comps,
it seems that it is our synthesis of what just

remains in our hearts.”

We each have our story of the road. There is
really no denying that it could be one difficult
road to travel. But there is as well, that constant
reassurance that bids you: “Keep going. Do not
be afraid. My grace is sufficient for you.” How
that grace has changed my view of dogmatic
theology, of faith, of God and all of life. Indeed,
«[ needed every second of that long journey to

|earn what the road passes by.”

Marida Paez, a Filipina lay woman from
Bulacan, hopes 1o use her studies at L8T in
pastoral ministry.

v
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Spirit-inspired pilgrimage.

Brief Overview of PCP-II. After three years of
preparatiun, PCP-1l convened from January 20
until February 17, 1991. Its avowed themes were
Church renewal and evangelization. The 489
delegates included: 94 bishops, 225 priests, 12
sisters, 2 brothers, and 156 laity. The primary
source for PCP-Il documents are the official texts
found in Acts and Decrees of the Second Plenary
Council of the Philippines.

The closing message of PCP-II, read at the
final Eucharist by Archbishop Leonardo 7
Legaspi, OP, President of the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of the Philippines, reflected on the
identity and mission of the local Church, He
noted: “As we approach the year 2000, Christ bids
this community—ourselves, the laity, religious
' and clergy of the Catholic Church in the
Philippines—to be a Church of the Poor... The
Council's thrust is toward a New Evangelization
based not on human expectations and wisdumi
but on the preaching of Christ Crucified to tﬂday"a'
Filipinos and Asians.”

Methodology of PCP-Il. The assembled
delegates began by examining the concrete
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%n Pope Benedict XVI received
ad limina visit on November 29, 2010,
Plenary Council of the Philippines” (PCP-1)

mission of evangelization. Indeed, toda
| - ' ' 1 3
milestone, PCP-1| remains a key anchor for the m?rg wenty-five

significant impact on theology, mission, pastoral

EI:E:[INI] PLENARY COUNCIL
OF THE PHILIPPINES

R ecallectionss

James H. Kroeger, MM

a group of Philippine bishops for their regular
the pope drew upon the vision of the "Secon

to encourage the local Church in its
. years after this significant 1991
2jan of the local Church:; it continues to have
Practice, and spirituality—all fostering @

Situation aﬁ_aining in the Philippines. This meant
Ekmg the |dea‘ of the contextualization of th®
ospel very seriously. Thus, the Gospel that the
Chureh seeks to Elnnr.'rUncer will be linked into
concrete reality, ot just some abstra
grlf:lmﬁﬂ, In this way the Church .'-]“Eﬂ'lptsl to t:g
and 'l-: ol transforms the hearts of individ ”at
OMmMmunities as wall as the concrée

hjEtﬂ[ical i ; : . y he
country, tuation of the Catholic faith an

Archbishop Orlando Quevedo, OMI, ﬂ"’fﬂﬁ"ﬁf

deli
..]?::Eeﬁ:l!d the approach employed by Fc'l "
Hiohsdol r:fthﬂdﬂlﬂgy followed by the Eﬂunﬂ_'h :
comprane.astoral Spiral .. [which] begins Wit s
{inﬂfudinenswef holistic analysis of the situat ith
faith—r;_zﬂg Cultural analysis), pml::EEdE <he
Scriptur ection on the situation in the light of |'1l5f
finally ®$ and teachings of the Church: sl
imple 'Jues_ into  decision-making, planf“
I'T‘IEH'IEI'EI(}n' and evaluation.”

< gl
dPEEtnml Challenges. The Eiwa"c;?"r
pastora| chnne by PCP-I| surfaced four ™
on the ecgallenlges. The first chal|E“gE~fﬂ{;:d35
Nomic sphere of life, which ".“: af"‘d

Povert
. Under-development, social injustic®

the gap between rich and poor. Secondly, the
political order reflects the lack of political power
among the poor and results in the lack of a truly
representative democracy; this reality is a direct
challenge to Catholic Christians. In the cultural
sphere one finds cultural values that are
ambivalent, containing positive aspects, but yet
often dominated by negative dimensions; these
cultural factors often reinforce negative aspects
of economic and political life. Fuurmhr._there are
challenges posed by religious beliefs and
practices; these factors have often resulted in the
so-called “split-level Christianity.”

