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Greetings of Peace
and Joy to alll

| I this year's double
'Ssue af Tinig Loyoia, we primaoril
reflect on Pope Francis’ ic
measpge of mercy,
hnne will find stories of Mercy, viewed
through the theme of reconciliotion,

v SMiles and d
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In addition, this issue somewhat

anticipates the coming jubilee celebration

of Loyola House of Studies ond Loyolo

School of Theology. Builtin 1965, these rooms

ond walls have grown to welcome countless

local and internationol seminariaons, religious,

and loy persons. They hove, through their own

mission involvement, translated God's love into life's

different difficult areas, especially those of the poor

ond marginoalized. LST hos bEl:_c:ume inﬁtrume_ntm in

helping both the local and the Asian Chgr_che; in their

continuing mission of evangelization. In oddition, in recent

months two pillars of LST passed to their n_aternﬂt reward:

Jahn M. Schumocher, SJ, noted Church hiﬁtﬂr.ucm, and Joseph

J. Smith, 5J, long-time professor of systematic theology ond
thesis mentor.

As this present school year drows to o c_m'sg, e lngh
forward to more exciting changes, foremost of which s the shift

of the academic calendor from June-March to August-May  The
noticeable upgrode of facilities and physical plant is another change

that surely improves LST's erwirons to be more conducive for study,
creative thinking, community gathering, and per-sqml prayer Mﬂl._;]: thES_E
changes continue to motivote students to grow into whot Pope rnﬂ_ma
snvisions as future postors of the Church: theclogically .FJ-r'EpI::T!EII:I and hoving
rciful and forgiving hearts.  TINIG LOYOLA expresses its grotitude to those
Hi:: individuals and organizations that permitted their photographs to be used
I this S3ue. Patrick V. S. Nogoy, SJ
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used around the world, the word “Allah® had never
appeared as the name of God It is only after the
emergence of Islam and the Qur'an that the world was
introduced ro Allah as a Divine name.

i/ their efforts to spread Christianity in the
Malay-speaking world, the Christian missionaries
used the word Allah for reasons best known to
themselves. However, one must take note that
the word Allah for God is not derived from Jewish
or Christian sources. And, among Christians in
Malaysia, save for the natives of Sabah and Sarawak,
the word Allah for God has never been used. In any
case. the need does not arise as MOSE SETMONS are not
in Malay. Even when they were in Malay, the word
Allah was, to my knowledge, never used.

Réljgidis confrontation can lead to very serious
consequences. It can lead to violence and even
killings. This peaceful country will not be peaceful
anymote if we have religious violence, especially
now that the point of contention is something that
ie essential to the faith of Malays, both Muslims and
Christians alike.

ftis unfortunate that Ibrahim Ali should suggest
burning the newly-printed bibles. That may be one
way we rid ourselves of unwanted publications. It
cannot be done for the Bible any more than it can
he done for the Quran. However, what lbrahim
<aid does not reflect the views of UMNO (United
Malays National Organization). Unfortunately, some
politicians would like to make it so in order to gain
political mileage.

whilé UMNO believes that the word Allah is
exclusive to Islam, it never advocated burning the
Malay language bibles which use this word. [ regard
the attempt to imply [brahim’s support for UMNO
to mean what he says is what is seen by UMNO as

! I:’d' :».'.I-"g::'f! :-!::;:ﬂ "}?
L tﬂfﬂZ!f#L

a

. the word “Allah” for God is not
derived from Jewish or Christian

SOUrces.

Let this controversy be settled
behind closed doors by re-
sponsible people. et not the
extremists take over and exploit
religious issues.

mischievous. [brahim is not a member of UMNO. He

may support UMNO, but he is not a spokesman for
UMNO.

T¥5é Malay people have lived together in relative
peace and harmony all these many years. Our country
has developed fast because of this. While we can
have political differences, we should not resort to our
religious differences o win elections. It is a double-
edged sword and those who live by the sword shall
die by the sword.

Li#t this controversy be settled behind closed
doors by responsible people. Let not the extremists
take over and exploit religious issues.

Whité one can see this as a denial of freedom
of speech, one should understand that freedom, even
in a liberal democratic state, has limits, which must
be necessarily respected if one desires that democracy
work. Given these realities, | would like to appeal to
all parties to stop trying to abuse this issue.

SIsTER Anma Yap, FSP is from Malaysia and is

finishing her MA in Theological Studies at [ 5T: in her
frec time she supervises the sisters’ book store,

timig lewola . 7
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During the day, we would stay with our respective
families and help in the construction of their homes
The hrothers, filled with youthful energy. enjoyed
participating in the hayanihan efforts, Afeer t|'l'-‘_ first
day of construction work, snores became the night's
lullaby

if there was no schedule for hayanihan projects,
the brothers would visit families and listen to their
srorics. It was in these stories where 1 felt closer to the
Magaynons. As they shared their fears and tears during
the onslaught of Yolanda, my heart was wrenched and
[ could not keep back my rears. They said that it was
faith that strengthened them in thase crucial hours and
the difficult days and weeks thereafter. However, they
did not think of Yolanda as a divine punishment; it was,
for them. a rime to even intensify their trust in Gol,

Immediately after Yolanda, when I heard about
Leyte, what emerged were pictures of devastarion, of
death, and of despair; the question was: “Where is God
in all this?™ Now, a year after, when [ hear about Leyte
{(and | have seen it for mysell), my mind paints picturesof
integral rehabilitation, of much life, and of strengthened
hope. No question about God's presence is raised; my
conviction is that God has been so dedicatedly ar work
there. | could not think of any other way to have better
spent my semestral break!

Micuaer A. Dacaros, MSC, is a Missionary of the
Sacred Heart. He loves watching good films and
reflecting on their Christian themes; he is a big fan of
Baymax.
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Sylvia Miclat, ESSC EIH:EIH"FE Director and Pedro Walpole, ESSC Il.mamh Director

(: Working for the environment
is commonly understood through
activities like planting trees or parbage
segregation. In your exposure in ESSC,
what does “work for the environment”
mean and what unigue role does ESSC
perform in such ministry?

You are correct. Usually when
you hear the phrase “work for the
environment,” the usual response is that
one must be planting trees or segregating
waste. Those arcimportant and necessary
a5 individual actions and attitudes, and
perhaps these types of activities are the
searting point formany ofus. But*working
for the environment™ involves a broader
relationship beyond our homes and
backyards. [t involves management anc
n]anrinp knowledze and understanding
of the social, economic, pobtical, and
cultural environments as well as other
contexts. b 1s a broad concern that cuts
across our daily persenal and professional
lives and thus must necessanly connect
with people.  Eszentially, what we
want to achieve when we “work ior
the environment”™ is the Integration of
sustainability in the development we
wiant for ourselves and for the next
generations.  During the 1970s when
environmental movements were starting

to emerge more visibly, conservation and

protected areas were strategies to restore
fragile and threatened natural hahitars,
especially for biodiversity; they did nor
necessarily involve people who also live
in these areas. Straregies have shifred
since then and people are Increasingly
part of the response. In ESSC, we have
abways worked with people as we work
for the environment, understanding
their concerns and integrating these in
developing appropriate and sustainable
responses, In ESSC, our [‘ﬂi—ﬂin}ﬂ]‘l 15 the
environment and we use science in order
bo contribute to social change, which is
where the impact of our scientific work
should be manifested.

(): Looking at our country today, what
is the most pressing need, concern.
issue, or problem in terms of working
for the environment? Is any specific
program in ESSC addressing this?