Vision of Missionary

Evangelization.  Flowing from these four
PCP-1l sought to

Concrete pastoral challenges, FLT= ;
enunciate a renewed pastoral-missionary vision
for the local Church; communal discernment
resulted in the conviction that the Gospe! needec:
1o be announced in a new way. The ﬂnaf
document treats this new parad!gm_ o
evangelization in three interrelated se-lztlnns. E:}
"Envisioning a Church Renewed”; (b) IHE"E"U'I!hE
r“tegral E‘JE"EE‘iiIﬂtiﬂn“; End' {C} al.
Community of Disciples: Workers of Renew !
The CBCP issued in 1993 a National Fastﬂm
Plan, entitled “In the State of Mission. If ”:I i:: e
facilitate the implementation of the PCP-

and Decrees, 0

Renewed

dant gifts,
For these abun e

grateful. This grat! t
fervor and commitmen
received as a gift
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i i =y 2lIE
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the Vatican Il era has been a rich experience of the
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| of the Philipp! . .
church of PCP-11 after the AH Bill Debate” by Enc Marcelo ¢

cilogue: T T
“Epilod hed by AIENED de Manila University Press

ne

Conclusion. Having presented a very succinct
panorama of central themes found in the PCP-II
materials, one can most validly make this assertion:

continuous outpourings of the Holy Spirit upon the
Church and her mission of renewed integral
evangelization. For these abundant gifts, the
Church in the Philippines is most grateful. This
gratitude is best expressed through a renewed
fervor and commitment to evangelization. What
has been received as a gift is to be given as a gift

(cf. Mt 10:8).

It is the firm conviction of this author that the
more one explores Vatican Il and PCP-II, the more
one is convinced of the deep action of the Holy
Spirit in and through these events. Blessed Paul VI,
reflecting on the Council, once said: "The first need
of the Church is to always live Pentecost.” Indeed,
gaint John XXl envisioned Vatican Il to be a “new
Pentecost.” Today, in the Philippines, one sees how
implementing PCP-Il will foster a continuing
"Philippine Pentecost.” Veni, Sancte Spiritus.

James H. Kroeger, MM, has taught at LST since

1987. His most recent books include: Asia's
Dynamic Local Churches: Serving Dialogue and
Mission, Becoming Missionary Disciples, Walking in
the Light of Faith, Gift of Mission, and Exploring the

Treasures of Vatican |l

the Church in the Philippines is most

best expresse
to evangelization.
be given as a gi

d through a renewed
What has been

ft (cf. Mt 10:8).

al Pilario, 15 an anthology of essays wntten by bishops an:
de conference on PCP-Il. Three essays by current LS
lization: FABC and PCP-I" by
2CP-11): Compendium of Resources” by James
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he 51st International Eucharistic Congress (IEC) was

h.E']'d j.ll ':Eh‘u ‘.“ [l '!r', ]}hlllPFHrIES on ]muar}r 24_311 zﬂlh.
This was the second time that the Philippines hosted the
IEC; the first time was in Manila on February 3-7, 1937,

A pre-congress three-day Theological Symposium was
held at the Cebu Doctors University on Iﬂ']u"lr}: 20-22,
2016; it featured celebrated international speakers, wha
spoke on the Eucharist in relation to various topics, The
most anticipated among these was Father Timothy Radcliff,
OF, who discussed the Christian Virtue of Hope. Other
speakers included Father Francis Maloney, SDB ( Fuchariss
in the Gospel of John), Father Mark Francis, CSV ([ iturgy

and Inculturation), Bishop Fiero Marini, DD (A History of

the Novus Ordo), Father Thomas Rosica, CSB (Eva ngelizin g
a Secular World), and, the only female speaker, Miss
Josephina Manabat (A Catechisis on the Sunday Eucharist).
The morning sessions began with morning prayer and
concluded with the celebration of Mass.

In the afterncons of the Theological Symposium,
participants chose from seven concurrent workshops with
the following topics: Eucharist: Source and Goal of the
Church’s Mission; Eucharist and Mission in Asia; Fuchariss
and Dialogue with Cultures; Eucharist and Dialogue with
Religions and Religious Traditions; Eucharist and the Poar
and Marginalized; Eucharist and the Youth; and, Eucharis
and Mary.
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A BRIEF OVERVIEW

The International Eucharistic Congress proper begaf
TE lan uary 24 with anopening Mass at PlazaIn depen den_.;iﬂ-
Eﬂeuﬂaﬁl Legate, His Eminence Charles Maung ﬂﬂ.rdf"}?e
il Fallr.rmr_, led the celebration. In his ]'F”'T‘I]l]"

ed the Fl|lpmn'5 Fﬂith: oftentimes Ehiftll‘lg 1o 'I‘;Igﬂ-]ﬂg

i ;
and Visayan, which delighted the local participants.

arntl; af
Car]ﬂ _“S‘-‘W I_!-n ilion was constructed at the gmu“d"i of
0% Seminary for the venue of the Congress prope”

-“:]" B et d

{?;:E::;q[m Participants from all over the world Hﬂfﬂ”‘i:
Fies were represe; - - ry 25-3

morning segs F ited). From Januar} g

i . i
10ns IJ'EEH.I'I wilh tl-”.-_. ¢h.ﬁﬂtil’lg of :|'|;‘_|-|_!l"|'I
Bious orders and congregatio™®

e w3 = 5 3 S -hfsi-""
Mty singing. Various sessions of catee

PTayer; various relj
the commy

followeq
On the first d ; _ . cis DF'“
expounded o ay. Bishop Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte: o the

n the ¥erse in Colossians 1:27, wher '
ther P

of [Ezrf“r T;-E st EC originated: Christ i You, 04 H:f:
e :i;:h m.hup R.nbﬂ[ Barron spoke on the Euch? it
Antonig T;ﬂ[m" = s Paschal Mystery. Caﬂhﬂ-ﬂ 0 ue
with {IultLu-E.' € spoke on the Fucharist and the D18 F{h¢
Bochis ®s. Cardinal Dojan presented the 0PI ik