It i5 ecasy 1o cie poverty,
'::Ul'r'.lj??.il:."ﬂ- WA K FOVETRANCE a5 ::ru':,s;i_nu
concerns, and they are that, Bar in our
discussions here at the Institute and in our
engagements with government, national
and local, and with commaunities and ather
assisting organizations, we are learning
that what we seem to have is a lack of
effective systems and limited capacities to

ensure ettective implementarion

trig wyeta 13
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WITNESS

PEACE INITIATIVES IN SRI LANKA

Anton Prathap, S

The abbreviation “www" is mostly
associated with the World Wide Web. But, in 5ri
Larka it stands for something else: War without
Witness, In 2009, the last phase of the ethnic war
in Sri Lanka. a Unived Nations report said that “as
many as 40,000 Tamil civilians have died in che
last few months of the fighting” The Sri Lankan
government carried out the war systematically
withour witnesses. Firstly, they tried to stop
any international interference in the war zone
areas. The NGOs were asked to leave the country.
Pricsts and nuns abandoned the people upon the
directive of Church authorities due to threats to
life. Some of them were committed to stay with
the people. The cilence of the Sri Lankan Church
to terminate the war was deafening, because the
Church was divided due to ethnic differences. As
a result, the government did not have to deal much

Fr

with the pressure of the international community;
s0, they continued to bomb many places, killing
hundreds of thousands of the Tamil minoricy,
Due to ethnic biases there was no clear and united
stand on the part of the Church to fight for justice
and peace. These are some of the reasons why
the government was able to carry out the “war

without witness."

As a result, people suffered materially and
psychologically. Their lands were confiscated by
the Army forces which led the people to become
homeless. Poverty forced some into prostitution
Children were mentally affected due to separation
from their parents. Such conditions created a
phenomenon of displacement within the state,
Children were the most severely affected by

internal displacement. Their separation from £

L'il'l-!g loyola 17




their parents made them vulnerable to sexual
harassment, which was committed by both the
Army personnel and their own relatives in the
refugee camps. Also, there were many cases of
sexual violence against women in the camps by
| Sri Lankan Security Forces. A 140-page report
published by Human Rights Watch on February

72 2013 counted “75 cases of alleged rape and
sexual abuse committed between 2006 and 2012
in official and secret detention centers and 1DP
camps throughout Sri Lanka” Also, the life of
many youth in Sri Lanka has no guarantee due

to a new trend of “white van kidnappings.”

The Church in Sri Lanka is faced with the
challenge to help and address these issues as
ane body irrespective of ethnic differences. The
Church can only witness and be a hope for the
wounded if all begin to work for the promotion
b of justice. When justice is achicved, there is the
possibility of peace and reconciliation in Sri Lanka.
To attain peace and ru::mnc.‘ﬂ:i;l.l"ml'l: Sri Lankan
Church leaders and religious need to show, first of
all. how its members—Sinhalese and Tamil priests

and nuns—are agents of reconciliation.

Pope Francis has introduced a new term into
|

Catholic discourse: a “sell-

It raises a challenge to the Church leaders in Sri

referential Church.”

t Lanka to do a sincere self-evaluation in view of
L L

recognizing its weakness In [erms of its response
to social issues, Fﬂfrif”lad? to the recent ethnic
war This self-evaluation would enable the Sri
Lanka Church to commit itself to respond to
« in order to bring justice, peace

irrespective  of  ethnicity,

any social issue

and reconciliation,

Unfortunately, as of now the Church is
still grearly divided by ethnic favoritism. Church
people can hardly work together. For instance,
the response of the Church during and after
the ethnic war was very minimal in comparison
with the response to the tsunami in 2004 thar
took many lives both of the Sinhalese majority
and the Tamil minority. The Church was very
active in rehabilitation efforts. All Sinhalese and
Tamil priests and nuns were available to respond !
promptly to the needs of the people. However,
the story of the Tamil people, before and afrer
war, remains a sad episode. The Church remains
passive in many ways. l[the Church could address 3
attentively and effectively a problem such as a
sunami, then should not she also be attentive and

effective to the challenge of the ethnic war?

Exodus tells the story of the Israclites who
were victims of slavery in Egypt, but with God's :
The
minority Tamil people are also going through a

powerful intervention they were saved.

similar situation as Israel in Egypt. Thus, the Sri
Lankan Church must be a guiding light for these
people to free them from the oppression to which
they are subjected. Gaudium et Spessays that “the
joys and hopes, the griels and anxieties of people
of our time are the joys and hopes, the griefs and 3

anxicties of the followers of Christ as well® The
Sri Lankan Church needs to be a voice of hope for
these hopeless people and to set an example to its

own Christian community so that they too can be

a witness of peace and reconciliation. The Apostle *8
Paul asserts: “There is neither Jew nor Greek ..
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). By
understanding this truth, the Sri Lankan Church

can better respond to these issues,
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Moreover, the leaders of the Sri Lankan
Church must change their biases towards any
group in order to work for peace

and reconciliation
by the witness of their lives

This transformation
should enable them to run 2 parish with programs
tor social and ethical formarion, [ostering H-illn31:|
dignity and equality and worldng fur. justice
Peace is not merely the absence of '.x-;'Lr. Thus T-h-*

Church's

s mission is to hn'n;a_'; Christ's pe

el . T 402 to the
delenseless victims of forgotten ware through her
prayers bor peace, her service 1 the 1;..=c|un|£:|i l].'l

o, 15placed and af] those who
Ve In tear. But, when we are indsfr :
L, l..hl_n We are ltll'l!t:-:.‘ri:m_' I such

0 our persong]

4 :-.I'.:'I.I"u'l_ng, [I_"I-!Jg._'_"f_' 5 tl B d

things and fail o respond dye

F:h.'jwdi::u-.-i, We are not heeding the call of God. It
,_ A sin in the eyes of God. So, may the Sri Lankan
l._.l1”_|'1'.'h l":_a'“Ee this and walk forward to render a
service of faith and Promation of justice, fostering
::I*-'"-Ei' and reconciliation among people in Sri
.fnl:.-a. Moreover, recent Popes have continued
to challenge Christian

ch & to he true r,,:ﬂ[;rmnl-::ﬂt'!i-,
hﬂngll'lg_ lorgivenes:

and nonviolent salutic
I no ent solutions to
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~ as apostolic;
maginatior

Patrick Nogoy, SJ

Father Michael Paul Gallagher, 5], rector of
Collegio de Belarmino and long-time prpfgfns.ur of
theology at the Gregorian University, visited l:l-u_1
Fhilippines and gave a talk at one of the Lt'[unlc:.;._r,ua
hours of the Loyola School of Theology; the tltl_-g of the
presentation was: “The Craality n.I' I"-.-'T:z-rt‘.‘_,’- F"-'F”f Francis
Vision for Today's Culture,” This piece contains some
reflections on Father Gallagher’s inspiring talk.

The focus of Gallagher’s theological J'Eﬂﬂtﬁﬂt]
and sharing was mercy, which 1H c'[uarly_l'*-::pr l'mn-:n:
main pastoral theme since his election as ,P:J]]:.‘.IL'
Drawing from the wribings and 1r1_!:~Eg.E|l5 of ["ope in n
Paul 11, Cardinal Walter Kasper, 'rf-'l.-!larlrl bhnkvh.pn_are_.
and Flannery O'Contor, Father Gallagher Eﬂcpm:d on
’ a5 mercy, and how this image
was real and transformative in the lives of ].Jh"l.lﬂ‘-.'E'I,E:
and non-believers. The second part of the talk dl_-ul-.r
with the challenges of contemporary culture to mercy

and how these can be |m1-,5|_-.|:nr_‘|-;‘.-:]-

the central image of God

4 ] I
Gleaning insights from the Gallagher &%
. ! ol e
one can see that mercy is not simply confined to t :
; , Ny : s h-im_-h-“}g_g:, and charity.
expression of pity or small acts of : o
Civen that mercy is Pope Francis paqlural approach,
bt WO N fE
one deduces the larger rurlllt}' of Mercy UL:.[LT'II!E El.'-‘l:li
ﬂl.'-";':'!"\-tl;'llj'i: i.'lﬂﬂﬁirlﬂlin“.' |_'I|i,!|_'1_-.|:|'l'|i.'r’lﬁi_I d sounrce o 1 .Il:i'q ..”1
ways of reaching out and healing hr-;:sl-cmmr-sh.lr B
. u TF =
example, Father Gallagher employed Fope [rancs
. : . in adultery. In this homily,
homily on the woman taken 1n adti LA
Pope Framciz noted the difference between mercy and
| N 4 n

forgiveness, articulating a theological insight through
their relationship. “In the approach of Jesus to the
woman,” the pope said, we find “something more than
forgiveness.” He does not tell her that adultery isnot a
sin. The key to this scene is that he does not condemn
her with the law and in this, according to Francis, we
find the “mystery of mercy,” something “difficuit to
understand.”

Then in his down-to-earth style, Pope Francis
went on to invent a conversation: “But, Father, mercy
wipes out sins,” “No, 1L 18 the forgiveness of God that
wipes out sins.” " Mercy is the way in which God
forgives." Father Gallagher continued: "the central
reality of mercy captures God's whole response to
human vulnerability and pain, whereas pardon is a
more definite act that heals the self-destructiveness
we call sin.” Here we see mercy as an athitude ﬁ'ﬂming
action. Itisa fertile reality, and, as Gallagher described:
“Mercy is the divine birthplace of forgiveness and
indeed of compassion.”

MERCY AS AN ATTITUDE

Thiscentral image of God fitswell in Pope Francis’
vision of the Church as a field hospital on the battle-
front. God as mercy fills and animates the Church to g0
out into the streets, to reach out to those who are hungry
for forgiveness and healing. According to Gallagher,
"It God 15 love, that love transforms itself into mercy
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because of us, because of our neediness and
fragility, because of our mllll‘l-l.\_‘.’[‘ri:;.l need for
salvation.” God's mercy teaches and inspires us
to be mereiful to others,

Yet, if mercy is an attitude, it goes beyond
a“thing” received. Mercy is an experience and
nat r.in:_.p!j; something o be received and given
away. Itis God's love changing ys. Through our
transformation in mercy. we became dispised tg
it as if we are its heart, hands, and limntbe T-E'-;'I.'.']'I.illj_:
out to others. Using the insight fromy

I'ope John
Paul I, Gallagher emphasized that mercy is ¥a

restoration of ezsential humar dignity”; here we
rediscover “the common experience of that good
which i man.” In Cpening ourselves 1o God's
mercy like those persons Jesis Encountered and
healed in Gospels, we experience healing aq
restoration to our dignity. This pift of restoration
is what we share with olhers What we
share when we EIVE 1M
s, eg,”

actuglly
CICY 15 our “restorag
Thus, mercy s 5 disposition — 4
attitucle rising from fhe constant transformatiye
experience of God's Joue. s disposition makps

asmerciful and i um, we bevome s meney
o others, .
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Pope Francis
prises the world
With his acts of
reaching ont that
Nove people to
0pen the doors of
Lneir heart to the
Church a0ain, and
1 10 doing 50,

RECONCILING WITH l'f.|_:|.'..'u'|'||::|-;

CoNTINUED FROM PACE 15

ESSC's approach is to start from where the [1-:.L|1.|1-] £ Iu[;
heir concerns, and develop and -.1|.. 1F'L |
cauiE |l “:m there. There are tremendous arcas [or
]':.':'-..l"ll.'ll'i:-:l:_‘ (LAl =
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sle science where research
he application of sustainable science
The Ay ik

iyl ke a ereater
is problem-driven: therefore ESSC L_-;'!_I'I I‘I-I.];L_::_;.:q e
:_:_l_- e meaningful contribution in “""|'[".' e .
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I] : [-HITTIL r_,uli;ru. *!m_-r::,-.".nn;ﬂ reflection, -.||'|:1"n-'t"!'l“:
lyeia e F'-.'_.: .-.‘ "1- ~ar example, if the researc
- LIL[LH;NT L:l: ::.Tll:z-:railn}:]l. in C;lu.'itu is |1if—‘.lh‘:r tl;"t:
15 shows Thi f T w does that
o "'-.I.;'|I!|'1|-1 during a monsoon, so whar? Ho

et eamacities To
or the communitics & Wacit

analy

impact people’s lives
i)
r':_'r'”“'ls ;“'”_l_ rlrl.:'ll.! Al

L
4 ST " [} L 11'.-'.1'.".

ked about the dilterence that my ¥ 1_
shoecl i EITER AR ATE
L 1 can sharc that my prayers are

You ¢
makes to my praycrs,

i c |"-.|i_1.-||_'|'|
e mersonal concerns. L
hroadened. going beyond my personi
AMOACC NEG, S ;

T becomes “incarnated” in
this line of work, my pra

e Frisdtons o
3 it [he fusion o
el WLFR ]1. a5 -|I|II ik |-H.:|1- i
¢ work with, !

1_|'|_I._ r'.‘l._-.;-11'1|-|_' L R |-||_-|'||'||' |':,.'|_|_'|_||':.||.|:!'I |.". OUr w I'|rl":-

I ence SCems
[aith and science st

i e s :!ﬂ. le.|-'.'rl; Ztl-ik.".‘i
edro, who is the only Jesuit on the '5" e
e S . irit lI: "'Il"[i.‘.'il'il.:.‘:- ".'v.'ﬂ'l'l us, Wil L
h'l':'lr'l LEELR b e

[

acdaprations as we have 2 Lli"-'l-"f-"i_-'lff:-' of r|_~lI:_‘-'.I|.1:1.~:
im:_:]-.:-.:r-.~..|.-.|-_|i_~',-_ There is respect for faith I:‘. rr::
11':"-l'|-;-]"'.llﬂ':_'t_' In his Masses, he opens th‘:_ h‘-‘tﬂ]_]:l.-. kn
-nlti-.'n-r-: (Th) :-=.]'1.L|'L' '.1t'|-.'_| Cconnects the r-:-.1.:'_|ir|1:,e: ol thec ay Tu

present ecological concerns.

challenging arca in
Y: Do vou find any significant challenging area
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partnership?
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Can you describe FSS07s voice
in social platforms like social
media, government, and civic
society?  How strong or weak
i this voice? How do VO et

eople o listen to you?

FS5C is not an .|c|1-'u-;'51q.'
mroup, but we do develop the
analysis thar can inform and he
wsed by advocacy groups. It is
0L Tor us to say whether our
¥olee 15 strong o weak: [ thinl jp
15 more Important thar our work
remains relevant and EESpPOnsive.
and that the indivichuals  ap)
Organizations wha value the
Wark we do can uge ESSCs work
results apel JQ;l:rninga t0 move
their work torward s well, We
Bacilirare Philippine Working
Crroup meetings  thar Zather
professionals government,
Bovernment, business acagd
Community UFEAmZations
discuss  apg develop  aerion
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Sustainability in
development
efforls.
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ceology and sustainability in all d-:n;-Iln.'-[':L'|.'|‘|=;|'11.:-;tll--:rj;
The international linkages in our r 1|-:.,1 ”.1_.._.'[_:...
occasions where we learn [rom e :-;|':-.-:r14.'|'|-._-._-]::J-._1 1-l1
communitics in regions across .'lh-f 1.'.'ur-” .11.1.. VETY
-.;l'l'jrrr]jn_g. The online exchange platform that Ec

icati “Ecojesuit” provides
and Jesuits in Communication or “Ecojesuit™ p

e—
is contributing to this broadening. The youth are 1r
a source of hope; that sector is ﬁ'hn:_r.: ‘-.-'.L'It'll.1_1.-j_ | :\- _
l;.'..'lF-L!.'i.'jt", educarion, and broader ]n.-._‘]l.]‘u.'u.‘ld. ~.|1'.-|:.-..-.|].'l-=.r.
They will he in cha re of a planet that is vastly n.hI“L r']L |..|.I.
I'r|.1|1"| the one we had before and ""f'l_- have now; they
need all our support and accompaniment.