‘st and Mary., Bishop Thomas Menamparﬂ’"P

sDB S Arist
and E:Fliir;fi.;.cm{lrimi John Onaiyekan spoke on E“chji:nd

: . st ag Di; rth the
Suﬁmnﬂ. reshectiuc]}r * Dialogue with

:-'.p-einl-:e rs followed the

Testimonies from various ed.
hared his experience i

“atechesis. Cardinal Joseph Zen s - her CONVErsION
China, Miss Marianne Servaas spoke of e Family
 the Catholic Church. Paul Ponce ﬂ,miml:::‘nn n.ftfrl
Professional jugglers, received 2 s“mdmf{ ln:" centrality
he performed for the audience and relatec & Kei-ichi
of the Fucharist in the life of bis Fm_m]‘,r'-_ .h..!l-:ﬁrch and
Sugawary spoke of the rebuilding ©! '“ﬂl Lt'raﬁndllﬂ'm
l’.-t}n'tm““il}. after the tsunami in Japan. & 5 S e of
Mativachranon from Thailand shared o Ul}1'11-::3 when
'ﬂl:'a_wi_ng consolation from the Eucharist at the t1
she was falsely accused.
, d with the
Ihe W sessions R sales
celehmtin;n :1}.]:;1r:~gl-;1u._-llarist; Gaudencio {L,1|11 rdlr:::nl::;anls
Was the main celebrant on January 26 3 :hE afternoon
Wold this: go for & hurfit'-d lunch, till'l’-_tj_rI the cacond
Se58inng WETE Pili.'kl':d with activities. .lmnd]ﬁl:]'{"“ [ii']-"i':s
And thirg day, the participants china? :’.nm. F-ulhr:r'l'iml*l]“."
Nd resoyrce persons. S0me speakers 'T;Em :ﬁ11:t Manabat
I*'E"'llvzlii’r’ve. Father Francis MaloneY, MM-IDELH rdzeldize.
Fathep Paul Vu Chi Hy, Ambassador 1.:-1H|;::1:*;riﬂ Fellont,
Fardj“i"] Orlando Quevedo, Father Lucid
"nd Mﬂnmgnm- Diego Monroy Ponce.

always close

p;utiflpf"_‘“ :
y were ferri€
h sharing
led by

'FJJI the fourth day, the
Parish encounters” where the

arj PR
Prishes around the city for faitk
F"I'E's,t-h.l :.i_LIl'LrlL.E-

Archbishop

Ations, A F1-:|1!|1L‘Tl="=ll

Socrates x.'ﬂ[,:ga_q. was conducted on the fifth -;1;31_.'. It was
followed by Visita Iglesia; seven churches around the city
center P&rliLipalci Concurrently, teenagers and young
Prﬂmmiu"ﬂ[s attended m‘frn:ight 'n.'iga']s. and activities for
the Youth Day, where Bishop Barron and the Ponce family
were invited to give their testimonies.

The Holy Eucharist was celebrated at the Capitol
Building on the sixth day; a solemn procession followed.
More than a million people participated in the two-
kilometer-long procession  to Plaza Independencia.
The following day, Cardinal Ricardo Vidal led the
Holy Eucharist with 5,000 children receiving their first
communion. Incidentally, Cardinal Vidal was among the
children who received their first communion during the
1937 Fucharistic Congress in Manila.

Other activities were offered, including a series of talks
focusing on how to evangelize the deal and mute, visits to
musenms, watching a musical play, dance performances,

concerts and the like

The closing mass on January 31 was led by Cardinal Bo
with more than two million in attendance,

Sherwin Santos, 8], from Pampanga i3
currently in theological studies at Loyola School of
Theology.
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Serving in the Spirit of Vatican 11

LST AT IEC

o

he Loyola School of Theology (LST) was founded in

the same year (1965) that Vatican IT concluded, The
said institution seeks to continuously contribute to the
building up of the Church, not only in the Philippines, but
also in Asia and the world. Some of LST% contributions
were seen during the 51st International Eucharistic
Congress (IEC) held in January 2016 in Cebu City,

It was a privilege for LST to be of service in preparation
for the congress, during the IEC Theological Symposium
(January 20-22), and in the JEC proper f]unuar}- 24-31),
Three current LST Persons {Fathers Arévalo, Kro eger, and
Quilongquilong) served on the Theological Commission
that helped draft the "Basic Text”; the primary d,-.‘;ﬁ”
was Father Catalino Arevalo, 5], a former prEslidu:m of
the school. Father Jose Quilongquilong, 57, the presen
IST president, was part of the steering committee of
the event; he was also active on the promotiop, media
and communications team. Father Timoteo Ofrasio, g,
composed the [EC prayer.