This interview by |

PATRICK NoGoy, 5] is with o

Ms. Sylvia Miclat, ESSC's executive director.
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prostitution” were prominent. My friend
Shesy told me once of the Behavior
happening in our previous college. She
told me thot this was happening during

the mid-term and fingl ExOmination

periods. Students, mMostly women, dressad
nicely and proceeded to the back gote of
the. school, where g security guaord wg

waiting for them; then ha introduced the :
to various customers, After the deal wm
made, the young women wolked I'||_|rriE~+:jEIS
towards the customers! WiKUry cars v

ﬂ.t;::ther story is told by one of oyr priest
:untzr:: ; W05 in Cogayan de Org. When h:

, O towi, the driver asked himy »
ousto ko r;rn:rg-p.:"n'l:l.'m'g 50 ... 7 ,r;lc;:#-.sjrl
. LNan

stidyan
o yirl.'e 50 . Haron kinahanglan silo’
Warta hoy midterm ng® ["Sir do yg b
to ingd fi ' oy
unwind for a whils? There gre iy
mary
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Wh in turn just tolg e Priest,
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.::L,-E,m!-;-IEFE : 5'::;1 find students waiting for
St 8 ttm.l cobs that hove red
e 10p of their windshields Upaon

=N, 0 potentigl Customer con view

PeCiu i
*Ures provided by the taxi driver of the
ynung Wormen Wwhao are

cvoilable moking themselves
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ollege students might or might
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right ang Wrungp ®l& ond distinct idea of

COnditions, g “onsidering their materiol

for them Ut then, does it really motter
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. it Oftrading ones dignity
CXChange for success?

Ofocys 0n what he gain®
Orget what is lost?

Church of the Poor. Pope Francis hos
noted that in deep misery “man is not in
chorge today, money is in charge, money
rules” In this regord, | think Pope Francis
occurately pictures our situation today
Money has the power to control one's
life. The very chaollenge to the Church,
therefore, is how to sove the dignity of
persons from the oppression brought
about by the desire for money, especiolly
those who are oppressed and poaor. This
challenge takes the form of an integral
proclomation of the Gospel in every
corner of the world, especially omong
those who are on the peripheries.

As Pope Francis says, "the first work of
the Church for the poor is to announce

the good news hefore others visit them

in acts of charity” If we could only reach

out with those young Women before they
unwillingly submit themselves, we might
be able to help them in ovaiding these
miserable esperiences in life- miseries
which will inevitably become part of their
history. They could have finished their
studies without giving up their bodies; will
they still hunger for an inner peace that

not be eosily satisfied? On this
ps: "the human

becouse the

might
point, the Holy Father not

person is in donger today .. _
problem is not superficiol

but profound. It is not just a matter of
economics, but ethics and anthropology.”
So, what con we do? What are we willing
to do? Shall we just close our eyes and
proy? Or, sholl we close our eyes, proy,
then open them and find some cancrete

approach to help thern?

cause of the

ApriL  JHoN MacARZO g a frst-year
oraries of the

scholastic of the Missl : .
Sacred Heart; he enjoys writing poems in

his spore time.

manisnotin
charge today,

moneyisincharge,

moneyrules.

pope francis

tinig loyola 29



TO POPE FRANCIS' VISIT IN THE PHILIPPINES

“His message to the people of Tacloban “The Papal visit
continues to resound in my heart. ' | showed us the love
His smiles, words, and gestures were enough | of a Pastor who |
to let us experience the love of God. . | cares for his flock, i :
| R S | brtigig hoow The Holy Father's

“| will never forget
when Pope Froncis
| soid that we
| are called to be
| ambossadors
for Christ;
the love of Christ
| impels us to think,
| feel and live as |
Christ.”

Christian Sanchez

| | he possed by. He looked

LST STUDENTS' REACTIONS

e ¥ . messoges were rooted |
and foith in Jesus. | | 45 experience. They
Francisco Jovier, SH were personal VWhen
“The moment came. Fope he speaks, he speaks
Francis waved his hand as ‘ | with sincerity”

| jnto my eyes. It was JunC Borgoyo, SJ
heoven. It is heoven, And
= > 1 [ 3
it was breath-taking! | “My encounter with Pope Francis is an
Hurby Caluna | Emmaus edperience for me; k

o personal walk with the Lord”

| Jdanatharn llana }
| mlo Hiko affirms my
image of a God full of
' surprises. God never | “Pope Froncis’ visit was an experience of

e ! fails ta open and | o life-time, Tears storted to flow as he
M'ﬁ'u i tD”E.h'.Ed close my doy without stepped on the ground. His holiness and
during the rec_ent visit showing me something | - simplicity strengthened my desire for
S-L;g? FmrTCP:S ;itr:ilicms . new. | only need to be religious life.” ‘
ines. | ho ’
will also heed the coll to aper. | t Ariet Conete
possionately share Al Corate
Mercy and compassion “It wos o wonderful exchange between the
with othars " The Pope brought me | 1 people and the Pope. It was indeed o meeting '
Sr. Josephine Tablante, FSP bock to the Gospel.” J of hearts.”
Jesseline Chang | Hhim Caermare, 05 ‘
L isit was indeed “In its essence, the papal
H) “The Popol Vi L : !
{ - astoral visit, where there visit reminds us who we
VAN i wcl::s mutuol encouragement are: Children of God.”
f f‘}]‘ i
and exchongé of spiritual q Adelson Jougan, 05
blessings between pastor ar ' §
Faithful”
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MERCY 45 APCSTOLIC IMAGINATION
CONTINUED ROM Pace 22

Pu-PE Francis surprises the world with his acts
of reaching out that move people to open the dogre
of their heart to the Church again, and in doing sp
become open o God's mercy,  Using hrrhhifhr:n :
Desnm:jd_ lutw’s metaphor, images of lonely setfp-
determining must be dismantiod. Mercy shatte
thﬁe. walls of self-defense and preservation, Meeti %
merciful people eases one's hand boward ::]:;ennmst::gf
self to v?thgm. Thus, METCY a5 an attimde ahiﬂs.jm
apostolic imagination in the form of reachin ;
Fope Francis in several spantaneous ﬂltﬂ_ﬂinf i
embraced, kissed, listened to, and Jourmneyed w'ti 5
ﬁﬂ:ﬁll It is ot anly being with ek

eHal presence and things. He is oy ' i
them—a]lnwmgu heart-to-heart CTIC] rrl?:l'm:h]-lH i
;c:i:tfr:;mﬂ:aq, w_-:nr.[d th_al £lorifies an indE]:;L::]d-I:;: u-“]::

Orgotien, Tt 15 in this heart-to-heart ENCourte N
m@;ﬂ}r s eXperienced. Mercy as apostolic imaes H?Et

5 Creatively Fmtering a heart-to-heart mﬂ::::

P'W[m&mﬁt}rheﬁ: thallenge is the

culbural b
agher describ,

& media, Father Call

It as "a superficial lifestyle to kidnap _-ﬁ'*'-‘li.#-'-
and cause amnesia of our conscience over both faith
and Justice.™ It is the ability to gloss over Sllﬂéi'lﬂgr
't::‘:”"_'”“«ﬁ busier and busier, and not even hearing
p:i-i:-;fs ofthe marginalized. This cultural numbness
ok tswéﬁ from exercising and even receiving
ey l'_'EfD_I:n;E disconnected with others as we

n 1;!1&' to live in ogy comfort zones, Disconnection
o a mks:zfl I;?T:t:.}%ﬁﬂ encounter, reducing mercy
challenge for 1y, mmfy, donation, or charity, It is a
And he : Pause, quiet down, and reflect.

e, me . T
form of wimstiirr;_ﬁ Apostolic imagination takes the

Caal :
Mother Ti?&::’: Mentioned not only persons like
who come DLI;“F-"? Francis, but also those pEﬂP'E
Eether in BEMerous caring whenever
i;fﬁcrnall}r, | was reminded of the
{feg T O Spirit in times of typhoons
5‘ :"l]:’h':'lm Yﬂ]ﬂnda:l WhETE 5Pﬂ1:}rt.ﬂpnﬂﬂusf
uring an;E souls banded together to help
d":'rl.EItiDnﬁ o0 _Elfter the i}rphnun in form of
: n?;u 10T projects, rescye operations,
Gﬂﬂelhng, and personal immersion
Wagher mused, “In, fact, both of

‘s imagination for new possibilities,

’iﬂ;liidﬁugﬁﬁéi}'l:i-'nssihilit—y of glimpsing the mercy of

God through the mercy of believers. Perhaps our
postmodern cultural shields are more penetrable than
is often thought” Mercy as apostolic imagination
gives hirth to powerful witnesses whose lives ignite
others whose hearts and minds have become numbed
with the culture of superficiality. The challenge is to
develop these precious moments—these heart-to-
heart encounters —into deep relationships that build

communities.

EnARGING THE HEART. _ ‘ ‘
Father Gallagher closed his presentation with

an account from the prophet Jonah, EhDWi}'Ig the
image of a God merciful to the people of Nineveh.
Jonah became angry with the God of tenderness and
COmpassion. Gallagher cummarized the episode by
saying: “if our picture of God is too small, our r:rw;
mercy will be too mean. Sp, we are on a long an

permanent journey out of smallness and towards
enlargement of heart.” This is the challenge he left us
as he ended the talk. Merey as apostolic magination

is a journey of the self, expanding as it r-ii:hes out

others. It is a slow walk with the God of tenderness
and compassion, reminding us of the setting sun on
the read to Emmauns. Wrapped in desperation and
hopelessness, we surprisingly encounter God in our
mess. Hopefully, like the disciples, we open up, in
freedom, to a heart-to-heart encounter. It is through
that heart-to-heart encounter when, suddenly, they
are lit up and find their hearts burning. Ignited by
God's loving accompaniment, they hastened back to
Jerusalem and set ablaze the Church of Easter Morn.

Our world today is no different. It hungers for
mercy, the kind of mercy no commercial can give, the
type of mercy the world does not know. It is our task,
therefore, to reach out and deliver our experience of
God's mercy to others, beyond the confines of dogmas
and academic desks into the trembling hands and
hearts of those neglected, marginalized, and even
ostracized by the Church. It is to restore the Church
anew as a credible edifice through our forgiven and
burning hearts.

PaTrick NoGoy 5], 1s a Jesuit third-year theologian
at Loyela School of Theology; he also guides young
men in their discernment at Arvisu House.
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3: Iiind’-HaFCE|Unﬂ' and Salamanca. Returning to
Maior o PPMES, he resumed his teaching at San Jose
:mf;d&mmmr; he was part of the pioneer faculty that
of 'J'hm[z ,LD yola H““-"_L' of Studies and Loyola School
taught '..'..Eit:_:n 1965. For over forty years Father Jack
seminerin o o A1 mentored generations of Jesuits
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EETIINAT PG e g.5a : )
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developing the mainstream of national consciousness
leading to the Revolution and in sustaining the loyalty
of the masses to the revolutionary cause. Father Burgos
became the subject of another book, Father Jose Burgos,
Priest and Nationalist (1972)..." Summarizing Father
Jack's impressive contributions, the citation concluded:
“Indeed, Father Schumacher has devoted more than a
lifetime to sound scholarship and historical research
in Philippine and Church history in a country that he
has chosen to be his own.... His works are an elogquent
testimony to his dedication and love for this nation,
which also gratefully and proudly ncknnwlledgu_:-‘:_ him
ko be one of its own, bestowing upon him Filipino

citizenship in 1976."

Filomeno V. Aguilar c'n:m:luc‘.leq a ].un:.;th.}r
interview with Father Schumacher on April 5, 20 lII!: this
conversation, along with ten other pieces, is Fll.J.l!-l-JrE].'lE':l:Tl
by Philippine Studies (58:1-2) as a 'L,l,':'f:'-""fl_m-ff it H:::,l:
of Father Jolm N. Sclnomacher, S.J. The final q}tFi'h .l 5
posed by Aguilar was: “What would }’uuif:cll:i:ﬁl;\i:]r !
your greatest legacy?” Father ]ﬂ}'k sEgpUnEnG. it
would hope it would be my Readings i F'i.‘r!_:lrr,ulr-l: ?m_: %
History, that it influence priests, the I."!ﬂ.LJI!‘:'I.FSIHﬂ ﬂ-'ﬁrl:-[lb -1-.;
that they would be educated in conjunction wi 1 the

history and not against it, appreciating it, seeing its
limitations but knowing what the Church has passed
|-1-|_1'|:p1_|5h and what ﬂ'u.-!],' should do, of course, in the
future.” Undoubtedly, this response expresses, at
least partially, Father Schumacher’s deep love and
dedication to Jesus Christ, to the Church, and to an
adequately formed clergy — indeed, to all ministers of
the Gospel.

Personal Mote. This writer was privileged
to have both Fathers Smith and Schumacher as
professors while he studied at Loyola School of
Theology from 1973-1975. He had Father Smith for
two semesters of Synoptic Gospels and found the
material most hell:lful later for eHective pn'a-:'hing.
He had Father Schumacher for Philippine Church
History, coming to appreciate the relevance of history
for a deeper understanding of the contemporary
Church and her mission. Father Schumacher’s
generosity 15 also noted by this author; when Kroeger
was the Academic Dean at the Major Seminary in
Davao, Schumacher twice (1977 and 1979) graciously
agreed to teach Philippine Church History, filling an
urgent need in the seminary curriculum.
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v, all rejoice that two original faculty members still remain with
']mpﬂﬁ.l“‘-' be able to join the celebrations planned for mid-2015.
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independent films appealing to S
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in his or her everyday life
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This guestion demands serious reflection,
precisely becouse of the foct that these images
are scarcely real in the apostolates to which the
seminarians and members of religious orders are
exposed. When we immerse oaurselves in different
communities ond parishes, whot greets us instead
are faces which express hope, showing thot even
in the midst of situations of depravity and poverty,
there is still a chance and an opportunity to live o
life of happiness and fulfilment in Cod. This does
not meon thot the grim reclities thot poverty
brings are not present. Once in a while, these
poor communities and their individuals have
their own problems to deol with ond injustices to
endure. However, we see that whaot stonds ot the
fore are not these experiences but the foith and
trust in God that, in the midst of these realitie

25
life is going to be meaningful because of Cod's
loving presence and His promise of salvation.