Several “LST persons” played various roles during the

=18 Mg Loyalo

Firmo “Jun-Gee” Bargayo, Jr,, 5]

IEC Theological Symposium. Father James Kroeger, MM,
fﬂ-’aﬁ a reactor to the talk “Evan gelizing a Secular world";
o ﬂddifiﬂﬂ- he facilitated the concurrent session on “The
hu-::.h-flrlst in the Church's Dialogue with Religions and
Religious Traditions™ Sister Maria Anicia Co, RVM,
responded to the talk "He laved them to the end (I
13:[}2 E.L'I':.ZI.'.I-:’.IJ"jET in the Gugpﬂ of IU]"H"IP and I'uE:inIill'l"l:[
the concurrent session on “Mary and the Eucharist
n the E:ﬂnll:mpurar]; Mission of the Church? Fathef
Jose Quﬂmlgquilung, 5], was one of the reactors o the
laII.: on “A Catechesis on the Sunday Eucharist”; he also
facilitated one of the afternoon concurrent sessions o

The Eucharist and Mission in Asia: Integrating Dialog™®
and Proclamation ®

During the [EC Congress proper. His Eminence

fnﬂ!';llmal Luis Antonio Tagle, DD, a pn:ufrsﬁm'
[.-“ch;_].‘nm_"‘” delivered a powerful catechesis an

scholasti ! e
5o ics served as the choir for some morning prayt w
rll'lj_:', [I‘]{‘I Cnngrfssl

an

Jesuil

!

Dm.ﬂ professors and alumnifalumnae of the sch®”
;.]" - . 4

10us roles in the symposium and congress. Bish?

had v P

ed at one of the masses.
D, was a speaker during
arist and Interfaith

Paulo Virgilio David, DD, presid
Bishop Angelito Lampon, OML D
the concurrent session on the Euch

Di“]“Eue. Bishop Antonio Ledesma, SJ. DD, ]Jrl:.niidc.d
d the catechesis ol His

& one of the masses and rea |
acias on “The Eucharist

Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gr : :
in the Church’s Dialogue with Religions Dr. ]?Hﬂl'll'lﬂ.
Manabat was speaker for "A Catechesis a.:rn_!he Sunday
Eucharist” and *The Eucharist: Cup of Sucrihc-‘l.'. Banquet
Of the Kingdom. Father Luciano Ariel Ft].l.lilli'-ll spoke ';"'
h“’ra-“]“"g the Feet of the Poor: The Eucharist and the
Priesthood”

Those mentioned above were bishops. pri.r:'r;tﬁ. re]131§":;“‘
and lay. This shows the impact of LsTinthe Ch ur-i31 to :lw
LST has served the Church by producing Iead_*- . 1|::n-d
"ot only do pastoral care in dioceses, -.:mumumn.esﬂ 7
schools, byt alse do theological inquiries that pro

| ; i d the poor-
dialogue with the other beliefs, the youth an P
—

A

One of L5T’s thrusts is to support the Church wherever
and however il can SeTve. We saw L5T's presence not
only on the stage but also through the people who were
m:r']:.j ng behind the scenes. There were a large number of
LST graduates and students who were part of the logistical
team, media and social network communications, etc.
gincere apologies are extended to any L3T persons whose
pames may have inadverte ntly been overlooked. Finally,
many who came as participants were L5T graduates and

students as well.

Faithful to the spirit of Vatican I, LST has proven
during the 1EC that it was born out of the desire to be of
service to the Chu rch, the people of God.

Firmo N. “lun-Gee" Bargayo, Ir., 8L s a Jesuit
schalastic PUTSIINg his theological studies at Layola School of

Theatog):
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1937 INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

Personal Recollections and Reflections

Caraline G. Arévalo, 8J

Th.E Ihil'_'-f"-':hird International Eucharistic Congress
o :xn Z::,m\l::lhuutd doubt, the greatest single '3"'"':’“[;.‘-1”
up to that tis il‘nt_'- that had ever been held in Manild
much n:'u;ile-:l]r‘ = __r:.”'er yone believed. ‘There hmt.hciﬁln
:_'nr:ugrf::u;ﬁ had En[_mp"l”*"- Regional and [;.rq,l‘r'-"]':]‘l.
Pn.:l:m[ing. Mo []ﬂ.“. held throughout the country 17 1']“
unfolded in ‘*.-[11'11]:‘!.]:':Il adlh.“”n' prepantinty ;155':“-1MIE§
Catholic nru-ah. "_l 2 in P-illj'.]ﬁhﬁ.‘:-; and schools by d.ﬁjﬂ:
schedule: My l?"*_lltm-“'_- The 1937 IEC had a SId” ‘ﬂl-
oo hem .]tﬁlld-t} to Sunday. The really major o

ot the Luneta, The 1'.;;1'[1511‘[5
were “controlled™
rightly) that
celebrations.

numbers of part

It was estimated (if |
1eld

about half a million were at the L

- eld:
peakers at the L“f‘

and]ﬁi.‘ﬁlllt Flr't_‘ﬂl._-hf]'!-';. i-”'ll'.l other g
n several sm: ) he
Al smaller lan included "