Considering these reolities, does it mean
that Philippine independent cinema stands on the
wrong footing and sees poverty from broken ond
misaligned lenses, as it were? Quite the contrary!
While it is true that these movies do not exactly
portroy the totolity of one's experience with ’r_h-e
poor, especially in the context of the apostolate.
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one connot deny that there are situations
portroyed in these films which are real. One must
olso admit that our opostolic images of the poor
nove o visible ond invisible side. While we see
our poor brothers and sisters remaining Faithful,
nopeful, and charitable in the midst of suffering,
there might still be something beneath these
dispositions which we have not Yet experienced.
And, perhaps this is the same with the images of
the poor in independent films, thot while they
expose whot is hidden from the general view of
the public or even from our OWN edperiences in
the apostolate, one sees thaot there is

something
beyond them

In this conteut, it might be pPossible to
see Filiping independent films as iconic iMoges
of poverty  Icons are generally identified oo
Paintings which tommanly depict figures staring
bock at those who look ot them Like such
artworks, thesa Independent films are frogments
of reality, staring at us in g their lights and
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part of the mission and identity of the Church
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Poor and the suffering. This is not so much said or
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an ccumenical council. Social media and the press
]':;1'1.'[' viewed the f.;':l'nn__'rJ as 4 “drama” rhat l..".‘-.'l'lt':.'«l."L' the
different views of Catholic believers, often putting
them in contrast ta cach other. Analysts and scholars
viewing the Church from the outside sec this as a clash
between the *liberal” and “conservative” wWings of the
Church, often seeing the synod as a sign that finally
the Chi irch is :|'|'|;|:'|'|."||‘_|It_{ |'|,',||".,".'5,]'|.| andl |..'.'|.ll.'iil'lg.'{ the issucs of

Contemporary times.

litiesinthe synod became
alrer Cardinal

Twoimportant person

the focal point of discussion, namely WV
: e A merls TERTESE the

Kasper and Raymond Cardinal Burke, representing

parties, respect ively.

supposcd liberal and conservative
| o address

On one hand, Kasper emphasizes the neec
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the reality of the situation of Jivorced and remartie
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deemed unacceptable for the Church.

Any extreme
view, however, may
seem to have lost the
point and real meaning
of this Extraordinary
Synod, which the Holy
Father and most of the I‘:i.u.im]-l.-_c have been clear abour:
thar the purpose of this gathering is to address these
issuecs not on the level of doctrine but on that of praxis,
It is clear that the concerns of this synod are pastoral,
and that it seeks to change, not the teachings of the
Church, but her attitudes towards those who have
been living in different and very difficult conditions
If the Church indeed shares in the mission of Christ
its Head to promote the Kingdom of God in which
everyone is included, then this Church should exer
urmost effort to include each and every one in union

with Christ.

These perspectives are clearly reflected in the
various issues opened and discussed by the bishaps of
the synod, among which was Luis Antonio Cardinal
Tagle's concern over familics of Overseas Filipino
Workers. It is even more clearly articulated as a whale
in the Relatio post disceprationem report made by
Cardinal Péter Erds of I%lll|;1_Fm_‘s.t; he hlh‘,'l“ghlu_l the

main issues addressed in the synod and how they are
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to be seen in a pastoral perspective. The three part

report composed of almost sixty articles mentioned
and addressed the issues starting from the reality of
the situation, which obviously strays from the ideal
situation that the Church would want to Cspouse;
it also entails responses demanded from the clergy

and the laity, depending on their respective local

Churches.

Looking at the [CpOrt, one can see thar
not one iota of Church doctrine was changed by the
bishops; the document carries with it » tone of hope,
MErCY, and compassion, showing that the bishops
seriously reflecred upon the issues that are facing the
family today.

Afew days after the release of the report, severs

them Cardinal Burke and Stanjs|a

bishops, among
Gadecki of Poland, deemed parts of it as unacceptahle.
Gadecki said thar i strays from the ¢ h-.‘-:_'n]n_u.:.j,' of Sainr
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savor. In fact, one can see that the Church is moving
from the center toward the tringes, where sullering

and alienation dwell, and where love and pastoral care
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First, the apostolate is not a thing filled with options. For us in the seminary | THE APOSTOLATE | |

or in religious formation, it is not up to us Lo modify it according to our whims and .i IS NOT A THINE | [
caprices. We cannot just choose our apostolate areas. We cannot choose the people " FILLED WITH |
with whom we do our ministry. Inalmostall cases, we are sent Lo the people the least h OPTIONS &

[ |

we expect. We are to minister to people who are complele strangerstous. |

I. ! _Ti[ “l‘ﬂil“l l'. ! Second, the apostolate is never ever identified with our comfort zones. It

|| 15 NEVER EVER

\Th | | istypical for our formators and superiors to assign us to apostolate areas where
\ | “““““ 'H“ Wl wecan grow the most. My own experience affirms that it is never comfortable,
] ; ' =)
| CONFD k) but it helps me to grow. A lot of dying to onesell happens within the
1 _I | .

. dimsi-ﬂ!ﬂlll
Richard Labo S L [ ———
. hacicallv healing if not alleviating the | S
Third, the apostolate 15 P o fg . There is suffering i ™ dPOsTaLATE [
. . o o . some healing from us. There 1s : | IS BA &
Give, but give until it hurts’ These worge wme from Mother Tero 1 suffering of others. People expect i e e | T BASICALLY &
N _ vother Teresa of Calcutta, ¢ | pe listening ears and the | | HEAUING IFnor | |
missionary sister known for her generosity to the sick and thp on all sides: we are L0

dying. Apart from her generosity, < of life 1t may not appear to |I | ALLEVIATING THE ."'

|| SUFFERINE OF Thepg|
B> |

|
| ——
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this statement also points to her main apostolate,

Since its heginning, the Church has always py
the “religious folks” have consiste

: the injustic
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1"\- i

be so, but in doing " : S
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. It goes beyond seminary Fourth, the apostolate itself is an act of generosity. 1 is sacrificial
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and even defines our very identity }fact, it embr: and altruistic

as followers of Chyigg
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IN DBING DUR Fifth, in doing our apostolate we carry the cross with others
APOSTOLATE We carry neither the Christ-less crass” nor the cross-less Christ.” hut we carry
WE CARRY THE Christwith thecross. e carry Christ with us,and fl can never be separated
CROSS WITH from the cross. We make people “feel” Christ who died on thss cories fo-the

T — love of us, who suffered for us. The cross is intrinsically associated with

trials, and it entails much suffering.

I 9 = = = [l E il

We carry the cross, a combination of a vertical pole and a horizonta crossheam. |t may he asserted that

the vertical pole is service and the horizontal crossheam s Suffering. 1 is the combination of the two thal
; ; ;

makes up the cross. The cross is our apostolate, and it i through our apostolate that we reind

people of Christ

It i through our engagement thay e make them feel Christ, to be wWith

Christ and to suffer with Christ. We extend the CFOSS, our very

apostolate, and (hys, e empower  the least
the lost of

In the apostofate
human boundaries and we give until it hyr

the last and our - society

PR T : w
€ BIve |:'L],fll][i reason, we give hlﬂrﬂl

It s through  gur hurts, our sacrifices, and ™

our giving until it hurts that we make others  whylp and  we { mnd
: ' odn - ‘hrist ®
His cross It through Chri
Riciiarn Laso is a first year theologian seminarian of Sam Iﬂw.'i:ﬁmhi'drjr." rom the p; pime-
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-'.'L-._‘__\_\_\_
S < _ e

. view the time and energy it spends oL

thinking

For some time now | have been

1“"':“-": Church initiatives in diologue with ethnic

groups. | am curious to unearth what the

Church does and how it helps build communities

in the peripheries. | believe we can oniy get a
the Church is when we
the least,

| actually wanted to

fine panorama of who

the lost, and the lost. o
play it safe by simply writing about the

initiatives for the indigenous peoples (IPs)
that are more familiar Like the petas, Igorots,

Ml'.'ingg.n ns, and Bajoos.

group named

untEr'Ed o
Recently | enco did not know

“Agta” or “pumagat.” | honestly i
that such a group exists. Through o conve ot
With o missionary pﬂest-ﬁiend, | got to ;
Gnd be interested in their Lives. He gave :z c; t
idea about who the pumagats are, how to @