H uage-proups, inciut

then- :

SJ::];‘SIE};:M Londoner Father Cyril C. Martind#'

L. Avery, Slk [E]ji-}x.-em u_u]- Ateneo Rector, Father H‘”]'_-}

Father Jose hL ative of the later Cardinal Avery |'hll.]L:_-
seph Mulry, ], and Father [saias Fdralin: -

1'|’[]|_||-_| i
€ “excited in armtt it 1 forw?
to the L'“Tlgre anticipation”), looked i

a5, I h-:l".. ' =
s 1N % i ; =y
seventh grade at the (he

de Mapils . .
nila Grade School (AGS), Padre Faura.

P“.‘L'L:djl'lg months, we e .d fof

re informed and }”i'r"plL 5 i
eo, Father Joseph Mulry 1'Jh-h|;-r:l’
. k” of the Executive Com™” he
social justice” was touched oF in !

m :
ember of the “think
an
he made sure

‘ e
‘ —_
——
———

The 33 1 ' Y o
nferfm.frmmf Eucharistic thngrfjs B i AT ot
single event that bad ever peey, g J"u: ot hout doubt, the grmff*
| E fo that fime, s ﬂferyglﬂe JH.UWMHHH
e g eryone beleeg,

——

':-I.:':I Tirngy L aigedo

addresses). We learned the Congress hymn in bpamsh
il
and sang it countless times. I just recalled (from past

News reporting) that the theme of that IEC was (YES!):
Ihe Eucharist and the M issions™!

Fentom Fil:':p-ﬂh'iuk.

Incidentally, Jesuit scholastic .
y part of the

:':"]1“5'1‘ father was a papal knight, S
F"-"'S{m:nl Elltf.‘.ﬂ.ll'algl.‘“ of His Emuinence, Denis |:..-.'|.t'd|.]'|-.'l.
D“”th.'rq- of Philadelphia, papal Legate- Fq.‘t‘ll-f'l.l'.l wari.
Made a “monsignor” during time of the Congress and
SOMmetimes assisted the Pﬂpﬂj Legate. .",’Lf.ﬁ_ﬂ_-". l';lllmt]:ll
Was garbed in purple robes when he did this. Al Q€

. i : - ."I thL"
o roza of the final gr;md pn:cesﬁlun {i--;'i_'rrumy 7): the
J monstrance,

Hoat bearing the Eucharist 10 the “granc Cardinal
© Was one of those assigned 10 kneel behinc | .H-jﬂuu
D”'—'Eheri}’; the procession (which was kg sl “- rds;
the 13, neta) took about an hour, from 8:30 F'm'_n_]mda th-t:
1€ organizers wanted 1o !1jgl1|ighl the hE{.IJ}b 'm'uht
Candles, especially, umﬂq“frjngthc Jarkness” of NI

came 48

all could joini

sch A group of us from the AGD “m[ﬂ' I‘ﬂl'li*-'i]"‘“""”;1J
*hools we a8 . itad pumbers &8 F° SR
ere given limit t"ﬂ;jf:f?'t‘*"" Day ],m-.."

Wa
*0t together for the 7:30 &M 0,
W] 3o E w-pg L
Hlahh at the Luneta, “primarily 10 S he celebrant’;
shop Silvestre Sancho of Vigan was !

Big) Missionet: Vicar
Al - .z . X 1'1..']-'.[11.5'“ ; -
A P Francis X, Ford, a Mar) China, Pn.;gchcd the

by :
5 .I OStolic of Kaying, Kwantuik ™ . present 10
LIII““"' He earnestly asked the € ildre or bravely
¥ Lt L B = NI ' E"‘r.' H b
1 edge to be “true, valiant soldiers of Christ: ;

“:"'El Loy H ; il ‘I'llﬂ-' H":]“]
im and His Ringuaiits
d the

pymunion-

inely
m untd the

iy f
Mpl"‘.f' to Him: Jesus who love

Bishop Ford pointed to the urgent need of priests
for mission, above all: “the Philippines with over 10
million Catholics had less than 8,000 priests. For Asia,
for China, first of all, at least 14 thousand priests were

:urgmul-,- needed, éven right now!” [l found a brief
account of his sermon in the April 1937 issue, Boletin
Eclesiastico de Filipinas.]

As the Mass was ending, the children and their
parents were solemnly consecrated to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Yes,1do remember that morning, not very vividly
now. But I think we received much grace from the Lord
of the Eucharist, and maybe the grace of vocation was
granted or confirmed for a good number of us.

1 witnessed the early part of the final procession
(children were not joined to the Luneta crowd itself that
night); we young people mostly went back home even
hefore the procession ended. 1 know the glorious final
events, never before experienced here, “emotionally”
and “faith-wise, overwhelmed the people there. What
1 saw of the carroza and the “grand monstrance” was
what has lasted in my mind, really, until the present.
And, yes, the memorable official hymn of the Congress
has remained in my memory all my life long, with its
words: “Pueblo amante de Maria"— "people who love
and cherish Mary, within your hills lie golden treasure,
but your truest treasure is the Cross, your Faith!”

Catalino G. Arévalo, S), is Professor Emeritus of
the J'.L.‘T-.'hrrl School of IIIIIL'ﬂl'(J:ﬂ'.
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| Eucharist:

A Special Gift

Edgar Josep)y Miranda

h4

[ir 1} | ra-l__|r‘_||r'_|

and
he recent International Eucharistic Congres® 'ﬂ:d

the : ;
experie YPPortunity to attend it was truly 2 Em;qjth
i n_-fm:E' I'was able to take much from it my o
Cathnl-m;]-t-e'i' being surrounded by a large num -Eg]I'
50, is m:::,aalth[:ul' Perhﬂps muost im]Jn-rturlL an 1;ll-F:af;-

1] r E a. 5 ; : K ]
newed love for the Eucharist. Asa semint i

ave to admi : aily
mit, the Mass being available to me d | havé

led me, tq s0m
b e extent, to take it for grantes e, e
M?ET;:;:ET i Haiing the s i agpartol o ;;j 1-ams ﬁ” a /{y able to enfer again info the mystery
: hedule, that [ have been less able 1© o oaglf . .
2:;:55;;13& its true u,-.;,m-: I:;-:;s I:':ecmnf Sff::;:i-d qffbe Eﬂfbﬂrfsf; ! dﬂ fb.ﬂl LUIﬂJ a bumblf ﬂmfgrﬂfe.ﬁ;f
ace; [ have failed : hﬂ“"l have » .

to] iled to notice 4 ":H
@ 10se reverence and proper awe 1::t'it. /Jfﬂrf_ wf[[fng f’ﬂ rEfE.'FE Cbrfjf Hﬂd W\E{fﬂmﬂ 1111

Listenjp " |||‘:ﬁ1] : . ’ ! [ f- m !- é
belon.s B 10 the testimoni f Catholic ™ . s - fSH ri b il place in .

longing 1, diﬁ'e;-mjﬁ Il?:?;;iu?: 4o some Pr:ﬁei ¢ i Is g (f,,f‘) y !f
- I e

Some reljp

ExPEfiEncE . -
and hoy uﬂ; hf-'l-ng minorities in their homMe ¥ 5 sue”
2 great g, 0iNg and living their faith oy for ¥

uggle, reminded me to be gmu_-ﬂ.l s e

¥ commaonplace, nOT
Realizing that in the
ed, God himself, in
¢ and despite MY

Inn_ger relegate it to being merel
;amly set aside or thrown away.
“icharist | receive all that I truly ne

this entails addressing concerns which may hinder
them from approaching the Holy Mass. Much can be
said about this, but even more needs to be done. What
1 do know though, is that with my renewed love for the
Eucharist, [ am reminded greatly of God's immense love

Prh"jh_‘gf_ld :
Situation 2 T v ales wo in an : .
W 0 counter the- ,. I];Itre, Cardinal "1-1.5} ]'"Evﬂ]&ﬂtfﬂ[ U“d lhm.llﬂh Jesus Christ, without m?er sgain into i
the world wigh, o t l'ﬂw-:;'l'lr'n{ﬂj.-' culture ) ¥ uﬂﬂ”' = worthiness, | am finally ahle 1clr enl 5 mble an d for us, alove which led Him to send His Son to be with
i culture of gifi” became iy r}-:,-t,;r:r, of the Fucharist; 1 do this wil and welcome U to become human, and to offer His life for our sake,
” HH ateful heart, willing to receive Chrst to allow us a chance at eternity in His loving embrace.
In the course of i ; rfmeul:ﬂ Im in His rlghtful place in my life. This love is meant to be shared with all, especially with
OW the | '€ Of the IEC, I was made ot e, : o1 the the “least” of our brethren. Sharing and inviting others
and ﬂclu:l:lr?hﬂnm is & gift, a gift wherein we Irl::;-1:'-"1‘3' Ih: _One reminder that has stayed with ™ iﬁ’;m the to the Eucharist, is a good, rather, the best place to start.
Bift of Iﬁui— ;E;?Ei"’f the best gift we can €&’ rEJeJﬂPtin:: < is Godss preferential love for the w}ﬂrx:aln 1 speak
and Sal"-'ﬂl:iq:;n 1S gift of self, offered for ou* -rihﬁ'] "ﬂ,r “Ucharist should be more so for the pﬂﬂ:-,ateri lly poor. Edgar Joseph i"'fﬁl'ﬂildi from the Diocese of
p“”fipaled T Tu see the hllF'lg,EI‘ []F the Al {“_I‘ﬂ : thE poor, this is nol 50 |11Llih the 1,.,.-|_3|_11d-hf-' Paranegud ['[}mpff!fn' his studies al Lujmhl ,":r:im[:! ﬂlr'
ESpecially hIn the Holy Eucharist during M IFﬁ;'lftﬁﬁ Put 3050 those who are spirituall Fm}::. M:ﬂcd <o the  Theology while residing at San Jos¢ Seminary. |
. the : " T Fieg - : nust be €% .
APPreciay; on-delegates, rekindled in "7 oe ! + I realize that special care ! . o Eucharist:
Ton 10 %10 7 Pt May be welcomed and included in the Eu¢
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A}'Ear ago, my father passed away from cancer. His
death was my own experience of the desert: 1 foly
like I was lost in a barren land, full of uncertainties, pains,
struggles, hunger and darkness. The 51st International
Eucharistic Congress left a mark of consolation in my
heart when | was reminded once again that in oy
darkest experiences of life, we can learn so much abouy;
hope. In my own experience of the desert, there was
only one thing that I hoped for: the healing of my father.
(¥ course, | would have wanted him to stay and he
present at my ordination. Things will never end tha
way anymore. | lost him. ['lost a dream,