Ram Francisco

to the ploces where they live, and whom to talk
to for logistics. | searched in Google about them
to satisfy some of my curiosity. As the first
semester ended, | got excited to do an interview
with the Dumagats. This short article comes
with hope that they may be known, seen, and

"

heard. . Fg
-
k

The Oumaogots have two names. Theﬁ'--'!-r

are one of the Negrito ethnic groups found in
Luzon. Their physical features of brown to dark
skin complexion and curly hair are definitive of
being of true Negrito descent. There are quite
o number of accounts about where and how
the names Dumagat and/or Agta originate. The
amalgamation of the terms toga-dogat (sea
gupsies), gubat (forest), hubad (naked), and
rumakat (walk or to walk) gave birth to their
tribal nomes.
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Human encounters open a channel for us
to better understand the Other. A kind y ; .
look, a gentle touch, o sincere smile can
certainly moke a good start. The gaze with L
an unodulteroted pose ond uncolculated
aongle could meon a thousand words.
Perhaps, evangelization can start when we
let the gaze, the touch, and the smile of God
make way for, in, with, and through us.
When we arrived at their place, | had
reservations on how reticent the people seemed Ram FRANCISCO is from Pampanga and is a
| l to be. But when the chieftain, Narita Matias, first-year seminarian at San Jose Seminary;
| ' ' started colling out her members in the tribe and "_E Is e s A
s . ! indigencus peoples.
. osked us to sit down, that simple gesture alone
' gove us o sense of relief. Marita has been the
! ' chieftain of the tribe for seventeen or so years;
. she is married with Gaspar, a member of another 3
| ethnic group. He is an Igorot. Their love stor ¢ -
| more rgmn:tic than thE?:lnSSiE. Further, | us:‘e: m? :hl Idl"ﬂl’l l'ﬂld PEI‘I’!ﬂPEl
‘ her if she or any of her tribe have been baptized mﬂ', gnd never _E“ﬂl’lgﬂ'llﬂh Oh €an
~ o5 o member of the Catholic faith or any religion. ﬂbﬂl‘ldnns us. our " grateful for oll the blessings that we receive"’] start when we lek
She told me that none of them are baptized. - e i ‘ ough not /
. recounted that no pastor or priest huspgn:: thEEI:: lﬂl‘d IS I'hg source o qus surprlsulzl:.l h:: ;:L'Z ::::nQ:grftitu de the 9““’_ ' I'hﬂ‘
| for evangelization. | inquired about those groups of all “'Ia blessi ngs y £ﬁ::;:hlt:$ ilumines the community I'm!:h, and the
who regularly visit them to teach the Word of we receive Ly . ,‘ B¢ . \hen we were about to leave their smile qF gnd make :
God. She said they have two masses monthly, Ehnuld Ienr'*‘ I'n he E ! -- tribe, | bade farewell with the words, “Sana pa@ wﬂg Fﬂ.’r, in, Hll’h, | -

[Hopefully we can

' ]
makabalik po kami dito! h her answer, I:Il'ld l'l'-ll‘ﬂllgh us. v

| “Poano ninyo po nararamdoman | us wit
I B hos Focr o mmmni’;@ ET'HI'EF“I Fur ﬂ“ I'hE j ‘U4l  comeback!] She dell::;E:MHﬂ o bk
L3 - i .""II id " ﬂ-ﬂng an‘gfnﬂﬂn gna
ang pananompalataya ninyo?” [How do you feel lﬂﬁﬁlngs that we = & B, [The Lord will guide you back]
or experience the love of God? How does yoyr I"E:give’ n * '

faith grow?] It wormed my heart when | heard.
“5abl ng mga anak ko, ‘Hindi nagpapabaya ang
Diyos. Ang Panginoon ang pinangagalingan ng

| . lahat ng biyayo na natatanggap natin. Matyto
fll  tayong magpasasalamat so lahat ng biyayang
‘ natatangap natin’” ["My children told me, ‘God
| never abandons us, Our Lord is the source of all
the blessings we receive. We should learn to be

It was an experience that | will cherish for
a lifetime—meeting the tribe of Dum;grtssn:
ilasag,
| Sitio Haosaysaoyan, Borangay Diogyan, # L
| Aurora, The Dumagots have © :zt e
| Culture, ethnicity, and 1:rm:!|l:lu::r:E o fe
{ be understood and respected. \.rr::. gI o
i' Means taking o step back and beginning
E

what maokes US most human aond humane.
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{ EMPOWERING ASIA'S LAITY: FABC Theology of the Laity and lts
Relevance for the Formation of Lay Leaders in Asia’s Local Churches
Author Charles Bertille is a married Catholic layman and father.
living in Malaysia; he is a 2013 graduate of Loyola School of
Theology. Charles is a permanent member of the apostolic
community known as Fondacio, a “new ecclesial movement”
founded in France in 1974. This 182-page book published by
Claretian Publications draws on the insights of the FABC: it
presents Asian perspectives on ecclesiology, concrete approa ':|:IE"-G
to evangelization, a vision of ministries, especially lay minjsers E'a:
and insights into formation for missionary evangelization 1

EVMPOWERING
Asia ﬁ; :f/

=R

e T
=

BECOMING MISSIONARY DISCIPLES. Jointly editeq 1
Socrates C. Mesiona, MSP and James H, Kl‘ﬂﬂgq]- MM .}’ _.
I70-page book gathers together a selection of he bEL'IsI: ' t-hm |
recently published by the Pontifical Missinp Societ Materialg

| in the Philippines, of which Father Mesiona js ¢ 1t:1:-*!» (PMs)
national director. Drawn from the PM5 annual ':‘Cut_l‘ant
The Missions Newsletter and the Homily Guides i3 lEEUhh-Eauum'
twenty-eight items appearing here inclyde il ﬁf:"fflltrrm, the |
and inspiration, papal insights on n SPiritual;
theology and praxis of contemporar
PMS historical perspectives,

Fhe DI
Missionary
[isciples

¥ Mmission,

——
(T;FRDUTING THE BAMBOO CROSS; The Stg
the Philippines with the Recollections of Fath :
This 175-page book published by Claretian Publi Walrers Cp
| the inspiring history of the Passionist ¢ htariuhsn '
Philippines since their arrival in South ta'n_ngrfgﬂtj“
Fr.:_J:sruar}r 1958. Author Gwen Barde cp H:l;hm“ I Aygy
priest who completed his theological :,-l:-uld-c lipin A85ioy F
of Theology. He is the author of The 5p bm A Loyol, Sch &
| Jesus Were a Filipino? (2002) and a ib-Nosed Chrisg. -
Spiritual Masters (2003). -

-"-‘-.-.1....____

I}I n‘f [hﬂ P']S.E- 1 -
e Hilarigy S

Arrates |-
1 in the |

collator of | Lhten Jo
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A JOURNEY TO THE KINGDOM IN THE SPIRIT: Becoming a \
Church for Al the Peoples of Asia. Reaching 390 pages and including
a foreword by Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle, this book of ten
chaprers presents a contextual theology for the local Churches
of Asia; it draws heavily upon the insights of the Federation of
Asian Bishops' Conferences (FABC) over its forty-year history
in articulating a “new way of being Church™ apropos to the
Asian conrext. Author Ruben C. Mendoza is a MA graduate of
Loyola School of Thealogy and a PhD halder from the Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven; he teaches in the Theology Department of
the Ateneo de Manila University.

Asia’s Dynamic
Lacal Churches

aypuiig MHalmpe Gl Yhenn

Jaaiies 11, Kvscper, 214

ASIA'S DYNAMIC LOCAL CHURCHES: Serving Dialogue .:md\
Mission. Authored by James H. Kroeger, MM, this 197 page
hook of seven lengthy chapters presents “an ecclesiology of the
Asian Churches.” Jointly published by Jesuit Communications
and Claretian Communications, the volume comprehensively
presents the profound theological insights of the FABC; it seeks
to promote a renewed commitment to evangelization by, as
Pope Francis writes, dedicated “missionary disciples® who are
themselves “joyful evangelizers” since they have discovered the
profound joy of Christ and his Gospel.