BE Tirg Loyoln

e

‘Ffoping in the “Desert

Roberto Ofiveras Jr

s ) ol
be ?““Ellh;n: ! have wallowed in pain and ””ﬂrﬂﬂﬂdll
“Callse tho i ) : L

ught hope” meant that r:'r'fl'}“thmg s

be solved, answered, tha
wrang.  Father 7

deeper Unl::ler&tamlmg of hope. He said that hop¢ 3

CONVICT : ' |
o [-Iﬂll that al| rhlngs will make sense, regar ;
10w things tury gy

of pain, darkness or uj
strong confide
Hope asks us ¢

a 1 . (7o 3 I-
iCertainties in life; rather ! nif
= a
Nce that everything will find M€
' FEmain, to stay and to abide.

Hope also inyige
Hope leads us to rep
gathered his dnu_'iph-

1

5 the night before His cruct

5 t everything will be fine. e @
imothy Radcliffe’s talk taugh! .[] the

5 of

» abs
Hope does not mean the @ ¢ the

parts"
$us 10 look at Jesus in the EHY o8
wember that very moment "‘"“t. i

He assures us
telling us I am he
o B e —w

: ; as a night
We remember that it was also a dark night. 1 :

i ' denial, a

(,].c' dlﬂintcgrntiun, a night of betrayal. @ night r':;:’ e
YEht of fear and running away; there 5‘3”2'3 i
Ope, but all loneliness, fear, suffering and death.

f a
st hour, Jesus pElmrmEd
ed; he stayed. Eor sure,
ble to understand what

And yet, in this darke
Great Besture of I-:u]'.n:?: he remain

j M r
.H friends might not have been @ -5 there, assuring
Wag Boing on around them, but Jesus W |

. 2 5 did not
"hd “omforting them with His pmsc““.-i :;::;’:i telling
Only Femain but also offered His Bty m.]-l'ﬂ is |1'|‘r'r blood,

o : "
Uteg Gk for VOl

15,
_ o al] our Wor
I-'l"rEr.!l'-”"'l_E‘ we g“ tor Mﬂﬁ:'-lr hl"l['l_li"'l]'||:-_r| ﬂ”.

and gathers us again in his love,
re and | will be your hope.’

problems, fears and the like, Jesus does the same thing.
He assures us and gathers us again in his love, telling us
«I am here and I will be your hope”

Now, I still feel that pain of my past, but [ am more
confident in facing the future. Hope did not bring back
my father, but Hope made me realize that when he died,
| was never alone. Jesus remained with me in the desert.
Hope in the present is to believe in Jesus who makes us

confident that everything will make sense dn the futare.

Roberto Oliveros, Jr, a fourth year diocesan

seminarian living al San José Seminary, is from the

Diocese of Bayombong, Nueva Viscaya.
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Excitﬁd and full of hope, we went 1@

: . ol
the IEC Pavilion for the opening
w a man

the congress. While walking, 1 52 :
for s

beside the street, cooking food ;
breakfast. He had difficulty setting “F
fire, using pieces of wood he found ¥
the trash nearby. He looked dull: ! ]m“.LI .
ﬂhu”HEr" on his face, not only ];.]13551{.4 ﬂ'l
but also having the need to be rt"-‘?flillnfnw
and given attention, hoping 10 have ,S:qhﬂ
“luck” coming from the many F'“‘]”F'JL oné
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(oming to gefber in this Eucharistic meal

transcends all cultures.
— 99

thinking and acting, not to discriminate, but rather, to
- contribute to this oneness. This is for me the essence
b of the convocation brought about by our sharing in this
4 important meal of the Lord, bringing us closer with joy,
' mercy and compassion towards one another,

Eucharist as
(onvocation

Eric LEgﬂ da

Lastly, this idea of convocation allows me to see the
:mpurtﬂﬁcc of the Eucharist in our idea of engaging
others and building bridges towards unity. It is an
encouragement for me to continue to hope and feel the
orace of God that continuously works to bring people
?ug,ethfr in His embrace. 1 believe this is the way God
shows His mercy and compassion to one and all. As we
come together as one family, we recognize each others’
uniqueness more than varous differences. Wetramceud_
and move beyond the idea of inequality, letting go of
biases, and enjoying the meal of oneness as a family.