WALKING 1IN THE

Light - Faith

WALKING IN THE LIGHT OF FAITH. This popular hc.mk?\
quthored by James Kroeger, MM, and published by ST PAULS
publications, is a compilation of the sixty “vignettes of [aith” that
ariginally appeared in the weekly missalette, Sambuhay, ex tending
over the fourteen months of the Year of Faith, inaugurated by
Pope Benedict XVI on the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of
the Second Vatican Council (1962-2012). The book is intended ro
foster p-c'rsc:nal growth, spiritual meditation, and deeper insight
intoone’sown “journey of faith™ A short appendix includes some
pivotal quotes from Lumen Fidei, Pope Francis' encyclical on faith,
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, the LST community had lunch in

» Mass oF THe Howr Seirit ano WeLcome PARTY

dl * The LST Community opened the schoal year with the
P Maoss pf the Holy Spirit on June 25, 2014 in the Oratory
< ;if Saint Ignatius. The celebration was presided by
tc?;::r::::rti Eﬁ? ufongauilong, SJ, the LST president,
During the mass ;r ordained members of the foculty
il Felﬁ Eers:ers of the LST student council,
- Joseph Panis WIEE—Pr ht-m' Ir, SJ (President), Maiko
esident), Oerrick Russel Topel,

CMF (Secretary), and
; =amy John To SSP
(Treasurer), took their e rrefranco,

- It wos followed by the LsT
= = E’!E'WEEEB of
AR mmwﬁnnq |

PHysicaL TRANSFORMATIONS AT LST ano LHS

Directed by the
Quilongquilonag,

Loyolo House of Stu
three new kiosks were added. A N
pedestrians was installe
Q statue of Sonta Maria
the surrounding orea was €
Additional physica
the renovation of the clossrooms ©
including the installatio
the library has been secured. Earlie
many areas of LST Were
the clossroom ond liorary buildings; VAR
administration building wos als *

various Hinds.

initiatives of LST President, Fother Jose

5J, the Loyola School of Theology (LST] and
dies (LHS) grounds were landscaped and

' holf-day planning sessions on November 19 and

lananus Day CeLearaTiON

To celebrote the feast of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, the LST
Community hod its Saint lgnatius Mass on July 30, 2014 at the
Saint Ignatius Oratory of the Loyola House of Studies. Father
Rogel Abais, SJ, from the Pontifical Gregorion University in Rome,
presided over the celebration. During the mass, Mr. Carlito
Mejia, o retiring member of the LST stoff, waos recognized after
having rendered twenty-five years of service to LST. After the
mass, the community gathered in front of the Loyola House of
Studies building for the blessing of the new Hiosks, followed by
o sumptuous lunch.

I
jl:".__
&

ow cemented sidewalk faor
d beside the drivewaoy, together with
della Strada placed in the middle;
nhanced with gross ond plants of
| improvements are planned:
n the second and third floors,
n air-conditioning units. A new elevator for
r, during the summer break,
repointed; New roofs were installed on
the roof-deck of the LST

o renovated.

EacuLTy HOLDS STRATEGIC PLANNING SEMINARS %

in view of evaluating the programs of the Loyola S
and farging New directions for the institi lﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬁ sT

on January B, 2015. Classes were su
in order to allow the faculty to focus their
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Upoate on Pore FRANCIS
(Juv 6, 2014)

The first theological hour for the school year 2014-2015 Wwas
a talk on the current developments in Rome under the papacy
of Pope Francis. It was given by Pierre de Charanteney, 5,
who hos been o visiting professor of the Loyola Schonl of
Theology and the Departments of Philosophy, Theology,
and Political Science of Ateneo de Monilo University. Father
Pierre discussed the various events which Pope Francis has
ottended ond engoged in, clearly affirming that his Papacy
I5 going to usher in various chonges that even the Vatican
itself moy not be used to.

127, 2014)
During the montp i
| ﬂf A ] : !I"l:u
| became the - Ugust, the “Quality of Me =
| Michael Paul Gnttsu::t of the theological hour presided =
| of Fundamentql 'r':fl-I &r, 5J, who was formerly a Frf"f‘ﬁ255

AN
eology qt the Pontifical GrEQﬂr'ﬂi :
FeNtly the rectnr of the Jesuit Colled f

Bellarming Gora ields ©
. Com he fiel
ing from t ous

University and i Clr
de Son Robertg
literature

LAl o

%H&qrt and being of another, he called eyer

ﬂﬁ}.: :t E ::: ?; beyond th?, Eﬂﬂi-cs ond texts “fthenlﬂgu o s

who n el the mercy of God through the Presence of EWG;d G real encounter with
A€M and everyone.

Flence that links one perso”’

ove |
& In the same way that the iﬂge

B2 tinig loyolo

A PasTtoraL LooH AT THE FAMILY

(Serrenmen 3, 2014)

In preporation for the upcoming Synod on the Faomily,
Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle gove o general background on the
Synod in the theological hour held at the Saint Ignatius Oratory
of the Loyola House of Studies. The Archbishop of Manila cla rified
that the Synod is to discuss more than the Issue over reception
of Holy Communion by Catholic couples who have divorced ?nt:l
subsequently remarried. Some of the issues thot the Cmrdln{:l |
stressed are the following: the chonging contexts in which the family is situated, the
need for pastoral care in dealing with complex realities like h-DT‘r'Iﬂ.EEHUDL couples and single
parenthood, and the reality of migration which, seen as a necessity omong Overseas Filipino
Woarkers [OFWWs), splits fomilies opart. After his talk, there was a brief open forum.

e

BANGSAMORO AND THE PeAce PROCESS
(Seprenazen 17, 2014)
After receiving the Bukas Polod award from the Ateneo de Manila
University, Orlando Cardinal Quevedo, 0.0., O.M.l,, gove o talk to
the LST community regarding the Bangsomoro Basic Low (BBL),
which is set to be approved and implemented in Mindonao within
the next year. As one who joins in the ongoing discussions between
the Philippine government and the Muslim leaders of Mindanao, he
says that the BBL bears the promise of peace and unity in Mindonao,
emphasizing the fact thot it grants relotive autonomy to the Islamic
government in Mindanao. He also points out that there are also o
. . however, despite this, Cardinal Quevedo still expressed his optimism
'f;;;ﬂrp‘lbi:";“h‘-’g: ::: ggt:ﬂn bring, provided that it is Fﬂntinuung discussed by the various
sectors of society, omaong which the Church certainly is an important factor,

ART AND SPIRITUALITY
(10 Decemaen 2014)

The beauty of an artistic
contemplotion became the
presented by Richard Lomo
Rondanini Pietd, Lamoreats,
the Pieta by analyzing it from

work ond how it leods to proyer and ¥
focol point of the theological hour session
reaud, AR, who discussed Michelongelo's
who holds a PhD in Art Histary, discussed
various angles and surfacing a wide

| Michelongelo

i 0| themes emerging from the work by :
;?Jgi‘;yr?;;heﬁ:ra:siuuﬁ dermonstrated not only that Michelangelo's
Ortworks r;aﬂect his deep relationship with God, but also ond more

i tant role in the Church's
| t he ployed an impor ‘ gy
:ﬁ;ﬁiﬁ:ﬁit;h:he genaissance and the changing intellectual atmosphere of thot time,

tinig loyola 63




mbogpue of Theology,
il mrad € ol

LOYOLA SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

TINIG L(

=

i@ ol

M
"

()

Tiniq Foyola