Eric Legada, from the Diocese of San Jose de
Antigue, is a fourth year Josefino seminarian.
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"'I ‘he Eucharist brings us into deep aspects of -
Christian life. It allows us to see the CONNection

the

Dialogue witl, Cultures”
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avenue for a deeper encounter with God, with ursel
: ves
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Christian convocation, of dialoguing with ane another
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ogical Hours

“The Church and the Contemporary Challenge of Sexua|
Abuse: Analysis and Prospects” was the title of the LST forum
held on August 28, 2015. Father Hans Zoliner, 8J, was the
resource person. He is a member of the Pontifical Commission
of the Holy See for the Protection of Minors. He is also the
Academic Vice President, Professor, and Chairperson of the
Institute of Psychology of the Pontifical Gregorian
University, Rome and President of the Centre for Chilg Theological
Protection of the same Institute. Forum on

Sexual Abuse

S : d
AsiﬂnPgﬁnmd oY LST, a theological hour entitled “Cathol! in
lgnatius of | Ves from India® was held at the Oratory of 22
Hﬂiﬂra;hnt Loyola on October 21, 2015, Father ThO™
Province gf It{II;IrIEHmE-E' SJ, was the speaker. He is from the qent

Teachin set Society of Jesus and is a Permanent Re at
Jnana?[lee:f U'?Emhr in the Faculty of TheolodY
Idyapeeth in p :
Catholic and une, India.
Asian

The East Asian Pastoral Institute, Lg
and Theology Department of the Ateneznslii?:grgl‘ of
held a “Special Theological Forum on the .-
Family” with His Eminence Luis Antonio Eal"gpd on the
Archbishop of Manila and Delegate President of th ’Elnai Tagle,
Family, as the keynote speaker. The November -F 1 ¥nod on the
was held at the Church of the Ges( and Was open to

Theaolg gy,
UMmanitieg

Cardinal Tagle spoke about the key point
: ] soft
the sz.rnur.i"ur:- the Family. The said Synod tuuchedlj:-,ﬁna! dﬂcurnent of
as migration, poverty, domestic violence, divorced Varied themeg such

violence against women and children. The Eardinma:gt;zn:ﬁrried couples
at the Synoq |
was about

the pastoral care of families ang
_ re W
above-mentioned themes. Presented Significant dialogues on the

There followed four responses by persgng f

L - TOM several Jagyi The
espoden er: Warls B9 e Dy w550 damens, s i,
Sty anigtries: y Yunj ast Asian Pastora| Instit'lz.ﬁ::.-lr-r ;rf; ‘:EI Cornelio of the D?ﬂiwf o
: T Thames Gascon, SJ, ©

e R B ey

On Movember 11, 2015 Dr. Robert Wicks shared his thoughts on
self-care. The said program was sponsored in partnership with the

Emmaus Center of Spirituality.

Dr. Wicks is a Professor in the Pastoral Counseling Department
at the Loyola University in Baltimore, Maryland. He has authored a
Riding the book with the title, Riding the Dragon: Ten Lessons for Inner

Dragon: Strength in Challenging Times.
Lessons on

Self-Care

On March 2, 2016, LST sponsored the presentation: “The Faith
of the Filipino People and the Peace Revolution: 30 Years after
EDSA."  Archbishop Socrates Villegas, DD, Archbishop of
Lingayen-Dagupan was the featured speaker.

“It [EDSA] changed my understanding of humanity, said

“Father Soc," as he prefers to be called, a point he made as he
started to share his experiences and reflections on the EDSA The EDSA

revolution. He added that the revolution and what preceded it showed ~ Revolution:

him that human beings can be so base, can be so greedy. Yet, the same = Thirtieth
revolution showed him that human beings can be so compassionate—even wi Anniversany

those who have wounded them. “It helped me to understand human sin and human
greatness,” he emphasized.

m LST, Father Soc urged those whnrwere
DSA revolution. Father Catalino Arévalo,

ame challenge to Father Soc, noting that
o lly because he worked so very closely

In response to a comment raised by a student fro
Present to write—to put to paper their thoughts on the E
SJ, spoke towards the end of the forum and gave t .
he alone knows so much about what happened, especia
with Cardinal Sin.

General Natalio C. Ecarma Il shared his

i i had been able to serve
' dialogue with the people he had i
E:E:Q;;ﬁ:s i?-.f F:atﬁn?.ll, gulu in a forum entitled, “Intercultural

cmating in DI ; d how he integrated
1 . . inating in Dialogue.” He sha[re
ﬂf;dﬁ;efaﬁg: Gusgpei in his dialogue with other peoples and

cultures.

On April 13, 2016,

h others he suggested three attitudes

; : it : :
In dialoguing Wi in dialogue should have: Sincerity,

lnterrcu!turdl that any participant
Bridges: B Humility, and Empathy.
Participating in
Dialogue
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